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PREFACE. 



The origin of this little Work may soon be 
told. Upwards of fifteen years ago, (during 
a short tour, ere proceeding again to a neigh- 
bouring University to complete part of his 
preparations for the ministry) the Author was 
most unexpectedly brought into the society of 
a few private Christians, who manifested, to a 
very high degree, as far as he could perceive, 
all the bright and glowing evidences of faith 
in Christ, revealed in the Word of God. They 
appeared to be filled with holy love to the 
Redeemer, and to rejoice with joy unspeak- 
able and full of glory. Struck with their 
. blessedness and moral excellence, he inquired 
tlie causes, under God, of t\ie»e \\^aNcr^>j \s(^- 
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stowments ? Their answer was prompt, — 
" We believe the Gospel." It was immedi- 
atdy rejoined, "I believe the Gospel too, 
but I cannot affirm that it produces in me 
such happiness and spirituality as it appears 
to effect in you, — pray, what is your view 
of the Gospel?" 

With the answer, the Author could not, at 
that time, fully sympathize ; — ^and yet, while 
opposing it, he felt distinctly conscious that 
the spiritual effects of his own limited and 
contracted views of the Gospel, — either in 
himself or others aronnd him — were far he- 
netAh those which he now witnessed. Awaken- 
ed while in earliest youth to the realities of 
eternity, — ^he had for a long time sought and 
struggled after the spiritual liberty, — ^after the 
steadfast peace, — the continuous love to God 
and holiness, described in scripture as, in every 
case, resulting, under the Spirit of God, from 
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a distinct knowledge of God and of his Son 
Jesus Christ. But, on the contrary, much 
— very much — of his Christian experience 
was characterized by mournful fluctuation. 
He knew not the cause. 

By the circumstances narrated above he 
was led, through the blessing of God, imme- 
diately, and with great importunity, to the 
" throne of grace," — ^to ask the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit, — and especially that he 
would graciously discover to him the true 
hindrance in his soul to the full enjoyment of 
the GrospeL He felt assured that the philoso- 
phical axiom stands equally true in relation to 
things spiritual as to things natural, — ^namely, 
" that the same causes will ever produce the 
same effects in like circumstances,"— and that, 
where the revealed fruits of the knowledge of 
the truth are not habitually realized in any 
soul, there must be a propoT\\oi[v«Aftk \^«t- 
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ance or misconceptioD of the Gospel — a de- 
ficiency more or less of that knowledge which 
is unto eternal salvation. 

In the course of a few days thereafter, the 
Lord, in answer to believing prayer, unfolded 
the glorious Gospel in its simplicity to the 
Author's mind; and at once he realized its 
primitive effects; — saw and felt that it was 
the power of God to salvation. He was now 
convinced (a conviction which has ever since 
increased in his mind, — ^attested by an accu- 
mulating amount of evidence) that the real 
root of the abounding evils and alarming de- 
fections in the Christian world, — the chief 
cause of the sad contrast between the general 
state of the vineyard now and what it was in 
the most prosperous primeval ages, — ^is (com- 
paratively speaking) dim— contracted — incom- 
plete — or erroneous views of the Everlasting 
Gospel, For although all holiness — all spi- 
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ritual excellence, is the fruit of the Spirit, — • 
nevertheless, (as is more ftdly shown in the 
introductory chapter) the appointed door of 
the Spirit's entrance into the heart, and the 
grand means by which he sanctifies the soul, 
— ^is the belief of the Gospel ; and where that 
only medium is beclouded by error, to that 
extent are the rays of the Sun of Righteous- 
ness arrested at the very entrance into the 
soul. 

No sooner did the Author come to know 
more ftdly and blessedly the Gospel for him- 
self than he hastened (though in much imper- 
fection) to disclose the glad discoveries to 
others. And, to the glory of free and sovereign 
grace, he would add,— not without effect. For 
in a very great number of cases (as far as man 
could judge) the Lord has affixed the signet 
of his Spirit and blessing to these declarations. 
This has especially been the cs^ft ^\xYvci% ^^ 
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last twelve years in many parts of the United 
Kingdom, — especially where much earnest 
believing, persevering prayer was previously/ 
called forth amongst the people of God. And 
where the truth thus proclaimed in the 
strength of God, was truly believed,— the glo- 
rious scriptural consequences have been abun- 
dantly and permanently realized. How manj 
Hving witnesses are there who can truly attesi 
this great fact ! 

Having been often requested to embody in 
some permanent form the simple truths he has 
preached, and which God has so powerfully 
blest, he frequently essayed to accomplish it. 
But many depressions of deep and chequered 
trial, on the one hand, — and multiplied en- 
gagements, both at home and elsewhere, on 
the other, — ^have prevented this till now. 

In the year 1 843, a very earnest request 
was made to the Author to publish a sermon 
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deliyered in the course of his ordinary pastoral 
ministrations. He at once agreed to a request 
so urgently presented ; — and accordingly began 
to write a short introductory essay to be pre- 
fixed to the sermon; but the subject so en- 
larged, unexpectedly, under his hand, that the 
result has been the substance oi four little 
volumes. His original design was accordingly 
abandoned. 

The following treatise is, therefore, but in- 
troduciory. The other three volumes, — ^it is 
intended, — will appear in regular order. The 
second yniX be a scriptural demonstration of 
Man's responsibility under the Reign of Grace 
— ^including the work of the Spirit ; the thirds 
— the glorious adapUUions of the Everlasting 
Gospel ; the fourth, — the grand essential prin- 
ciples of the Everlasting Gospel, systemati- 
cally arranged — commencing with the exist- 
ence of God before all worlds. 
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To the Fountain of all Goodness — without 
whose blessing every effort for the glory oi 
Jesus is in vain — the Author most earnestly 
commends this little effort to promote His 
cause on earth. If any one derives from it 
benefit to his own soul, — the only return which 
is reasonably demanded of him — ^is fervent, 
believing prayer, that this and every subse- 
quent spiritual effort of the Author, whether 
in preaching or writing, may be crowned with 
the favour, — ^the effective smile of the Lord — 
the Giver of life. 

E. C. 

Ryton, Jpril^ 1848. 
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INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 



What is the Everlasting Gospel? It is thfe 
perfect unveiling, to this world, of the inind 
and heart of God ; with whom is no vari- 
ableness, neither shadow of turning. What 
is it, — ^but the divinely authorised proclama- 
tion of a compassionate love, which bums with 
equal intensity from age to age— from ever- 
lasting to everlasting ;— a love which was ma- 
nifested, and can only be measured, by the 
infinite gift and propitiatory sufferm^ o^ ^^ 
Son of God 1 It is the only mirroT m vjVslO^. 
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the intelligent creation can fully behold the 
Divine glory — ^the entire harmonized character 
and mind of their Creator. Hence all orders 
of intelligent beings, are represented in Scrip- 
ture, as simultaneously surrounding the '' throne 
of God and the Lamb," to behold, through the 
medium of the Gospel, the beauty of the Lord, 
and to inquire in his temple. While, on earth, 
no man ever yet looked into that perfect mir- 
ror with a willingness to do Christ's will — 
without beholding the analyzed glory of the 
Lord in relation to his own everlasting hap- 
piness ; and becoming thereby changed into 
the same image, from glory to glory, even as 
by the Spirit of the Lord. 

Thus it is emphatically termed the everkut- 
ing Gospel, — ^being essentially the same me- 
morial of God throughout all ages, and under 
every successive dispensation. It haa never 
lost any of its original meaning — any of its 
ancient power, when clearly apprehended, to 
sanctify, — to gladden, — to save. Li the pa- 
triarchal age, it appeared in its blissful dawn- 
ings ; in the apostolic, it was revealed in its 
meridian fulness ; — ^but in all its degrees of 
manifestation, whether comparatively dim and 
obscure, or bright and ef^xl^nt, it was the 
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grand reflection of one eternal ^' Sun of Right- 
eousness ;** and, therefore, like its Author, the 
" same yesterday, to-day, and for ever." 

But how <^n, and how long, has this mirror 
been systematically dimmed or darkened by 
the devices or corruptions of man, — so as to 
present, at best, a distorted image of Gk>d, — ^far, 
very far, from the countenance of Him, who is 
" the brightness of the Father's glory, the ex- 
press image of his person" ! Who can deny 
that, since the days of the Apostles, whose office 
was to keep its perfectly-polished surface pure 
and unsullied, — this glorious record v^as for 
many ages almost universally obscured or cor- 
rupted in its general exhibitions to the world, 
— ^if not Imried under a mafls of error and su- 
perstition, — ^while multitudes of undying spirits 
" perished for lack of knowledge," and entered 
eternity unspeakably less prepared to meet Gk>d 
than on the day of their birth. 

But for this " falling away first," from the 
Gospel, in the professing Christian Church, 
the " Man of Sin" never could possibly have 
been revealed, or his system of iniquity esta- 
blished. (2 Thess. ii. 3.) For where « the 
truth, as it is in Jesus," is continusAL^ ^orea vr. 
its heautjr and simplicity, — ^t\ieT« ^^ ^\)vnX» ^*^ 
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God in the souls of the believers — continually 
resists the encroachments of vital error, even 
in its refinements,— and defies the subtlety of 
Satan. (1 John ii. 20—27.) But where this 
only medium of communication between 
heaven and earth is injured or cut off, then 
the Spirit, to that extent, necessarily ceases to 
strive with men, — and they are consequently 
left to the malicious power of the adversary. 

Such was the case in what are termed " the 
dark ages," — a period characterised by the 
deepest shades of systematised and consum- 
mated iniquity. It was for this period espe- 
cially—that the Spirit of the Lord reserved the 
awful designation of the " Mystery of Iniqui- 
ty," — as being a manifestation of aggravated 
guilt and unfaithfulness to a trust from heaven 
-^a development of the real nature and in- 
trinsic tendencies of all iniquity ; such as, to 
the same extent, was never equalled before, — 
and never, while the world exists, shall be 
exhibited again. It thus stands out to the 
combined execration and warning of the uni- 
verse, by the infallible decision of the Omni- 
scient One, — ^who alone can determine compa- 
rative degrees of guilt from the beginning to 
the end, — as the extreme altitude of permitted 
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iniquity — ^the perfect disclosure of the exceed- 
ing sinfulness of sin ! 

During this space of time, the " vineyard " 
was all but destroyed by Roman Catholic 
error, wickedness, and superstition. Every 
land-mark set up by Christ and his Apostles, 
was either altogether removed, or, so com- 
pletely covered by human inventions, as to 
lose its identity, and become a mountain of 
offence. The sacred volume, too, was either 
directly perverted to the destruction of im- 
mortal souls,— -or rendered of none effect, by 
the multitude of traditions ; while, in order 
to prevent the deluded people from discover- 
ing the reality and depths of these complica- 
ted frauds, — ^the volume itself was eventually 
sealed, and prohibited to the great congrega- 
tion of mankind, to whom it was sent indi- 
vidually, by the direct command of its author. 
And thus the once beautiful and luxuriant 
field of living Christianity — ^was deliberately 
and progressively changed, for a long series of 
ages, into a " habitation of devils, and the 
hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every 
unclean and hatefril bird.'' 

At length " the Lord awakened «a ciw^ w>X. 
of Bleep, and like a mighty mau t^i^X ^qwWC». 
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by reason of wine ;*' and *' another mightj 
angel came down from heaven clothed with a 
cloud, and a rainbow was upon his head, and 
his face was as it were the sun, and his feet 
pillars of fire. And he had in his hand a 
little book open ; and he set his right foot on 
the sea, and his left upon the earth ; and he 
lifted up his hand to heaven and swore by 
Him that liveth for ever and ever — who 
created heaven and the things that therein 
are — and the sea and the things that are 
therein — that there should be time (delay) no 
more." The deliverance was now begun. 
The captivity of the Church of Christ was 
now to be turned — the entire order of events 
was henceforward to proceed to her final 
emancipation and glory. 

But a few years prior to the commence- 
ment of the "Reformation," — when the Lord, 
through the instrumentality of Luther and 
the other reformers, rescued a part of the 
vineyard on the Continent of Europe ; and 
especially in the British Isles; one of the 
Romish Bishops was heard to offer his gratu- 
lations in the council then assembled — that 
universal peace reigned over the Christian 
world ! But it was the peace of death 
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which had reached its water-mark ! The 
tide of corruption had flowed down with the 
course of ages, deepening and expanding ; till 
now the entire professing Christian world 
(with a small exception in secret places), pre- 
sented but the stillness and corrupting dead- 
ness of a stagnant lake. But not long had 
Antichrist to rejoice, for it was written, and 
now again to be accomplished, — " When 
the enemy shall come in like a flood, the 
Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard 
against him." These waters were quickly 
disturbed ; — that stillness fled for ever. And 
the voice of eternal truth was once more 
heard over the desolation, never to be 
silenced. 

During this long protracted depression, or 
banishment of the church of God, the Lord 
raised up a series of noble confessors, who 
stood in the breach, — manfully defended the 
ark of God, of which they were honoured 
from on High to be the intermediate de- 
positories, and, while they lived on its trea- 
sures themselves, — handed down the awful 
trust to the period of the "great reforma- 
tion." And when that ever memorable 
period arrived (the first cffec\.w«\ T«S^^fa^% 



20 STRENGTH OF THE REFORMERS. 

point of the Church of Christ), a shock was 
given to the kingdom of Satan, from which 
it has never recovered. 

Bat how was this first successful attack 
accomplished? What was it which consti- 
tuted the strength of the reformers ? How 
were they inspired with such amazing vigour, 
as to withstand and finally overcome the ene- 
my in the very height of his power, leading 
on as he did, a world up in arms against the 
living God f Where lay the secret of their 
great strength f True, it was " not by might 
nor by power, but by the spirit of the Lord" 
that they accomplished their enterprise. But, 
without entering on the consideration of their 
sovereign appointment to the work, how came 
they to the possession of so vast a mea- 
sure of the quickening Spirit of God f The 
question is urged, that every Christian, who 
desires, in his day, to tread in their footsteps, 
according to the extent of his sphere, talents, 
and opportunity, may see that it requires no 
great natural powers on his part to do so ; — 
but that the treasury of strength and grace, 
out of which they received their charges for 
the warfare, are alike open, and equally ac- 
cessible to all. 
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B J the grace of €rod these fllustiioiis men 
were enabled to discover (to a great extent, ai 
least, if not alt<^ther,) amidst the rubbish of 
ages — ^the Everl AsnxG Gospel — and having 
first removed its coverings, for their own spi- 
ritual life and enjoyment, and then boldly ex- 
hibited its essential features in the fiice of the 
world, — THE VICTORY WAS WON ! For " this 
is the victory which overcometh the world, 
even our faith." By this discerning and 
fearless proclamation of the Grospel of the 
first century, — the corresponding primitive 
results were immediately produced in many 
souls, — ^while the " powers of darkness," and 
their innumerable allies in the world, became 
almost as instantly panic-struck and power- 
less, as were the hosts of Midian, when the 
chosen band of Israelites brake their pitchers, 
and proclaimed " the sword of the Lord and 
Gideon " ! 

Thus, whether we contemplate the spiritual 
life, power, and blessedness of the Reformers, or 
the wondrous results of their labours, — either 
in the rapid conversion of a multitude of souls 
to God, — or in the continual defeat of their most 
powerfiil and combined adversaries, vr^ ^^^^ yr. 
the whole but the invariable cotiftftc^«wi«» ^ 
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a comparatively clear perception and diffusion 
of ike Gospel, in its beauteous simplicity. For 
then, according to the declaration of Jesus, the 
Spirit of God is poured through this only 
channel as ^^ rivers of living water." For 
this" (adds the inspired historian) " spake he 
of the Spirit which they that helieve on Him 
should receive." That is, that the full under- 
standing and helief of the Gospel will infallibly 
be accompanied with such wondrous privileges 
and blessings. (John vii. 38, 39.) Let any 
man, then, to the end of the world, have a dis- 
tinctly realized understanding or knowledge of 
the Gospel, as revealed by Christ and his 
Apostles, — and let him hold it forth in its un- 
corrupted grandeur, with an undaunted soul, — 
in the name of Jesus, and in the strength of the 
Holy Spirit,— demanding of all an immediate 
reception of it, and firmly denying, that any 
one has received ^^the truth" whatever be his 
theoretical agreement with it, — on whose mind 
and heart it does not produce, in one degree 
or another, the manifest, conscious, results of 
peace and holiness, described in the New Tes- 
tament as necessarily springing from that re- 
ception, — and gimilarly glorious transforma- 
tions and victories will inevitably follow. For 
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to the certainty of this revealed cause, and 
its blissM consequences and triumphs in the 
most opposing circumstances, the Word of 
God continuallj sets its eternal signature. <<I 
am not ashamed" (exclaimed Paul — in the 
▼iew of the concentration of enemies and ob- 
stacles that awaited his arrival at Rome) " of 
the Gospel of Christ ; for it is the power of 
Grod to salvation, to every one who believeth.*' 
(Romans i. 16.) 

Through this medium, — and this alone^ 
— the reforming, the all-regenerating Spirit 
looked forth on the vast scene of desolation, 
and the desert quickly rejoiced and blossomed 
as the rose ! And were we able to perceive, 
through all ages, every season of special re- 
freshing in the Church of God, and the cor- 
responding conversions in the world around, 
in connexion with its immediate causes, — 
they would all, without exception, be found to 
originate first — under the Spirit of God, in the 
renewed or more enlarged perception b^ be- 
lieversy of the fountain of Divine love, flowing, 
through Calvary ; while constrained by the 
influence of its sweetness, — ^awakened to their 
high responsibilities in regard to the world, 
and greatly emboldened in their Mli\i «Xk^ q.^tl- 
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fidence at the throne of grace, — they pro- 
ceeded with one consent to roll away the stones 
from the well's mouth, that the streams might 
flow forth unobstructed, to save a perishing 
world. And when the last and long expected 
triumph of the Church of God is come and past 
— ^when a nation shall have been bom in a day, 
and the knowledge of the Lord covering the 
earth as the waters cover the sea — and when 
the united people of God shall walk in peace 
over a redeemed and happy world — then, from 
the calm heights of Zion, the blessed historian 
shall be enabled, in the perfect light of heaven, ^• 
to ascribe the final consummation, to the com- 
plete unveiling, by the Spirit of God, of the 
Everlasting Gospel to the entire Church of 
the Redeemer, and through her, without delay, 
to the world. v 

Thus, the degree of the inward perception of 
the Gospel in its great relationships — the fact 
of its dimness or clearness to the people of 
God — ^is the key to interpret the spiritual fluc- 
tuations of the Church (or those of any indi- 
vidual believer) from the beginning hitherto. 
As that knowledge of the simple Way of salva- 
tion was beclouded by error, or darkened by 
sin and backsliding, on the part of her ministers 
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and members, so did the Church smk tit (Ae«yer 
^ God ; — her udeficdness was companuiTelT 
suspended, because her inTisiUe supplies wene 
propoitionabl J cut off. As that knowledge 
brightened and increased bv the afflicted and 
humbled Church looking again to the Holj 
Temple (Jonah iL 4)— so did she quickly rise 
firom the dust towaids her primeval glorr. 
And not long was the worid in making the 
alarming disoovery, that ** God was in her of 
a truth." Her enemies soon perceived it, and 
'^ so they marvelled ; thej were troubled, and 
hasted away." (Psalm xlviii.) 

A long period has now elapsed since the 
remnant of the Church of God began to emerge 
from that gulph of error and oppressive super- 
stition, which had seemed ready to blot out 
her existence for ever. And who that is ex- 
perimentally acquainted with her high rela- 
tionships and internal resources, by the Gospel, 
can doubt that, had she continued to hold fast 
those simple and yet infinitely sublime truths 
of the love of God, and the gift of eternal life 
in Jesus Christ, — ^by which, as keys of heaven, 
the Reformers unlocked its treasures to the 
world — ^had she continuously kept her eye ws. 
these great secrets of their spmlw^ c\\w\g^ ^3^^ 



26 SECBBT OF THE GHUBCH's FLUOTUATIONS. 

amazing success, — and << contended earnestly,'' 
and almost exclusively, for ^^ihefaiih once 
delivered to the saints," — and only iix other 
points of minor controversy, as they related 
directly or indirectly to these grand, central, 
vital, soul-inspiring doctrines — she would have 
steadily advanced in her reforming career, and 
long ere now, both in regard to doctrine and 
praclice, and success in winning souls to 
Christ, would have reached that lofty and com- 
manding position on which she was at first 
placed by Christ and his Apostles. 

But it is too obvious to demand proof that 
this has never yet been attained, however the 
mournfully attested fact may be variously ac- 
counted for, and whatever may have been the 
fluctuating or comparative measures of her 
real approximation, in the sight of God, daring 
that interval, to such a blessed elevation. 

Pursued on every hand, from time to time, 
since the period of the Beformation, by the de- 
mons of her former oppressions, — though fipe- 
quently under the garb of Protestantism — 
unsustained by luminous views in general of 
the entire Word of God, and of the true nature 
and extent of civil and religious liberty — her 
efforts to the present hour have oftener been a 
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Struggle for mere existence, or bare toleration, 
and her coarse more as a flight from the land 
of oppression, than as a holy, stedfast, per- 
severing aim to recover complete practical 
conformity to the Abchetype of Primitive 
Christianity. True, during the greater part 
of the period now referred to — she had free 
access to the charter of her rights and privi- 
leges, through her living Head — the Word of 
God being now restored to her in all its un- 
sullied glory. But notwithstanding this boon, 
so rich with promise, the mental obscurity 
arising from the errors of her previously un- 
happy condition more or less remained, and 
the clear rays of truth, in passing through this 
medium of various degrees of density, were 
frequently turned aside, or fell on multitudes 
(with comparatively few exceptions, it is to be 
feared) with all the dimness of twilight. 

No one who has marked the prodigious 
effects of prejudice, or long-established custom, 
even on the minds of the people of God, can 
wonder at this result, or at the extreme slow- 
ness of the partially emancipated Church, to 
sit at the feet of Jesus as if she had never 
learned before. Thus has she often ^a\^&^^\s^ 
her career like one who has barely ^iasXaJvc-^^^ 
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pursuing enemy, — and whose mind is too ab- 
sorbed with the perils and uncertainties con- 
nected with her escape — to consider cahnly the 
privileges and responsibilities of the newly li- 
berated condition,— or to enter into them with 
proportionate mental vigour. And there is 
reason, too, to fear, that when she did, in the 
good providence of God, obtain a measure of 
rest from her enemies, she often hindered her 
actually regenerating advancement, by com- 
placently contrasting her now improved con- 
dition with the lowest scale of degradation, 
from which, by the mighty hand of God, she 
had been delivered ; in place of marking, v^ith 
heavenly zeal and holy emulation, the very 
much land to be yet possessed ere she could 
become a true representation of the "Churches 
which in Judea were in Christ Jesus." 

But notwithstanding the various and com- 
bining causes which too frequently retarded, 
or for a season arrested the Church's upward 
course, the hand of her God was, in various 
ways, from time to time, specially manifested 
on her behalf. Bright seasons of revival were 
graciously, and often most unexpectedly, af- 
forded, as well as providential deliverances, in 
seasons o£ emergency. But these intervals of 
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primitiye fervour, too nearly resembled the 
sudden gleams of sonshine in an adverse spring, 
being alternately succeeded bj darkening 
storms, or withering coldness ; — ^while no pro- 
portionate apprehension appears to have been ' 
entertained in general by the Church of her 
responsibilities, either in regard to the one 
state or the other ; too many, as at this day, 
marking, or even feeling, the changes with the 
same essential ignorance of their spiritual 
causes as multitudes behold the natural phe- 
nomena now referred to, — ^without staying to 
inquire into the intermediate philosophical 
reasons. 

But shall He, who has borne with his 
Church and brought her hitherto, — Cleave her 
stationary at any stage of her progress ?-^or 
allow her to settle down permanently in any 
condition resembling that almost sleep of death 
which characterised her condition in this coun- 
try about the commencement of the last cen- 
tury f Shall the extent of her resources, like 
a nation's strength in the time of oppression, 
remain unknown, and therefore unemployed 1 
Shall the powers and treasures bequeathed to 
her by her kinsman Redeemer, when he was 
exalted to be " Head over a\\ l\i\xi^ \» xJas^ 
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Church," continue to be comparatively dor- 
mant in the treasury of the universe ? No ; 
the earliest, the clearest, the most reiterated 
enimciations of the Word of God, absolutely 
afErm the contrary. She has long ere now 
begun to ascend by the outstretched arm of 
her God ; and by the same power she shall 
continue to advance, in despite of opposition, 
till the mountain of the Lord's house shall be 
established in the top of the moimtains, and 
shall be exalted above the hills, and all nations 
flow unto it. 

But without attempting to estimate how far 
the Church of God has now recovered the 
possession of her ancient and inalienable pri- 
vileges, through the Redeemer; or approached 
the " landmarks " of her primeval glory ; — 
(while it is most thankfully allowed that the 
remaining distance is rapidly lessening, and 
especially within later years), it is surely ma- 
nifest that there is a wide difference be- 
tween the recorded spiritual condition and 
general aspect of the cause of Christ in the 
FIRST century and those in the nineteenth. 
And the grand point which, from its own in- 
trinsic importance to the people of God, as 
well as its direct bearing on all their enter- 
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prises, ought, before eTerything else, to con- 
centrate their minds is the question — How 
may this alleged difference — granting its ex- 
istence — be rapidly and effectually done 
away? 

For this end, so unspeakably desirable, what 
more urgently demanded, than that the first 
and present condition of the Church of Christ 
should be brought into close juxta-position — 
apart, in the first instance, from her interven- 
ing history — and that we then seek to deter- 
mine, by a reference to first principles, as 
revealed in Scripture, the real causes — the 
primary source of the spiritual distinction be- 
tween them — a distinction, the removal of 
which would speedily fill earth with joy, and 
eternity with praise ! 

In this great time of sifting inquiry into 
first principles — ^where every matter of doubt 
or difference in the Church of Christ is in- 
creasingly referred to the only standard of 
truth, the Word of Grod — the momentous ques- 
tion is earnestly submitted to the immediate 
and solemn consideration of the ministers and 
people of God, namely, — How shall we account 
for the palpable fact, that the Gospel in ous 
day appears, generally speaking, so ^t«^.^t.^^ 
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— SO ineffectual in stemming the enlarging tide 
of sin, or arresting the increasing multitudes 
of sinners, as contrasted with the inspired re- 
cords of its first history — so that in number- 
less cases, it is to be feared, comparative non- 
success in the conversion of sinners, by the 
evangelical preaching (so termed) of a mi- 
nister, for many Sabbaths, is the rule (as far, 
at least, as the fact of few or none coming 
boldly out on the Lord's side may prove the 
mournful fact) ; and on the other hand, success 
in directly winning some few souls to Christ, 
in that time, is the exception ; while under the 
preaching of the early Christians, it was ma- 
nifestly the reverse ; judging not merely from 
the brief specimens of its conquests recorded 
in Scripture, — but also from its rapid advance- 
ment over the Roman world ere it was arrested 
by the predicted anti-Christian apostasy. 

What is — ^what can be the cause of this 
apparent change in the results of a record 
which is declared by God to be intrinsically 
efficacious and everlasting — the power of God 
to salvation, to every one who believeth f Is 
not the Spirit of the Lord as free now — as 
ready to respond now to believing prayer — as 
in the brightest eras of Gospel triumph 1 
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Some fall into the arch-device of Satan, of 
ascribing the present alarming impotence of 
Christian instrumentality to divine sovereignty; 
and thus sleep on, — pleased with their own de- 
lusive submission to what they dream is the 
will of God ; — ^while others, who shrink from 
this conclusion, (so utterly opposed to the ex- 
press declarations of scripture,) assign, with 
more reason, as the true cause, the low state 
of believers generally ; — their grievous defec- 
tions, — ^inactivity, — ^restrainings of prayer, — 
worldliness. But, fully admitting that every 
one of these sins, and many others, have too 
long or too frequently separated between the 
Church and her God — hidden his face from 
her, (Isa. lix. 2,) even as the clouds do inter- 
cept the rays of the natural sun, and hide him 
from our view ; still the question ever returns, 
— Why have these evils become so common, 
so universal^ so deep-rooted and prolonged 1 

Do not these unhappy symptoms, so loudly 
complained of in almost every part and sec- 
tion of the Church at the present day, point 
inward to a more remote and parent cause, — ^to 
the existence of some widely-existing radical 
evil, or spiritual ignorance, — which ift q^\^ 
sufficient to account for these conlrnxxovv^'^ ^^ 



34 DEFECTION FROM THE GOSPEL. 

versified manifestations of comiption amongst 
the people of God ? 

Now, no one can search the scriptures with- 
out perceiving, that the root and source of 
every evil amongst Christians, in all ages, is 
a departure, more or less, from ^^ the faith cf 
the Gospel;" whether that departure — ^be from 
the reception of neutralizing error, as in the 
case of the Graladan Church,-— or from ceasing 
to keep the Gospel in memory, as those refer- 
red to by the Apostle Peter, who lacked the 
graces of the Christian character,— «Atg^ be- 
cause they had ^< forgotten that they were 
purged fix)m their old sins" — forgotten the 
doctrine of forgiveness, and the blood of atone- 
ment. 

Is there not, then, reason to conclude that 
the Church of Christ, even at this day, is 
but slowly emerging from the anti-christian 
darkness of by-gone ages, in regard to the 
simplicity and glory (f the Gospel; and that 
this is one principal cause of her moumfrd 
coldness and inefficiency ? If not, whence the 
diversities of opinion — ^the controversies, ever 
and anon bursting forth amongst many of the 
people of God regarding it — ^the confusion — 
the labyrinths in which not a few are still con- 
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fessedlj groping on the vital question — What 
is the perfect delineation of the Everlasting 
Gospel? To what other reason, unconnected 
with this one^ — and which cannot be traced to 
it as to a parent source, can we ascribe the 
exceeding disproportion between the obvious 
results of the Gospel in primitive, and those 
in modem times, — both in regard to the rich- 
ness and abundance of fruit in believers, — and 
the number of souls actually converted to the 
Lord? 

The cheering signs of our times are most 
thankRillj admitted; — and it is also readily 
conceded, as bearing on the present inquiry, 
that the light of the Gospel in various places 
is steadily brightening, — and producing, under 
the blessing of God, effects, both in the holi- 
ness of believers and in the salvation of sinners, 
more and more nearly resembling those re- 
corded in the Acts of the Apostles, and in 
their epistles to the first Churches. 

Nevertheless, these delightful specimens of 
Bible Qiristianity, imperfect though they be, 
are like spots of verdure in a wilderness, — 
which, in one aspect, only heighten the gloom 
— ^which all around rests on th^ "valley of dry 
bones," and, as by a new evidence, \3tk«^ vc^- 
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creasingly lead us to the lamentable conclasion» 
that the general aspect of the cause of Christ, 
even in our own highly-favoured country, is 
far, very far, from presenting a counterpart 
to the lofty and heart-reviving descriptions of 
Christianity throughout the writings of the 
Apostles, or reflecting the primitive career of 
the glorious Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Oh I there is not a subject which could 
engage the attention of the Christian world, at 
the present time, more important, or more 
loudly demanding our immediate attention, 
than the one now presented for consideration. 
Were the writer acquainted with every possible 
combination of human language, he could not 
utter terms too strong in striving to awake his 
fellow-Christians more fully to the awful topic. 
It is one with which every human being, saved 
or unsaved, has to do — which ought to take 
the precedence of all others — and when under- 
stood and felt by the people of God, as it ought 
to be, will speedily issue in the salvation of 
multitudes of perishing souls. There is no 
mind, but that of God, can comprehend its 
full relation to every man. For in each case 
it involves infinity and eternity. 

This is not presented — ^far from it— as a 
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theme for controversial discussion. No ; the 
question is a matter of life and death. It is 
too awful — too eternal for party controversy. 
With unspeakably less folly and humanity, 
might pilots behold many vessels wrecking in 
a storm, and in place of hastening to save the 
perishing mariners, — ^which they have full 
opportunity for doing, — ^waste their time and 
allow the lives to be lost, while they are set- 
tling party controversies and disputing with 
each other in jealous rivalry ! The question 
demands a most thorough, — patient, — search- 
ing, analysis in the light of God, and ought not 
any longer to be covered over, even from the 
view of the most illiterate, as is too often done, 
with involved theories, — or vague, indefinite, 
irreconcilable, or unintelligible expressions. 
For if the conclusions about to be submitted 
are demonstratively warranted by Scripture, 
then we have one of the awful secrets dis- 
closed — too long hidden — ^why so few souls are 
in our day being turned to the Lord — why the 
Grospel should go forth at one period conquering 
and to conquer, numbering its converts, even 
amidst the greatest opposition, by the inspired 
words, " THOUSANDS," and " multitudes 
OF MEN AND WOMEN," and tlval noX. TXV^-t^l 
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in Judea, afler the day of Pentecost, but (lay- 
ing Palestine out of view) subsequently — (its 
enemies being judges) throughout the civilized 
world ; — and where it did not conquer through 
the obstinate resistance of men to the Spirit and 
Word of God, — still enabling the Church to 
wash her hands of their blood ; — and then, at 
another period, — ^under the same dispensation 
of the Holy Spirit, — ^that so many ministers 
and people of God, professing to have the same 
mighty Gospel — ^the " power of God to salva- 
tion" — the same provision for its triumphant 
progress in the promises of the Spirit — the 
same revealed de^sire on the part of God that 
^<all" should ''be saved and come to the know- 
ledge of the truth" — should yet (as a mournful 
and too weU attested fact) make comparatively 
so little vital progress over the world, where 
so many doors are open to them ! And even 
where they have, after much expense and la- 
bour, planted the standard of the Cross in 
any place, that they should so often feel, and 
publicly complain, as if they were labouring 
to little or no purpose ! Why is it so f Let 
men speculate about it, and justify themselves 
as they may, — one point, at least, of the 
mournful difference between the periods is this, 
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— there is at present, throughout the Church of 
Christ, comparatively speaking (doubtless with 
happy exceptions), a fearful amount of igno- 
rance in regard to the perfect adaptations and 
simplicity of the Gospel, — and the privilege 
and responsibility of every man who hears ity 
to hofoe the immediate possession of everlast- 
ing life. 

And is not this ignorance deeply criminal, 
where we have the means of becoming en- 
lightened ? Is it not dyed with the blood of 
souls ? Is it not an eternal loss to ourselves I 
a grief to the Spirit ? and a perpetual triumph 
to his infernal enemies ? Oh ! this is one of 
the awM secrets — ^let it be repeated — ^why so 
much labour at home and abroad is expended, 
comparatively to so little account — ^why the 
zeal of believers is so fluctuating ; for it places 
an arrest on the Holy Oil, which alone causes 
the flame to bum. This practical unacquaint- 
ance with the scriptural nature and intelligible 
reasonableness of the Everlasting Gospel, and 
of the glorious provisions through Christ for 
its rapid advancement in the world, is, indeed 
^especially where it exists amongst professing 
Christians), the strong wall of Satan against 
the artillery of heaven. Behind t\A^ d»sV at 
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cloudy rampart, he gains more victories, and 
secures a greater slaughter of immortal souls, 
than by any or all the other efforts of the di- 
rect enemies of God ! For surely a perverted 
or beclouded Gospel necessarily arrests the 
river of life ; cuts off, according to its extent, 
the last and only hope of a wretched world ; 
— breaks down, more or less, the ladder of 
escape from the wrath to come ; — ^while Satan 
gorges himself with victims, unscared away 
by the lightning of God's Word and Spirit ; 
and tens of thousands perish unpitied, and al- 
most without a tear being shed over the deso- 
lation ! 

Thus an experimental ignorance of the 
Gospel, and of man's privileges and corres- 
ponding responsibilities under it, is fraught 
with present and eternal misery. For no man 
can hold his right position in the universe who 
does not realize in himself Xh^ spiritual power of 
the Gospel. He is a barrier in the way of God 
— ^an obstacle to his love ; suffering eternal 
loss himself by his ignorance of it, and inflict- 
ing that loss, to the extent of his influence, on 
the world at large. But if he is a professed' 
teacher of Christianity, and yet unconverted, 
not rejoicing personally in the love of God, the 
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iDJniy is a thousand times increased. He stands 
between the sinner and the only discovery of 
God which can save his soul ; frequently en- 
larging his dark shadow by his preaching and 
reasonings ; indirectly reftising to allow others 
to taste the sweet enjoyment of the peace and 
love of God, on account of the awful fact, that 
he himself is experimentally ignoraiU of them ! 
How, then, can he recommend these privileges 
as he ought, or even bear with any of his 
hearers, when they are personally rejoicing in 
them ? 

But though the evil is lessened — ^it is far 
from being removed in the case of real Chris- 
tians, whose views of the Gospel and human 
responsibility (from defective training) are con- 
tracted, dim, or confrised. True it is that 
every conversion is effected by the Holt 
SpmiT, through the faithful exhibition of the 
Gospel, and in a manner consistent with the 
responsibility of the sinner ; but it is equally 
certain that he is the <* Spirit op Truth," 
and will only bless truth, especially the Ever- 
lasting Gospel, when it is set forth by one 
who feels it — ^whoso inward perceptions cor- 
respond to the mind and heart of " tlv^Ck \x>aA 
God " to every creature — ^wlio \a »\Aa c^«k^ 
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and reasonably to demonstrate^ that, if any 
man perishes, who hears the Gospel faithfully 
declared — his blood is on his own head — ^and 
that the Redeemer grieves over him. 

O ! no created mind can estimate the injury 
in time, or through eternity, which results in 
one degree or another, from even dim or 
inefficient views of the Everlasting Gospel 
amongst the people of God, — not to speak of 
its avowed enemies, — or those who directly 
labour to poison the fountain-head of Salva- 
tion. Is it any wonder that the Spirit of God 
commands believers to " contend earnestly " 
(literally, as in an agony) for *' the Faith " 
once delivered to the saints ? For, compared 
with the purity of the Gospel, every other 
question amongst Christians, — every other 
subject of controversy disappears, as un- 
worthy of consideration. True, indeed, the 
people of God of all names are svbsta7Uially 
united on the great leading truths of the Gos- 
pel, in their grand bearing on themselves ; yet, 
in regard to the nature and extent of the atones 
ment, and other foundation truths of the Gos- 
pel, — in regard to many of its shades of mean- 
ing and forms of expression, there exist a va- 
rietjr o£ opposing or confticting opinions. 
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Now, of necessity, all of these cannot be 
right, — and, assuming for a moment, one com- 
plete theory to be correct — to be the very simi- 
litude of the inspired record, the conclusion 
is obvious ; — all the others must proportion- 
ably be wrong, and are departures from the 
simplicity and purity of the Gospel. Far, very 
far be it from any Christian writer or teacher to 
exaggerate the differences amongst believers, 
or to seek even indirectly to lessen the most 
expanded love and forbearance between them; 
yet, let it be distinctly asserted, that these 
manifest departures from the simple purity of 
the Gospel, form one of the grand barriers 
to the cause of God throughout the world, and 
are saturated with the blood of immortal souls. 
Let us imagine a solemn conference of be- 
lievers from all the sections of the professing 
Church of Christ, — convened for the single ob- 
ject of prayerful enquiry into the points on 
which they differ ; — freed from the unhappy 
influences which too often prevent an unbiassed 
examination of truth, — and with the anxious 
endeavour for the glory of God to reach the 
Church's highest hope on earth — " the unity 
OP the faith '' — and, through that unity, the 
ultimate conversion of the world. (^3o\^ 'x:^\\« 
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21.) On what great point should they begin 
their awful deliberations f Beyond all ques- 
tion, they ought to begin with the great bond 
of Christian union, — that which first gare 
them an immortal relationship; the point from 
which there is every reason to conclude the 
Church more or less departed, ere she became 
a prey to division and endless diversities of 
error — the globious Gk)SPEL. This must be 
the first rallying spot — where heavenly love be- 
gins to bum — ^where true light first shines into 
the soul, — and by whose radiance, as the sun, 
in the centre of the -system of truth, all other 
objects are to be seen. It may then be quickly 
and practically discovered that the sources of 
all other points of disunion and division 
amongst believers in Christ — ^were the first de- 
partures from the brightness of that light, and 
that there is no other way of bringing the 
Church of God back to her original unity on 
other disputed subjects of revelation, than by 
succeeding, through the Spirit of the Lord, in 
bringing her back universally to a unity in the 
fidth and hope of the Gospel. For when the 
radiating centre of spiritual light is beclouded, 
aU other spiritual objects are rendered propor- 
tionably dark or dim, and then, in soma mea- 
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sure, according to the emphatic language of 
prophecy, " we wait for light, but behold ob- 
scurity ; for brightness, but we walk in dark- 
ness — ^we grope for the wall like the blind, 
and we grope as if we had no eyes ; we stum- 
ble at noon-day, as in the night/' (Isaiah lix. 
9, 10). 

But when the Gospel of God's love, through 
Jesus Christ, is clearly perceived, separated 
from error, — not in the light of man's authority 
or creed, but in that of Grod's word and Spirit, 
and is personally realized as the power of God 
to salvation, — then "the clouds break up," and 
the Sun of Righteousness appears, irradiating, 
more or less, every object I The belixjver then 
soon finds progressively, in his happy experi- 
ence, the indissoluble relationship between the 
full discovery of the Gospel and the true un- 
derstanding of the entire word of God. The 
causes are obvious. Through a more practical 
knowledge of the Gospel, he obtains a great- 
er measure of the Holy Spirit ; and hence, 
through this mighty Teacher, a more accurate 
discernment of all revealed truth. For " in thy 
light," exclaimed the Psalmist, " shall we see 
light." Thus the apostle John, in addre«am^ 
Christians at a period when many £aX»)l extoxa 
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were prevalent, points iriumphantlj to their 
only security against error or division, — the 
possession of the Holy Spirit ^' But ye have 
an unction from the Holy One, (and what is 
the consequence ?) " and ye know all things." 

It is therefore manifest, that if there were 
on the part of Christians, a more complete 
enjoyment of the gill of the Spirit of Gk>d, 
through a simple apprehension and habitual 
contemplation of the love of God in Christ, 
and a consequent enlargement of faith in 
prayer, — that the windows of Heaven would 
be opened for showers of blessings — the word 
of God would be more fully understood in aU 
its harmonious connexions — ^foundation prin 
eiples would be more readily perceived, and 
thus, doubtless, lead on to the settling of all 
points of difference in the Church of GU>d at 
large. For there exists in the word of God a 
grand intrinsic relationship between all its 
parts and discoveries, and a consequent beau- 
tiful adaptation to be its own interpreter, — by 
'^ comparing spiritual things with spiritual,'' 
when it is read in the light of the Holy Spirit, 
and of the eternal love of Grod to the world. 

Now, let it be specially observed, that on 
the very same glorious principle as that by 
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which the people of €rod are bronght to see 
eye to eye on the plan of redeeming lore, — 
and their blissful onion thus consummated, 
is the ddiverance of the worid to be efiected. 
Hence the Redeemer, in his dying intercessory 
prayer, beauteously ccmjoios them together as 
two great contemporaneous evetUs, For that 
which is necessarily required to efiect the one 
—even the complete union of believers in the 
Father and the Son — ^will, at the same time, 
infallibly proceed 'to accomplish the other — 
the salvation of the world. And how are both 
to be completed, but by the more abundant 
influx of the Holy Spirit, through faith in 
Jesus f 

Let us still further consider this great 
truth. It is the mighty key of the Church's 
power and wondrous privileges I It is the 
grand secret of the world's emancipation I 
Who can feel or understand it fully without 
being a blessing to multitudes f 

The true perception of the native symme- 
try and simple grandeur of the Grospel is 
the heavenfy flood-gate (humanly speaking) 
through which the Holy Spirit enters the soul, 
even as the East is the gate of light through 
which, to our apprehension, tliie xvalixr^ vvoi 
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enters, and shines on the world. And that 
Holy Spirit — that river of the water of life — 
never shaD enter the world but through "this 
GATE OF THE LoRD," and that only as it is 
opened and kept open by the continuous faith 
of the people of God. Whatever then obscures 
or corrupts the Gospel, — or whatever draws 
the eyes of believers away from the Cross, — 
or interrupts the exercise of their faith in the 
infinite love of God in Christ, proportionably 
shvts the " East gate" of the soul — the 
appointed entrance for the all transforming 
Spirit. And hence, when this medium is shut 
or nearly closed by carnality and unbelief on 
the part of any Church, the most calamitous 
results ensue. The Church moumfuUy decays 
and languishes^ while the world around is per- 
ishing, (Ezek. xlvi. 1 — 3 ; xlvii. 1 — 3.) 

But when believers are habitually living 
within sight of Calvary — holding " fast the 
beginning of their confidence"— enjoying daily 
"peace with G^d," and the forgiveness of 
their sins as at first — then the gate is wide 
open, and the rivers of living water, spoken <rf 
by Jesus, flow forth to save and bless more 
and more widely the regions around. (John 
vii. 37, 38, 39.) By coming to "know the 
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love of Christ which passeth knowledge," they 
are "filled with all the fulness of God." And 
how can these rivers of living water enter the 
gouls of believers without proceeding through 
them, to bless, — to sanctify, — to save the 
world ? 

If the • Gospel, then, be the only medium, 
under God, of all holiness and of all true hap- 
piness — ^if it be the only flood-gate, by which 
the " pure river of the water of life, proceed- 
ing from the throne of God and of the Lamb," 
pours its rich blessings, through the Church, 
on the world — and if that "river of God" has 
never been, and never shall be, contracted in 
its depth, or fulness, ere it reaches the gate of 
the Church of God on earth — and if it be 
true, and none can deny it, that far less of its 
current is now realized, in this or in any 
country, than when it first gladdened the city 
of God in apostolic times — ^what is — ^what 
can be the conclusion, but that there is an 
obstruction to it somewhere ? — and that this 
obstruction is to be found at the very door of 
its entrance into the souls of believers — even 
their imperfect apprehensions of the glorious 
Gospel of the blessed God? These dim, mis- 
taken, or confused conceptions o£ Gos^^Vtw^O^* 
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would, doubtleds, be found to have originated, 
and to be still perpetuated, through forgetftd- 
ness of the Redeemer, and through many al- 
lowed fiins and backslidings ; (for all sin, pro- 
portionablj to its extent, darkens the judgment, 
especially regarding God, — and, where it is 
persevered in, keeps it in darkness) — neverthe- 
less, without entering here into the immediate 
causes of these perversions of the Gospel, let it 
be repeated — they are the principal source, as 
by a fearful reactiony of all the prevailing and 
continuous evils in the Church of Christ, — and 
the grand hindrance to her triumphant progress 
through the world. 

If any one, therefore, holds incomplete, or 
beclouded views of the Gospel, and strives to 
propagate them in the conviction, that he is 
preaching the very truth which Christ and his 
Apostles preached — ^while in all sincerity he 
pleads with God for the accompanying bless- 
ing of the Holy Spirit — ^is it to be wondered 
at, that no proportionate answers are returned 
from on High to the language of his prayers t 
Is it matter of surprise, that his own soul, and 
those aflsociated with him in Christian fellow- 
ship, enjoy so little of the daily e^>erience of 
heavenly peace and love, — and that his mini- 
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str9.tions are comparatiyely fruitless ? No, 
indeed. For the only medium of light, and 
love, and joy, even the clear knowledge of 
Grod, through which the Sun of Righteousness 
shines, in answer to prayer, is nearly shut or 
veiled over by these very mistakes, or dim 
cQi^ceptions. And how can the sun shine 
clearly, or warm us, through a darkened veil f 
How can the Spirit of God bless, to a great 
extent, representations of the Gospel which 
do not clearly reflect its glory, or the mind 
and heart of God ? 

Nor will the discouraging result of these 
labours ever change, so long as it is imagined 
that the reason of the little spiritual enjoy- 
ment, and the limited success, lies in the good 
pleasure of God I How can it be ? How can 
God be the sovereign cause of these obstruc- 
tions, — as men impiously assert, — ^when they 
are described in scripture as the very grief of 
the Holy Spirit? Has He narrowed the ever- 
lasting door of the Gospel, since it was thrown 
wide open by the hand of infinite love in pri- 
mitive ages, — ^when tens of thousands, both of 
Jews and Gentiles, pressed within its portals I 
No ; we are not straitened in Him, but in 
ourselves. Let men speculate re^dx^^^ ^^ 
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causes of these evils as they may — or, as to 
the apparent inadequacy of the Church and 
her resources to the wants and woes of the 
world at large : — These are not His Domos. 
(Micah ii. 7.) And, though the cause of Grod 
has thus been languishing, far more frequently 
than reviving, — and the world groaning uq^er 
an accumulating load of misery, — which, but 
for the obstruction wtihin the Church, to 
the entrance of the river of life, would have ■ 
been greatly removed ; yet even now profess- 
ing Christians will stand up in the face of this 
vast scene of moral desolation, and defend the 
injuries they do to the Everlasting Gospel! 
In the dying words of Jesus — '' Father, for- 
give them, for they know not what they do." 
O ! what gave the Apostles such a lofty 
pre-eminence in their greet work 1 What 
gave them such a depth of spirituality of life 
and conversation ? Was it their gifts — their 
mighty powers ? No ! it was, under the Spi- 
rit of God, their perfect knowledge and in- 
cessant devotional stud?/ of the rudimental ele- 
ments of the glorious Gospel. It was the 
Gospel in its grand simplicity and fulness, 
which was to them, and to their heai*ers, the 
power of God to salvation. They did ^ot 
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recur to the Gospel, as men who are ac- 
quainted with a science, and who only refer 
to ^rst principles to teach them to others, or 
to establish the truth of their higher dis- 
coveries. No; but as those who felt the 
necessity of the study for their own daily 
health, and peace, and advancement in the 
divine Kfe. And as they lived on the love of 
God, and the ever fresh truths of the Gospel 
themselves, they freely spake of them to 
others. They spake, because they believed 
and felt. They cried aloud and spared not. 
Thus the hand of the Lord was with them, 
and the word had " free course." It ran from 
soul to soul — ^from house to house — ^from city 
to city ; and multitudes were gathered to the 
Lord! And why not now? The love of 
Christ is the same — ^the residue of the Spirit 
is with Him — ^his relationships to His people 
are the same — ^his promises as rich, and fidl^ 
and fr^e as ever. Why, then, should ws 

NOT CONTINUALLY BEHOLD THE HAND OF 

THE Lord thus gloriously stretched 

OUT? 



^% 



CHAPTER IL 



DAYBREAK OF THE EVERLASTING GOSPEL 
IN EDEN. 

Wherever cloudy, false, or mistaken views 
of the Gospel are maiiitained, the inevitable 
results are sad and disastrous. The awakened, 
intelligent inquirers, perceiving little or no 
adaptation, in such representations, to inspire, 
when believed, peace and confidence towards 
God, — ^frequently look altogether away from 
Christ and his Cross, — from what has been 
already given, and done for them, by God, 
through the Redeemer, — to something which 
has yet to be given, or done by Him. They 
wait for God to lay in their hearts — ^by his 
sanctifying grace — a foundation for confidence 
towards himself,— over and above the one 
which he laid at Calvary ! They wait for 
Him to do something else, which they cannot 
immediately and certainly procure, — ^to inspire 
them with courage in the prospect of Eter- 
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nity 1 Hence the necessity for largely exhi- 
biting, — in its true relationships, — ^the depth, 
grandeur, and completeness of the founda- 
tion LAID IN ZiON. 

No enlightened reader of the Word of God 
caji fail to observe how frequently the inspired 
writers ascribe the entire river of our blessings 
to the SOVEREIGN love of God, " before the 
FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD." They Con- 
tinually point us to creation, providence, and 
grace, in uninterrupted connexion with their 
grand fountain-head, — in the heart and mind 
of God. They would have us ever to carry 
OUT spiritual eye further back than mere Om- 
nipotence, — or the determinations of infinite 
Majesty, — in our inquiry into first causes. 
The reason of this is apparent. The spirit 
of man can find no rest in creation, or in ab- 
stract omnipotence ; — no repose in the decrees 
of sovereign will, — where it is ignorant of 
the heart of God ; — the motives of unbound- 
ed goodness, which began, — carry forward and 
consummate all. But when the eternal 
LOVE OF God is clearly seen, as the first 
SPRING of creation, then it is, that the be- 
liever fully rejoices in the Power, — the Ma- 
jesty, — the Sovereign arrangenieaXa o^ ^^ 



56 THE UNirr of god in all events. 

Lord. For then he understands that the 
grand design of God in creating the universe 
was to glorify himself, by such a ftdl, harma- 
nizedy development of his nature or charac- 
ter, as would enable intelligent Beings uni- 
versally, to enjoy a state of holy blessedness, 
— as high and deep as their natures were ca- 
pable of receiving. 

The idea of His creating some men, or 
beings, — for the design of glorifying, (in an 
isolated manner, by his dealings with them,) 
one attribute ; — such, for example, as Justice; 
and some men to glorify another; — ^has no 
place, but in the perverted theories of men. 
" The Lord our God — ^is one Lord ;'* — ^not 
only one, as exclusive of all false gods, but 
one, in the grand harmonious, unchangeable 
unity of His character in all His proceedings. 
As far, therefore, as the nature of the case 
can possibly admit, he invariably glorifies aU 
his attributes at once, in every act of his 
government. In this lower sphere, we may 
only see one aspect or bearing of any distinct 
providence; but, doubtless, the harmonized 
imity of his attributes, in every transaction, is 
seen from the eternal heights of Zion, in its 
bearings on the universe at large. 
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Never, we may conclude, did misery enter 
the universe — never did men or angels fall 
from their elevated place till they forgot or 
disbelieved that love which gave them ex- 
istence, and the grand ends for which they 
were created. For, this was the only bond 
which iield them in their right orbits to God ; 
even the absorbing assurance, that their Crea- 
tor was " PERFECT LOVE " to them, — and 
that, in regard to the complete satisfaction of 
their existence, he was " all in all." 

The moment, therefore, a suspicion of 
God's character, in relation to themselves, 
was entertained ; they lost confidence in him, 
and at once threw off their allegiance. Hence- 
forward, their minds, (as a necessary conse- 
quence), grew darker and darker; believing, 
in that darkness, that happiness consisted in 
being gods to themselves, — their own 

CENTRE ! 

Those who led the way in this career of 
rebellion were Angels. These God left to 
their own folly, as beacons of warning to in- 
numerable worlds, — that every one who sees 
or hears of them, might tremble to depart from 
the living God — might remember, in beholding 
their future desolations and misery, — ^' ^sfcRJe-- 
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ing rest and finding none/' — that no &llen 
spirit was ever created a devil ; — ^that every one 
of them was once iax brighter, far happier, 
than the happiest, holiest, saint on earth ; — 
that they came to their present state by disbe- 
lieving the true love and character of Grod, 
and by preferring that which was created to 
the Creator ! 

God never interposed on their behalf. He 
never hastened to arrest them in their dread- 
ful descent. No flag of mercy was ever 
waved from heaven, inviting them to return. 
No angel ever received a conmiission from the 
throne of God to plead with them to come 
back, and obtain forgiveness. No blood of a 
Redeemer ever whispered peace to these mi- 
serable spirits, — ^for, " verily, he took not on 
him the nature of angels." But they are " re- 
served in everlasting ch&ins, under darkness, 
unto the judgment of the great day." And> 
lest any of them should attempt to pass the 
confines of their prison, and pollute the holy 
sanctuary of God with their presence, "a 
great gulph is fixed " between the one and the 
other, so that those on either side, who might 
desire to cross that fearfrd boundary, are ab- 
solutely prevented. 
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The next class of transgressors were men. 
They too went astray, by yielding to tempta- 
tion, and following the rebellious path of the 
fallen angels. First,— disbelieving the love 
and word of God, — and then throwing off his 
service. Hence this once beauteous world, on 
which God had engraved his perfections, as 
an endless medium of joy to the immortal 
spirit of man, became as quickly desolated as 
were the first tables of the law, with which 
Moses descended from the Mount of God. 
Who could repair the loss ? Who, in a fallen 
world, would be able, or disposed, to gather 
up and restore the scattered fragments of 
God's glory. 

What, then, became of these transgressors ? 
The question is even now of infinite moment 
to all. For they were our representatives be- 
fore Grod ; and every one of their descendants, 
who is awakened to his true character and 
awful relationships to God and eternity, will 
feel that the answer as nearly concerns him- 
self as if he literally stood in the place of the 
first sinners of mankind. Did God, then, 
leave them also to perish, as he did the wicked 
spirit who tempted them? or did he deter- 
mine to overlook their iniquity by 60N«t«L^gcL 
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partiality, and at once reinstate them in his 
favour ? No — neither the one nor the other. 
He could not, — consistently with his holy 
character,— pass by their transgressions, with- 
out such a public vindication of his holy law 
and justice as would strengthen his govern- 
ment throughout the universe. Justice, — ^in- 
finite rectitude, demanded— ere mercy could be 
shown, — that their guilt be openly visited with 
direst suffering and death, that the Lawgiver's 
holy character might not be sullied, — that his 
law might be magnified — "made honourable." 
To have passed by their transgressions, 
without a manifest demonstration of the in- 
finite evil of sin, — of all sin ; and his holy 
determination to punish it, would at once have 
beclouded the glory of his name, and of his 
love^t© the universe, — and thus doubly endan- 
gered the safety of those realms where sin and 
sorrow had never entered. Hence it became 
him to strengthen and elevate the conceptions 
of all holy beings, in regard to his character, 
and the intrinsic excellence of the laws which 
had been broken — to make manifest the un- 
utterable injury done to God and to the imi- 
verse, by the breach of it, — and the unchange- 
able necessity of his righteously upholding its 
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requirements to the uttermost, —let the suffer- 
ing or sacrifice in consequence, be what they 
might. 

Thus, no sooner did man sin against God 
than the original, and only, way laid down by 
Grod for admission into his favourable pre- 
sence, — even pejfect unfaltering obedience, — a 
perfect righteousness of his own^ — ^was shut up, 
never, never, to be opened to him again. And 
what remained, — but that, like the fallen 
spirits, he should be banished into outer dai'k- 
ness, or wander to and fro, in the labyrinths 
of space, in endless misery and despair ? Who 
could show him a way to God ? Who force 
open the old path which was now for ever 
barred against him, by the power and charac- 
ter of God ? Had man asked the first angel 
he met of another way to God than that of a 
perfect personal righteousness? — could he have 
imagined it ? Had he asked any of the fallen 
spirits ? — alas ! their experience would have 
drowned all hope. Had he traversed universal 
space — were that possible — and demanded of 
every holy intelligent being he met, to show 
him a way into the favourable presence of 
God ? — ^the uniform answer on all sides of the 
universe, we may well conclude, vfo\x\^ Vw?^ 
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been — " We know, and rejoice to know, a way 
for such as are holy; — ^but we know not a 
way by which a sinner can for an instant be 
allowed to stand before God. No ; he would 
be consumed ! All heaven would rise up to 
prevent, — ^to avenge the insult on the infinite 
majesty of God — the holy Lord God." 

Thus did all experience emphatically ex< 
claim to man when he fell, — there is no way 
to God; — you are lost, — ^lost for ever; — 
banished, — for ever banished from the pre- 
sence and favour of God. Such was the tre- 
mendous crisis of the world's history, when 
" the voice of the Lord God " was heard 
" walking in the cool of the day." Our un- 
happy Parents fled from " the voice" as from 
that of an avenging Judge. Little, indeed, 
did they know that he came " not to condemn 
the world " — but to save it ; — ^that he came to 
reveal " a new and living way " into his 
forgiving favourable presence ; — ^by which any 
or every sinner of the human race might 
approach with boldness, through believing, 
and stand before God as firm and fearless as 
the holiest seraph; and that, too, before he 
had even time to perform a single holy action ; 
— away "into the holiest " to be made, by the 
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sword of justice, through the death of the Son 
of God; so that when the trembling sinner 
should begin to walk in it, — hj believing the 
free love of God to him in providing that way, 
— ^the blood, which was shed on his account, 
should cheer him onwards, and assxnre him of 
a blessed reception, without the slightest pre- 
vious effort to propitiate the Divine favour ; — 
should speak to his conscience ** better things 
than the blood of Ab^l." 

The awfiil emergency was thus quickly met 
by the love and wisdom of God; not only 
vnthout injuring the character of the Law- 
giver, or the honour of his government, but 
exalting them to the highest degree. Then it 
was revealed that God, in sovereign love and 
mercy, had determined from eternity to rend 
the veil which had now, by the sin of man, 
covered the first revelation of his character to 
the world; and by the life and death — ^the 
sufferings and glory of his beloved Son — to 
write, or declare his name anew, in imperish- 
able record; transcending in its fulness all 
creation — both that which stood and that 
which fell ; — and adapted to the wants and 
woes of man to the end of time. 

On the very spot, therefore, whftxe^ ^<^ ^^«X 
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sin was committed, by the Head and Repre- 
sentative of the human family, the Lord God 
suddenly appeared, as a "Just God and a 
Saviour." Having called the sinners indi- 
vidually to his bar, and judged each of them 
according to their distinct or separate respon- 
sibilities, and having found them guilty by 
their own confession, He at once proceeded to 
pronounce the sentence of death — even the 
curse of the law. But On whom did he pro- 
nounce it? Not on the guilty; but on the 
head of the " Just One," who was yet to be 
bom; "the seed of the Woman;" the Son 
of God ! Thus, at the self-same place where 
the first transgression was perpetrated, — and 
we have reason to believe on the very day cf 
its commission, — was the Redeemer legally 
SLAIN, by the sentence of death being publicly 
pronounced and recorded against him. And 
if we regard the Judge who tried and found 
man guilty in Eden to be in very deed Em- 
manuel, — as is generally believed, — ^then are 
we presented with the wondrous spectacle of 
a Sovereign Judge, finding the prisoners at bis 
bar guilty, and deserving to be consigned at 
once to everlasting despair ; yet suddenly 
thereafter pronouncing the awful sentence of 



THE LAMB OF GOD SLAIN. 65 

the law ON his own head ; — ^while in regard 
to the guilty, he only announced the chequered 
path by which they were, through faith in this 
wondrous love, to ascend from their dreadful 
position to the highest possible glory for ever- 
more. 

The Lamb of God was in this way " slain 
from the foundation of the toorld,'* because the 
law demanded death at the very time the sin 
should be committed — " The day thou eatett 
thereof thou shalt surely di^^ — and, because 
no blessing could flow to a sinner, but through 
a heaven-accepted propitiation for our sins. 
He was thus early slain in the eye of the law 
for our sins, that, in perfect consistency with 
Grod's holy character, the river of life and 
mercy might at once flow forth (through the 
proclamation of the everlasting gospel) in pa- 
rallel lines with the deep current of depravity 
and misery, now introduced by the sin of 
man, as its mighty antidote, — that, whosoever 
would, might take the water of life freely. 

But, not only did the Lord Grod sentence 
the Redeemer to death for the sins of the 
world, but he even pointed out the principal 
means by which that tremendous sentence was 
more than four thousand years a^x^vs^ \^ 
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be carried into effect. " And I will put en- 
mity," (addressing the Arch-murderer,) '* be- 
tween thee and the woman, and between thy 
seed and her seed ; it," (the Son of God,) 
" shall bruise thy head,"— (destroy thy works 
— completely, and for ever overthrow thy 
government in the world, — and in the act of 
effectually crushing thy headship over man,) 
" thou shalt bruise his heel — (shalt afflict his 
human nature to death. He shall die in the 
mighty and gloriously successful achievement 
of crushing thee under his foot, — ^that, through 
death, he may destroy thee who hast now, 
through the sin of man, the power of death.") 

In this way the " glorious gospel," or good 
news of a free salvation, through a suffering, 
yet all conquering Eedeemer, was proclaimed 
by the Lord to our first father. He sent not 
an angel to announce it. He did it Himself. 
Thus laying the deepest foundation for our 
confidence in a gospel, personally declared to 
the guilty, by the injured Sovereign — the 
infinite Majesty, — whose will is the law of 
the universe. 

Thus God first wrote his love to man in 
the splendours of Eden, and yet man disbe- 
lieved it. But, God so loved the world, that 
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he determined to write that love again in let- 
ters of blood, — even the blood of his only be- 
gotten Son, — " that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life." 
As if he had exclaimed, in the hearing of the 
universe, " Man doubted my eternal love, not- 
withstanding the vast provision I made for his 
constant blessedness, because I withheld from 
him a single tree. Behold ! I will convince 
him of luH folly, and of the guilt of his unbe- 
lief, by not witholding from him my only 
Son, the creator of the universe." 

Here, now we discover, what that Gospel 
was, — ^first preached to Adam by the lips of 
the Sovereign Judge. It manifestly included 
the great fact, that Christ was to die for his 
sins. This was declared, significantly, by the 
sentence of death being pronounced, immedi^ 
ately after his trial, on the head of an innocent 
Redeemer. Adam heard the sentence, and, 
we have reason to believe, understood it ; and, 
doubtless, rejoiced in the prospect of emanci- 
pation from sin and Satan, through the death 
and victory of the great Deliverer. For whom 
was the Redeemer thus, in effect, sentenced to 
die — ^if that sentence did not expressly include 
the sins of our first parents ? Th^^ ^«t^ 
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the only sinners of this world in existence ; 
and the penalty of the law which hnng over 
them (the fear of which led Adam to strive 
to hide himself fix)m the approaching Judge) 
declared, that the day <^ transgression should 
be the day of death ;— a death &r exceeding 
the mere dissolution of the body. That day 
had come. They were thus arraigned at the 
bar as criminals ; and, being found gnil^; 
awaited, in fearful silence, the uttering of the 
dread command for their execution. At that 
awful moment, they heard (substantially) the 
sentence of an agonizing, lingering death pro- 
noimced on one yet to be bom ; through whom 
perfect deliverance was to come. • And, as if 
to convince them that, by infinite love, the 
sentence of the law had thus actually been 
transferred to the head of a prospective kins- 
man Redeemer, and that now every legal 
barrier to the exercise of mercy and kindness 
to them was removed, — ^the Judge forthwith 
appeared in the endearing character of* a 
Father, and clothed his restored children with 
atHre — wherewith to live and stand before 
him. (Gen. iii. 21.) 

What, then, could be more joyfully con- 
vincing to the mind of our first father thaa 
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such a proceeding? What more adapted at 
once to deliver him from fear, and fill him with 
peace, and exulting hope, than that this coming 
one was actually to hear his sin, — to suffer for 
him, — " the just for the unjust " ? Let us con- 
ceive, in a well-ordered government, of a cri- 
minal tried by his Sovereign for an offence to 
which was justly attached a special penalty. 
He is found guilty, and all await the sentence 
being pronounced. When, lo! the king's son 
(his innocency being perfectly known) sud- 
denly presents himself before the Judge, and 
receives on his own head the sentence of the 
law due to that offence. The prisoner is then 
released ; and clothed by the Judge with a 
gift of new vestments ! Without almost a 
word declaring formally the transfer, would 
not these wondrous acts convey to one and all 
that the sentence of the law was really trans- 
ferred from the one to the other; — that the 
just suffered for the unjust? Such truly was 
the case of Adam. And if with Adam, — 
then certain^ in the case of every one cf his 
descendants. 

For when God spoke* to Adam in Eden, 
he spoke to the countless myriads which were 
to proceed from him, by natural descent. He 
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was their Head and Representative. Thus, in 
pronouncing the subsequent sentence of tem- 
poral death on Adam, — Baying — '< Dost thou 
art, and unto dust shalt thou return " — ^He 
pronounced it virtuallj on the head of every 
human being to the end of time. This is 
very distinctly affirmed in the epistles of Paul 
— ^as, for example, in the fifth chapter of his 
epistle to the Romans — ^and, again, (1 Cor. 
XV. 22), " In Adam all die." Hence, in 
preaching to men the good tidings of a Savi- 
our, who was coming to suffer for their sins, 
and achieve for them a glorious victory over 
Satan, — the whole human race were at that 
moment collectively before the eye of Jehovah. 
They were " yet in the loins of (their) &ther, 
when (God) met him " in Eden. (Heb. vii. 
10.) If, then, the sentence of temporal death, 
pronounced on Adam, was virtually for everjf 
creature — so, undoubtedly, was the Gospel 
preached to Adam intended also for the race — 
for every human being who should exist— of 
every clime — of every age— to the last man 
of the remotest generation. Again, therefore, 
we demand — What was that Gospel which 
was proclaimed to Adam ? 

Was it (as many teach at this day) a mere 
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offer of Christ ? — an offer of salyation ; in 
which the actual &ct of the propitiation of 
Christ for his own sinsy — as a truth for him 
whether he believed it or not, — ^was carei^j 
kept out of sight ; or only set forth as a very 
doubtful matter ; depending on the question of 
his after ^edth and character t Most certainly 
the reverse. God did not first ask the trem- 
bling sinners in Eden if they would accept 
Christ to die for them, ere he proceeded to 
pronounce the sentence on their head. They, 
'<m the contrary, simply heard the announce- 
ment of great and glorious &cts,— ^that an in- 
nocent Saviour was to suffer in effhcHng their 
deliverance; — ^that he would thoroughly des- 
troy the kingdom and power of the enemy of 
man. In other words, ihey heard — ^that he 
was to suffer and conquer fob jhem. For 
what other construction, let it be repeated, 
could they put on the fact, that, at the very 
moment and place, they justly expected to be 
judged to destruction — another person (jfree 
firom sin) was virtually sentenced to agonizing 
suffering 1 They knew of none for whom the 
coming one, as a matter of fact, could be sen- 
tenced to suffer but themselves. 

This then was the chief aspect^ vx^Ms^ '^sa 
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Gospel was presented to their view — -ihe tri- 
umphant suffering of anot/ier to redeem them. 
And if so, — then we learn, even from, this 
comparative daybreak of the Gospel,^ th&t the 
Son of God was, there and then, sentenced to 
death in the room and stead of every one cf 
their descendants. For, the Gospel to the first 
man was, and is, and must be, the very Gospel 
to every succeeding human being. 

Now, by comparing this first indirect pro- 
clamation of salvation to Adam, with the 
Gospel which was afterwards preached to the 
Shepherds of Bethlehem, — to Nicodemus, — 
to the tens of thousands in Judea and Lesser 
Asia, it will be found that they are essentially 
the same, — that the one was but an epitome 
of the other. Nothing more is needed to con- 
firm this statement than briefly to analyze 
the light of the " bright and morning star " as 
it shone into the benighted souls of our first 
parents. Here then, we have, JFirst, The 
LOVE OF God, not sending his son to Eden 
to condemn the man, but to save him. (John 
iii. 16.) Second, The gift of a great deliverer 
to the man; one "mighty to save " him, (Luke 
ii. 11.) Third, The propitiatory suffer- 
ings, — ^including the death of the Redeemer 
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for his deliverance. (1 John ii. 2.) Fourth, 
The final triumph of the Saviour over the 
enemies of man, and consequently his Lord- 
ship over all. (Rom. xiv. 9.) 

These, — all these were essentially pro- 
claimed as certain truths for Adam, — even in 
his sinful and condemned state, — such as he 
would understand, in conjunction with his 
awftd position, — to be immediate good tidings 
of great joy for himself. But these elements 
taken together, go to make up the everlasting 
Gospel in its glorious fulness for every crea- 
ture. Let any one, therefore, compare them 
with the brightest exhibitions in the New 
Testament times, and say whether they are 
not essentially one ? 

But here was no word of an offer of a Sa- 
viour ; — an expression, by which many in the 
present day, most injudiciously describe the 
sum and substance of the Gospel. But, on 
the contrary, we find the Gospel, as pro- 
claimed to Adam, and afterwards to the Shep- 
herds of Bethlehem, to be the joy inspiring 
announcement of facts, which were independ- 
endy true for them ; — true, whether they be- 
lieved, and thus were saved; or disbelieved 
and perished by making ** God a Imx." TV^ 



74 THE NATURE OP THE GOSPEL. 

word, " offer of salvation," however proper to 
be occasionally employed, yet ought never to be 
used indiscriminately, — unaccompanied with 
the dear declaration of the or^ righteous 
groundf on which such an offer can be made, — 
namely, the actual gift and death of Christ for 
the sinner's own transgressions. It ought, 
never to be employed, (if used at all,) without 
the explicit statement, or understanding, that 
the blessings of eternal life now offered, or pre- 
sented for the acceptance of sinners, have al- 
ready, as a glorious fact, been lodged in Jesus 
for them and for all, as the very gift of God^ 
— and only await their cordial belief of these 
good news, to have that gift transferred into 
their souls, through the Spirit of the Lord. 

But here, in passing,— let it be distinctly 
understood that, when God gave these gifts 

TO HIS SON "for THE REBELLIOUS." (Psalm 

Ixviii. 18.) — ^when it became gloriously true, 
that God had given to us (the guilty sinners 
of mankind) eternal life ;" and that " this 
life " was ** in his Son ;" it was no less clearly 
declared by the Father, that no man should 
enjoy this gift, or claim it as his own gift;, but 
in one unalterable manner, even by fidth in 
the Redeemer, while bowing to his sceptre. 
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For " this," said Jesus, " is the will of Him 
that sent me, that every one, which seeth the 
Son, and believeth on him, maj have ever- 
lasting life." (John vi. 40.) This was the 
decree of the Father, when life for every man 
was imparted to Jesus, — when it was lodged, 
as it were, in Him, as in a grand treasury 
FOR THE WORLD. Hcucc, uo man can be 
truly said to be pardoned,^or, in any sense, 
io have eternal life— (for the one is included in 
the other), — but he only, who has received 
JesuSy through believing in his name. For 
^' he that hath the Son " (and he only) << hath 
life^** (hath pardon), <<and he thai hath not the 
Son hath not life " (not pardon). (1 John v. 
12.) Nevertheless, the free gift is, by the 
Gospel, urgently presented for the sinner's 
immediate acceptance, through believing. 

To describe the Grospel, therefore, as a 
mere " offer of Salvation " through Christ, 
tends manifestly to throw a veil over its chief 
glory. It obscures the fact already mentioned^ 
that what gives peace to the sin-convinced 
soul, is the knowledge of a love — of a gift, 
and of A FINISHED WORK OR HIS behalf, 
which are true, whether he hails the tidings or 
Tweets them. His believing does not make 
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them true, nor does his disbeKeving alter their 
nature. Though, doubtless, as no one can be 
benefited by a natural medicine which he does 
not employ ; — ^so, in the very nature of things, 
no one can be saved (that is healed) by the 
Gospel, (which is sent as a spiritual medicine 
to restore the soul,) unless he receives and re- 
joices in its tidings. 

I. — The love of God is not merely offered. 
It is proclaimed as having a real existence for 
the world, — for every man, — whether it be be- 
lieved or rejected, — just as the sun shines for 
all, though some men, in place of walking every 
day in its light and splendour, may choose to 
live in some deep caverns during their lives, 
where its beams cannot reach them. Thus 
" Grod so loved the world that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
on him " (believeth what ? — ^believeth that love 
and that gift, in their proper meaning, as really 
existing for himself ) "should not perish, but 
have everlasting life." The existence of that 
love even to those who disbelieve the remedy, 
and perish in their diseases, is most affectingly 
revealed both in the Old and New Testament 
scriptures. Let one or two instances suffice. 
" O that my head were waters and my eyes a 
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fountain of tears," exclaimed the prophet un- 
der the inspiration of the God of love, '' that 
I might weep night and day for the slain of 
the daughter of my people." (Jer. ix. 1.) 
And on the brow of Mount Oh'vet, we behold, 
in the tears of Jesus over Jerusalem, the same 
fervent, compassionate love to those who were 
then refusing, and would finaUy reject him. 
(Luke xix. 41.) 

IL — Christ, as a propitiation^ is not merely 
offered^ — ^but is actually given to all. He 
had already been given to, and for the world, 
— ^before the first amioimcement of the glad 
tidings of salvation was made. How could 
he have been sentenced to death in Eden, if 
not first given for that end, — and thus related 
to the world? The very declaration, there- 
fore, that Christ is a gift to all, — ^that he, as 
stichj stood in our place at Calvary, -^suffered 
for our sins, and brought in for us everlasting 
righteouiHiess, — at once demonstrates the love 
of God to us ; and cannot be understood and 
believed by any man, in its grand bearings oh 
himself, vnthotU peace with God, But, on the 
other hand, men may, and do believe, that 
Christ is offered to them in the Gospel, who 
obtain no blessing by their faith. For to pro* 
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claim by itself an offer ^ on certain conditions, 
is not necessarily to manifest love — ^since an 
offer may be made on the part of a Govern- 
ment from mere prudential considerations. 
Nor does it necessarily exhibit good tidings. 
For it may be out of the power of him to 
whom the offer is made to comply with its 
terms, or avail himself of its provisions. 

These statements may be verified by a 
thousand cases in common life, — ^where offers 
of all kinds are made. Hence, by itself, the 
expression, " offer of salvation," cannot be an 
epitome of the Gospel. For the Scripture 
terms, in which the Gospel is expressed, con- 
vey, on their very front, boundless love — ^and 
glad tidings to every man. " To you a child 
is born ; to you a son is given." But the fre- 
quent abstract employment of the expression 
under review, rather tends to hide the love of 
God ; — to put the gift and propitiation into 
the shade ; — to draw away the mind from 
what has actually been done by Christ as a 
ground of peace to the conditions of the offer ; 
— to the anxious, destracting question, — ^What 
is implied by accepting it ? 

But why, let it be demanded, continually 
use a word, in setting forth the Gospel, — as 
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many do, — never employed^ either hy Christ or 
his Apostles in their preaching ? Why coin a 
new phrase, nowhere found in the inspired 
form of sound words ? Why supersede or dis- 
place the apostolic manner of exhibiting the 
Gospel ? Does not the almost systematic al- 
teration in the manner of presenting the truth 
by many at this day — ^give just ground to fear 
whether what is preached be, in all respects, 
the Everlasting Gospel ? But this obscura- 
tion of the Gospel can be at once accounted 
for. Trace it to its source, and it will doubt- 
less be found, in many cases, to have origi- 
nated with those who do not perceive the love 
of God, and the death of Christ for all men. 
And how, in such a view, could they avoid 
this injurious alteration ? T7iey are shut up 
to it It is with them a matter of necessity ; 
if their creed is to be maintained. For it is 
made to correspond with their uncertain theory. 
On the other hand, Jesus Christ and his 
Apostles proclaimed a divine love — a gift — 
an atonement for all men. Hence they called 
on men everywhere to believe the Gospel ; — 
the Gospel of their salvation. (Eph. i. 12.) 
But those who cannot consistently declare to 
any man, in his natural state, that God com- 
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passionately loves him, — even as the fitther 
loved the prodigal, though dwelling in the far 
country, — ^that Jesus Christ is a gift from God 
to him, — and an accepted propitiation for his 
sins,— are put to a stand. If they cannot 
present these glorious facts as certain *tmthB 
for any man, till he has passed from death 
unto life, — ^what can they ask him to believe, 
even when he is awakened to his danger? 
What — to give him immediate peace 1 Noth- 
ing but some attenuated form of the Gk)spel — 
such as, that Grod has made him, through his 
Son, an offer of salvation I Nevertheless, this 
offer (they will allow, when interrogated) none 
will receive but those few whom Christ ha» 
actually died, and thus made full satis&ction 
lor their sins. But whether he, the inquirer, 
be amongst that number for whose sins Christ 
became a propitiation — ^is altogether micertai& 
Time alone will reveal it. He is then en- 
treated to accept of it ; — or to i»ay to Grod to 
enable him to do so. But what is really in- 
cluded by the act of accepting? — how this 
step should be precisely taken, where the 
ground is so narrow and so covered with misi, 
— he will be perplexed to determine. 

Does Ms give the awakened sinner peace 
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and joy, even when he believes all he has heard, 
and conscientiously agrees to try the counsel ? 
Can it be reasonably expected to do so? Let 
any one candidly look at such a statement 
of the Gospel, and say whether it has any 
just claim, according to the principles of the 
scripture, or of the human constitution, to be 
designated *'good tidings of great joy," — that 
is, tidings adapted to produce great joy, when 
immediately and simply believed? Impos- 
sible ! Its manifest tendencies, (illustrated by 
innumerable facts) affirm the contrary. It may, 
and does introduce at first, a ray of hope into 
the anxious benighted mind. But, far in- 
deed is that uncertain ray from being justly 
termed " great joy !" 

Those who hold a limited atonement, fre- 
quently point, in support of their views, to 
various scripture expressions, considered- apart 
from the leading object for which they are in- 
troduced. They point, for example, to some 
expressions of Jesus in the parable of the 
" Good Shepherd and the Sheep." Now this 
parable was designed to illustrate the superi^ 
ority of Himself-, " tlie good shepherd,^^ to the 
many false shepherds who had gone before 
him. By a striking antithesis, the Lord ex- 
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hibits these false shepherds on the one hand, 
as having no disinterested love to the sheep, — 
as doing every thing from the most covetoosy 
selfish motives, — ^as being thieves and robbers, 
and ever ready to forsake the sheep when ex- 
posed to danger on their account For, " the 
hireling fleeth because he is an hireling and 
careth not for the sheep.** But, oa the other 
hand, he presents his own character in most 
beauteous contrast to theirs. While they fled at 
the approach of danger, he delivers the sheep at 
the expense of his life. The primary meanings 
therefore, of the expression, ** I lay down my 
life for the sheep,** in this paralde, is not atone- 
ment (though doubtless it includes it,) — ^but, 
(keeping up the figure of a good shepherd^) 
the intense, disinterested love, which will 
hrave every danger^ yea, lay down life itself, 
to de^nd and rescue his eharge. In this s^ise^ 
believers are called (1 John iii. 16) to lay 
down their lives for " the brethren.'* Does not 
Jesus here indirectly condemn the " hireling 
shepherds,** for not riskingj or even laying downy 
their lives to save the sheep from danger! 
Hence he exclaims, — I am the good shep- 
herd — ^the good shepherd, in distinction from 
them, giveth his life for the sheep. "But** 
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(in place of being willing to do this, in de- 
fence of the sheep,) " he that is an hireling, 
seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep 
and fleeth." Thus, he pointed out to the un- 
belieying Jews (who disclaimed his qualifica- 
tions for being the Messiah) his perfect fitness 
for the great office; that they might be drawn 
to him by the greatness of his disinterested 
love, — the purity of his designs — ^in seeking 
their happiness and safety. 

But what has this parabolic imagery (pic- 
tured out for such a design) to do with the 
txUmt of the atonement % On the same prin- 
ciple we might argue from the beauteous par- 
able of the prodigal son, that no meduUor 
whatever is required, ere sinM men be re- 
conciled to Grod ! For we read of none in the 
parable, before the younger son arose and 
came to his father — was welcomed and par- 
doned ! The question, in either case, is simply 
— ^What were the great leading objects in- 
tended by the parable f Having ascertained 
these, we shall perceive more clearly the 
simple design of the accompanying parabolic 
drapery, or vivid illustrations. 

In a similar way, the language of Paul, 
addressed to the Elders of Epheawa, \/o ^^ Wi^ 
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the Church of God which he had purchasec 
with his own blood " (Acts xx. 28) is misun- 
derstood, as if it implied an exchisiveness o: 
all others ; — as if it denoted, that he was noi 
" also a propitiation for the sins of the whol( 
world." (1 John ii. 2.) But it is eliough tc 
reply, that the interpretation of other scrip- 
tures, on such a principle, would lead to al] 
manner of error and even of absurdity ! For, 
with equal force, may the divinity of our Lord 
he denied, because in some scriptures he is ex- 
pressly declared to be "Mc man Christ Jesus.'" 
And so also might it be maintained, that oui 
Saviour loved but one of his attendant dis- 
ciples, — to the exclusion of the others ! For 
in the concluding chapter of the gospel by 
John, we read of " that disciple whom Jesus 
hved" Did he then love no others, because 
it is expressly written — " that there was one 
amongst them whom he loved," — loved em- 
phatically? If, then (as all wall allow), the 
expression—" that disciple whom Jesus loved" 
— in no respect implied, that he did not love 
the other disciples, but only that he regarded 
John with peculiar affection," — why should 
the mere expression of Christ " loving the 
Church, or giving himself for it," be inter- 



CHKIST LOVED THE CHURCH. 85 

preted in any other way ? Why should it be 
regarded as iudirectlj denying an atonement 
for the sins of the world, — when that great 
foundation truth is so clearly, — so frequently, 
— so emphatically revealed elsewhere ? The 
primary source of the error, however, will be 
found in the answer to the question — " What 
IS AN Atonement ? " — a question which will 
afterwards be fully answered. 

It is true, indeed, that Christ continually 
looked forward to the progressive existence 
and glorious consummation of his Church ; 
and to his eternal fellowship with her amidst 
the beatitudes of a " New Heavens and a 
New Earth," — as an essential part of his great 
reward ; when he should thus " see of the 
travail of his soul and be satisfied." And it is 
no less true, that he ever regards his people 
with a complacent delight beyond all expres- 
sion, — a delight which he cannot possibly feel 
to unregenerate sinners. He rests in his love 
— he rejoices over them with singing. 

But why should this triumphant joy in and 
over his people be regarded as a denial, in 
any degree, of that deep-toned love which 
every tear spoke, when he wept over those that 
wotdd not have that love; — ^that vjould iu>l 

-a 
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form a part of that Church— that went down 
to destruction because they would not have him 
to reign over them ? Why should his looking 
forward with joy to those, who, through grace, 
would accept of him, lead to the destructive 
erroi>— of imagining that he has no love and 
no grief for those who refect him, — and that 
he has made no real provision for their deli- 
verance, — when the very fact of that love 
and that provision for them — at once illus- 
trates, in many ways, the c/taracter of God to 
the universe; — and vindicates his government 
in regard to their everlasting condition 1 



CHAPTER III. 



THE EVERLASTING GOSPEL, AS FROCL AIMED BY 
AN ANGEL FROM HEAVEN. 



Before referring to the beauteous case of the 
Shepherds of Bethlehem, let the following 
simple propositions engage the attention of 
the reader. They will be found to involve 
a criterion of the inMlible meaning of the 
Gospel to every man, — ^level to every appre- 
hension, and thoroughly conclusive : — 

First. — ^There is but one, and only one, 
Grospel of the grace of God revealed in Scrip- 
ture, from the beginning to the end, — ^which 
is unchangeable. 

Second, — ^This one — this " Everlasting 
Gospel " — is commanded by the highest au- 
thority to be preached to every creature — 
without distinction or exception. 
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Third, — Seeing, then, there is but one 
Gospel for all, — we have only to ascertain 
what are the essential elements of any in- 
spired statement of that Gospel, throughout . 
Scripture, in order to perceive what ought 
to be proclaimed, by the same authority, in 
the same or similar language to evert man. 
For to imagine that the Gospel could at any 
time be addressed to certain persons, — such as 
the Shepherds of Bethlehem, or the Woman 
of Samaria, — in language, which is not in- 
tended, in its full signification^ for every per- 
son to the end of the world, — is to fall prac- 
tically, into the foolish error, that there are 
two or more gospels revealed ; or that there 
was given by God, at any time, a private or 
supplementary revelation of mercy, to any 
sinner, over and above the Gospel to all^ as 
a gi'ound of confidence before God ! — a con- 
clusion, utterly opposed to the Word of God, 
For where the Gospel was preached to any 
person or persons by Christ himself, or by one 
or other of his inspired servants (as recorded 
in Scripture), these persons were, for the time, 
representatives of the entire human family^ in 
as much as that the glad tidings, which were 
freely proclaimed to them, were virtually, 
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THBOUGH THEM, proclaimed by the sovereign 
appointment of God to " evert creature." 

No theory of the Grospel, which goes to 
limit the love of God, or the propitiation of 
Christ, to a certain number, can meet this 
manifest criterion. For the Gospel, in such a 
view, contains in it a secret meaningybr somcy 
which it does not really possess for evert/ one. 
And those who preach it, though they may 
abound in general, indefinite, invitations, yet 
actually employ its general language, as a 
kind of experimental means for ascertaining 
the persons, for whom, in reality, the provi- 
sion of mercy has been made — for whose sins 
the Son of God, by his death, made perfect 
satisfaction. The joyful solution of these 
awful questions, — to set at rest the mind of 
any sinner (according to them)— depends on 
the fact, of his having been previously enabled 
from above to respond to the general invita- 
tions. Till this is done, these infinite pro- 
blems remain an awful secret. When they 
(who adopt this theory) are pressed with the 
question — " How can you consistently invite 
persons to a feast, while, at the same moment, 
you cannot — you dare not — assure them that 
the provision of mercy has been aclxx^X^-^/vev 
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fact, made for themy and for all I" — their 
answer is at hand — " We tell sinners, — all 
are invited ; and that whosoever comes to 
Jesus, * he will in no wise cast out ; ' — that 
every one, who truly comes, wiU find that it 
has been prepared ybr At/».** 

Now this plausible answer evades the dif- 
ficulty, but does not, in any way, meet it 
For the question returns — what is meant by 
the figurative expression — coming to Christ f 
Does it mean prayer? — or does it mean be- 
lieving ? — or both ? If it means * believing,* 
(or its immediate result,) as it really does, 
(John vi. 35,) then, let it be demanded — 
what is it 'that the sinner has to believe — 
in order thus to come to Jesus ? Let this he 
distinctly stated. Can he believe God's love 
to him? — or, can he believe in the plain and 
complete sense of the words, — that Jesus died 
for him? — made perfect satisfaction for his 
guilt? No — this is refused. For, according 
to the theory in question, no unconverted man 
has any absolute ground to regard these as 
glorious facts for himself. What, then, we re- 
peat, has the sinner to believe in order to ac- 
complish the coming ? Wliatever it is, it must 
be that which is of itself adapted to produce 
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confidence in Grod. But apart from the 
knowledge of the love of God to us^ — and 
apart from the certainty of the death of Christ 
for our sins, — what is there which can imme- 
diately inspire this sure trust and confidence ? 
What is there in the Gospel, apart from these 
great facts, which h«js any adaptation to break 
down enmity?— remove fear? and lead the 
soul to exclaim, '* I will arise and go to my 
Father " *? If the sinner is not certain of the 
love of God to himself, on the one hand — and 
not certain of his being able to accomplish 
that which is implied in " coming," on the 
other — ^how gloomy are his immediate pros- 
pects ! He is, on all hands, surrounded with 
uncertainties ; and often tempted to give up 
the matter in despair. In such circumstances, 
to speak of coming to Christ is little else, — 
to many hearers, than a tantalizing, indefi- 
nite sound, — while they frequently, in bitter 
anxiety, echo — " How come ? " " Whither 
COME ? " " What is coming ? " But no dis- 
tinct satisfactory answer is returned. Little 
else, indeed, but vague or mystical reiteration. 
Hence, we see that faith and prayer to be ex- 
ercised aright must have a sufficient basis 
on which to rest. But if th^ onV^ Viwsv^ wjk. 
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which they can reasonablj be expected to 
rest — is systematically removed, how vain to 
demand their exercise I 

Does any one, then, desire to know fully 
and distinctly — what that Gospel* is, which 
Christ commanded to be preached to every 
creature ? and what is implied by coming to 
Christ f — there is no occasion for him to enter 
into the labyrinths of human controversy, — 
into the almost endless theories which are 
being promulgated on the subject. There is a 
shorter, — clearer, — more excellent way. Let 
him place himself in spirit near to Adam in 
Eden, — to the Shepherds of Bethlehem, — to 
Nicodemus, — to the woman at Jacob's Well, 
— ^to the thousands on the day of Pentecost, 
while the Gospel was being proclaimed to each 
of them, — and then understand, that every 
element of the truth addressed to them, be- 
longs to hinriy to the same extent of meaning, 
-^and to all. For there is but one Gospel for 
ALL. Let him remember, in this light, that if 
it can be shown that a single inspired procla- 
mation of the Gospel, as such, to any indivi- 
dual or number of individuals, really declared, 
or implied, that Christ was " bom for them,** 
" given to them,*^ or <« died for them" then 
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it is assuredly established that Christ was 
" bom," " given," died," for " every creature." 
For such a declaration, in any of these cases, 
was, or was not, " the Gospel." And if it was, 
— then it belongs, as such, by the command 
of Christ, to the entire world. Go — said he 

PREACH THE GOSPEL TO EVERT CREATURE. 

Who can deny this conclusion without, in 
effect, seeking to remove, or cover over, the 
monumental pillars, set up by divine autho- 
rity, to guide every awakened soul to imme- 
diate peace? — without directly opposing the 
grand design, for which these distinct speci- 
mens of the saving truth were recorded! For 
the very glory of these inspired proclamations 
of the Gospel is, — that the persons spoken 
to were, for the time, while the Gospel was 
being set before them, — representatives of 
the whole world. Thus, for example, what 
Jesus spoke to Nicodemus, or to the Sama- 
ritan woman, he is even now substantially 
speaking to every unrenewed man or woman 
who reads or hears the narrative. 

Now, in deciding the great questi(ms, — 
whether or not it is matter of express revela- 
tion to every sinner of mankind, that God 
compassionately loves hiniy evei «a \Xi^ SaJiJcv^t 
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of the prodigal loved his son, while yet he 
was in the far country ; — whether or not 
Jesus Christ was actually given to make sa- 
tis&ction for his sins, and for the sins of all, 
and thus open up a ** new and living way,'* 
by which he might return, with the cer- 
tainty of acceptance, to Grod ? — ^in judging of 
this, let it be supposed that it was nowhere 
directly stated in the inspired oracles that 
" God 80 loved the worlds that he gave his 
only begotten son," *Hhat the world might be 
saved;" (John iii. 16 — 17.) that it was no- 
where recorded, that Jesus "tasted death for 
every man ; " (Heb. ii. 9.) that " he gave him- 
self a ransom /or a//;" (1 Tim. ii. 6) that "he 
was the propitiation for the sins of the whole 
world;" (1 John ii. 2) — or, let it for a moment 
be assumed that these remarkable passages, 
could not, on sound principles of interpreta- 
tion, settle the controversy — there is still left 
a clear and demonstrative way of ascertaining 
the mind of God on the great subject; — and 
that is, by the inquiry already alluded to, 
namely — What was the essential amount of 
truth contained in any, or all, the inspired 
statements of the Gospel, from the commence- 
ment to the close of revelation ? 
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Having gathered into one view all the 
direct Scripture declarations of the Gospel, 
from the first in Eden, to the last in the 
Island of Patmos — ^the candid inquirer will 
soon discover all the essential truths which 
must be stated, or implied, in every scriptural 
announcement of it ; and thus he will be pre- 
sented with an infallible key to the great 
question, — What is that Everlasting Gospel 
which gives peace to the soul, as soon as it 
is known or believed ? By this conclusion, 
he will stand on a Rock ; — far removed above 
the mists of human controversy, in regard to 
the Gospel, — even by simply comparing Scrip- 
ture with Scripture ; and ever remembering 
that there is but One Gospel authorized by 
God, and that that Gospel, with all its joy- 
inspiring elements, is for " evert creature.** 

And when he is assailed in his strong posi- 
tion, he will find that the same process of in- 
vestigation which, by the blessing of God, 
gave him a key to discover the unsearchable 
riches of Christ, affords him, also, a true cri- 
terion by which to test every other man's the- 
ory or definition of the glad tidings. That 
criterion is simply as follows. Every true 
definition of the Gospel must substantiallY fixvd. 
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a counterpart, — not merely in this or that 
isolated text of Scripture,— but in all the in- 
spired declarations of the Gospel to sinners, 
individually, or collectively, from the begin- 
ning to the end of the sacred writings. If, 
therefore, any man's theory of the Qospel 
refuses to harmonize, directly and naturally, 
with any one proclamation or definition of 
the glad tidings, either in the Old or New 
Testament dispensations, then it is erroneous 
or defective. In other words, if a clear truth 
can be found in any recorded Scripture pro- 
clamation of the Gospel, which is not mani- 
festly set forth, in om* adopted creed, or 
theory, of the saving truth, — then, again, it 
is disproved. 

Before bringing this simple, yet most cer- 
tain criterion, to bear on the Angelic Message 
at Bethlehem, — let us, for a moment, consider 
it in reference to the definition of the Grospel 
given by Paul to the Corinthians. (1 Cor. 
XV. 1 — 4.) "Morover, brethren, I declare 
unto you the Gospel — which I preached unto 
you, which also ye have received, and where- 
in ye stand. For I delivered unto you, first 
of all, that which I also received, how that 
Christ died for our sins, according to the 



THE GOSPEL AT CORINTH. 97 

Scriptures; that he was buried, and that he 
rose again the third day according to the 
Scriptures." 

These simple announcements, had a first 
or prominent place in what Paul preached to 
them, when they were heathen idolaters. He 
declares these facts to be " <^^ Gospel^ But 
if it was the Gospel to them — that Christ died 
for their sins, — then surely it is the Gospel 
for every man living — that Christ died for his 
sins ; and that in the same sense. To speak 
of the pronoun " our sins" in the above quo- 
tation, — as if it referred to them, chiefly in 
the character of believers or Christians ; or, 
to say that Christ died for them, in a sense 
different from that in which he died for the 
whole human race — as some maintain — is a 
most unscriptural fallacy — a mere creation of 
men — ^to save, if possible, (when in danger) 
the doctrine of a limited atonement. For the 
Gospel, as such^ is addressed to men, con- 
sidered as sinners ; who have nothing what- 
ever to recommend, or entitle them to the 
favour of God. Hence, when it is preached 
over again to those who have fled to the Re- 
deemer, it still regards them in the same light, 
•—only in the character of sinners, Thus^ the 
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words of Jesus, which rebuked the self-righte- 
ous Pharisees, will equally, in one respect, 
apply in the present case. He came not to 
call the righteous — ^for the Gospel a(]^resses 
none such — " but sinners to repentance."— 
(Mark ii. 17.) 

But the words of Paul seem even to anti- 
cipate the error in question. For we are ex- 
pressly informed by him — that the Gospel 
which he now declared to the Corinthians, 
(who had become brethren in Christ), was the 
very Gospel, which, from the beginning he had 
preached to them, when unconverted sinners 
— and which they had received in their perish- 
ing condition. Where, then, is the ground 
here, (or, indeed, any where), for the ficdon 
of Christ dying for men in different senses ? 

Still keeping in view the criterion of Gos- 
pel truth just described ; let us now place our- 
selves beside the Shepherds — when the angel 
thus addressed them, in the plains of Bethle- 
hem — and through them, every human being, 
to the end of time, — " Fear not, for behold I 
bring you good tidings of great joy, — which 
shall be to all people. For unto you is bom 
this day, in the city of David, a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord." 
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To perceive the full force of these words, it 
will be necessary, first, to consider the position 
and character of these Shepherds. They were 
sinners. And, as such, they were condemned 
by the law and justice of God. They had 
thus, by nature, every thing to fear from God* 
When, therefore, the angel commanded them 
to lay aside fear — ^we are not to regard the 
command as a mere friendly introduction, to 
allay their timidity in the sight of so glorious 
a messenger ; but, also, and chiefly, as indi- 
rectly declaring that, in the tidings he had to 
communicate, there was enough, at once, to 
banish every fear and fill them with the most 
opposite emotions. And what could do this, 
— ^as will speedily be shown, — but the certain 
knowledge of the love of God having already 
made a provision for the removal of those sins, 
which alone formed the ground of their slavish 
terror of God. The mere possibility of an ac- 
tual provision having been made for their own 
personal forgiveness, — and a general invita- 
tion to them, founded on that possibility, — 
( which is the amount of the Gospel, preached 
by many) could not, in the nature of things, 
remove their fear;— could not in the nature 
of things, fill them with "^rca^joy." 
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For it is well known, that where one is 
awake to great and imminent danger, — ^no 
comfort of a problematical or doubtful kind; — 
nothing but what is sure to the mind — can 
allay the deep anxiety or alarm, and fully in- 
fuse the opposite feelings. But here we have 
a clear intimation that the good news would 
certainly, as soon as known, produce these 
happy results. And what could accomplish 
this, — ^but the certain fact of the Son of God 
having arnved on this eai'th to bear away 
their sins ; and introduce them, through the 
knowledge of his character and work, to all 
the privileges of the love and favour of Grod ? 

Keeping, then, before us the facts, — that at 
the moment the Gospel was being proclaimed 
to the Shepherds, they were the representa- 
tives of all men ; — that the address of the 
angel was in reality the Everlasting Gospel, 
— embodying substantially every one of its 
essential truths, — and belonging, by the au- 
thority of Christ, in its richest, — ^indeed its 
only — ^signification to every creature, — ^let us 
still further refer, first, to the inspired crite- 
rion accompanying the message — of its being 
truly believed ; and, next, to its superscription. 

First, — ^the Criterion of truly believing 
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the message. It is termed " tidings of 
GREAT JOY," — that is, tidings which shall 
infallibly produce, in every mind, great joy, 
the moment their import is fuUy understood 
and believed. Let this criterion, therefore, 
be deeply pondered. For if the Gospel, which 
any professing Christian recognizes, does not, 
in some degree (we speak not of the highest 
degree) inspire him with peace and "joy in 
God," (while it revolutionizes his character) 
we are warranted in declaring,— either that 
he does not truly understand and believe it, 
—or that it wants the seal of Heaven ; and 
lacks an essential sign of being the very 
Goipel of God. (Romans i. 16.) 

It is utterly vain, and soul-ensnaring, to 
evade this inspired criterion of believing the 
Gospel, by pointing to the common experi- 
ence of many, apparently consistent professing 
Christians, who experimentally know nothing 
of this habitual peace and joy, — as an argu- 
ment against the plainest declarations of the 
word of God. And yet, it is to be feared, that 
many, who are really destitute of these "things 
which accompany salvation,'* still keep their 
minds at ease, because certain eminent persons 
have sometimes spoken, as if the.-j ^«ci\fc^ 
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them ; — and because, perhaps, the majority of 
those with whom they are associated were ha- 
bitually silent about such personal experience. 

But let such a principle of interpretation 
be once 3delded to, — and no boundary can be 
set to its dangerous tendencies. For, accord- 
ing to it, when men read the Bible in a " La- 
odicean" atmosphere, the plainest words be- 
come perverted — ^to bring their meaning down 
to square with the general standard, — lest 
many, who have a " form of godliness with- 
out the power," should be manifestly unchris- 
tianized. Indeed, some have not been slow to 
discover a shorter and easier way still — to 
keep their consciences asleep,— even by com- 
ing to the abrupt conclusion, that the high 
and heavenly experience characterizing the 
healthful Christians, described in the New 
Testament, was peculiar to primitive times, — 
and not note to be demanded of every be- 
liever in Jesus ! 

But, no. We dare neither deny nor dilute 
the high tests of living Christianity recorded 
in the Word of God, — ^though multitudes in 
our Churches — ministers or people, should be 
condemned. Had the Son of God, — ^were it 
possible, — acted on this temporizing principle, 
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he would not have excited the wrath which led 
to his crucifixion. Had Luther done this, in 
his day, — we should never, in all probability, 
have heard of the Reformation, or realized its 
blessings. "To the law and testimony" must 
be our first and last appeal. How readest 
thou ? — " Let God be true, and every man a 
liar " ! Li place of covering over the " land 
marks" which the Bible points out, as infal- 
libly indicating those who are on the " High 
way" to glory, — we are bound to compare our 
own course, and that of all others, with them. 
(1 John ii. 3 ; iii. 14.) And if it does not 
accord with the unalterable tests of Scripture 
in the case of any one, — then he is called, with- 
out delay, to begin at the beginning, — to come 
at once to the cross of Christ as a perishing 
sinner, who had never come before, — to re- 
ceive freely, and at once, eternal life, through 
the blood of the Redeemer. Thus, " being 
justified by faith," he shall certainly enjoy 
" peace with God," and " rejoice in hope of 
the glory of God." 

Nothing can be more dangerous to immor- 
tal souls who live in a land of Christian light 
and privileges, or more fearfully adapted to 
neutralize the proclamation of the Goa\^^l^ 
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than the too common lullaby, — that men may 
really be Christians without knowing that 
they truly are so, — may be on the way to 
glory without realizing, in some measure, that 
they are indeed " new creatures in Christ 
Jesus." — (2 Cor. v. 17.) It is a Requiem 
sung over deluded self-deceivers, — composed, 
indeed, by Satan, — ^but nowhere found among 
** the songs of Zion." But people " love to 
have it so ;*' — and, not finding any authority 
for the delusion in the Scriptures, — they fly 
for protection to some extreme cases of experi- 
ence,^in the memoirs of departed Christians, 
— or, perhaps, to some expressions of doubt 
or alarm, uttered by some eminent minister, 
on a death-bed, in a moment of temporary 
despondency or temptation. And these ap- 
parent exceptions to Christian privileges, are 
eagerly regarded as quite enough to set aside 
the essential confidence and criteria of a true 
Christian; described in the word of God ; 
and thus also, to support the dogma, — that 
men mat/ be true believers, — that is, may be 
justified— 7in a state of grace, — and yet not 
knoio that they really have " peace with God 
through the Lord Jesus" ! 

"The kingdom of heaven," said Jesus, "i» 
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like unto a merchantman seeking goodly 
pearls, who, when he had found one pearl 
of great price, for joy^ went and sold all 
that he had, and bought it." (Mat. xiii. 
4«5, 46.) Can it then be conceived that he 
did not know that he had the pearl? But, 
again, those who truly believe, are said, -at 
conversion, to be translated by God into the 
kingdom of his dear Son — to be " called out 
of darkness into marvellous light. (1 Peter 
ii. 9. Col. i. 13.) Can we imagine a man 
whose eyes are open, — suddenly brought out 
from the centre of a deep, dark, dungeon, 
to the blaze of day, — and yet not be acquaint- 
ed with the change in his circumstances I 
Impossible. 

So far from regarding deliverance from the 
fear of death, as a singularly exalted privilege, 
(as many now regard it), — ^as being peculiar 
only to Christians of eminent growth ; we 
find the Apostle speaking of it as common to 
all believers. *' We know," said he, — ^includ- 
ing the whole Church, — " that if the earthly 
house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we 
have a building of Grod, an house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens." (2 Cor. 

V. 1.) 
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But why should the privileges so freely 'en- 
joyed by believers when the apostle wrote^=;4>e 
now so scantily realized? Why should nieli- 
verance from the fear of death, and the Ib^MBig 
of Christ's second appearing, be regarded noor 
as an uncommon attainment? Whence the real 
source of the difference ? It is simply this. 
The first Christians received that deliverance 
from fear of death, — even the triumphant con- 
fidence in the prospect of meeting Grod, as one 
of the immediate fruits of believing the Go^peL 
Hence the language of Paul, " Being justified 
by faith, we have peace with God," and "r^ 
joice in hope (that is, — ^we exult in anticipa- 
tion) of the glory of God." (Rom. v. 1, 2.) 

Let it be repeated — it was then a common, 
immediate fruit of believing the Gospel ; — a 
confidence natively arising from the reception 
of the glad tidings of salvation, and from " a 
heart newly sprinkled from an evil con- 
science." The moment the " evil conscience " 
was removed, — ^through faith in the blood of 
Christ, — the fear of death proportionally Jled 
with it; and, at that moment, like spirit of 
adoption led the believer to exclaim, " Abba, 
Father" — (Gal. iv. 6) — and to long to be 
with him for evermore. (Bom. v. 2.) The 
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bdtef of the Gospel, in its. purity — ^through 
gmde — opened the door of the heart for the 
admission of the Holy Spirit. And no sooner 
did he enter — (Rev. iii. 20) — ^than the for- 
gireness was effected — the conscience was 
purged — and the soul sat down to the ban- 
quet of eternal love. 

'^KLt no sooner was the Gospel dimmed, or 
darkened, (as it doubtless has been in very 
msiXij subsequent ages, and — there is too 
much^js^oson to conclude — is only even yet 
eiaefging from the mists and shadows) than 
tUft remarkable effect of receiving it — more 
or- less ceased. And thus, when men came 
almost, or altogether, to see and feel that the 
knowledge of the Gospel — as they understood 
f^did not thoroughly, by the blood of Jesus, 
sprinkle them from an evil conscience, — and, 
consequently, did not really emancipate them 
from the fear of death' (for they go together) — 
what could be more natural than that they 
should have fallen into the error — now so ge- 
neral — that emancipation from the bondage of 
the fear of death, — or the certainty of going to 
heaven, were to be reached through an in- 
creasing amount of personal holiness ? Is it 
any wonder that this error has st\\l ^■a.x^fcft'c 
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damaged the Gospel, and spread a blight over 
the Christian world? For its manifest ten- 
dencies are to subvert the Gospel, and to en- 
tangle the soul in the dreary meshes of self- 
righteousness. 

Nothing Avas required by the early Chris- 
tians to look boldly into eternity — but what 
enabled them to draw near, with boldness, to 
the throne of grace, — " by a new and living 
way which he hath consecrated for us, through 
the veil ; that is to say, his flesh." (Heb. x. 
19, 20.) In like proportion as they had the 
one " boldness " — namely, to approach the 
"throne of grace "—(Heb. iv. 16)— so had 
they the other boldness, " to look into eterni- 
ty," with exulting anticipations. (1 Peter i. 
8, 4.) For they are essentially one. But to 
seek confidence in the prospect of meeting 
God at the portals of eternity, by a lengthened 
course of persevering obedience, is very nearly 
akin to the destructive error— ^denounced on 
all hands by what are termed evangelical 
Christians) — of seeking pardon and peace 
with God by virtue of good works, or through 
a previous course of obedience, — and not at 
once, as it ought to be, through faith in the 
blood of Jesus, ' 
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So far from reaching after a new ground of 
confidence for salvation, — we are urgently en- 
treated by the Apostle to '* hold fast the be- 
ginning of our confidence," and "the rejoicing 
of the hope (or expectation cf glory) firm unto 
the end." (Heb. iii. 6, 14.) Thus, the most 
eminent saints of God, (when, like Simeon of 
old, — they are on the verge of glory) — ^adopt 
the very language of new converts^ when speak- 
ing of the ground of their blissful anticipations. 
They may have lived forty or sixty years in 
the service of Jesus — brought forth fruit an 
hundred fold, — may have been distinguished 
blessings to the Church and the world, — ^yet, 
when referring on a death-bed to the real source 
of their boldness, in the immediate prospect of 
appearing in the presence of Infinite Purity, — 
where are works, — past experiences, — useful- 
ness? They are, in that respect, all forgotten. 
The knowledge of Christ crucified, and free 
forgiveness through his blood, is all in all. 
They are holding fast the " beginning of their 
confidence,^' — that which removed their fear of 
death at conversion, when first (before a good 
work was done) they cried " Abba, Father." 

But how, according to the common theory, 
could the entire Church be exhorted lo Vq>V^ 
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fast "the rejoicing of the hope" — ^the sure 
expectations of everlasting glory — ^if the very 
possession of this joyful confidence was, (as it 
is too often now) a rare, or, generally speak- 
ing, a future blessing. Surely, the Hebrew 
Christians were not all " Simeons," — had not 
all reached unto " the measure of the stature 
of the fulness of Christ." (Eph.iv. 13.) For 
the Apostle had to upbraid them with being 
" babes," requiring " to be fed with milk, and 
not strong meat." (Heb. v. 12, 13.) Never- 
theless, babes, though they appeared, — they 
were yet r^oidng in their eternal prospectSy — 
and ^'knetv in themselves — that they had in 
heaven a better and an enduring substancej" 
(Heb. X. 34.) 

If it may be said, as it often is, — ^that the 
promise of eternal life is only ftdfiUed to Ae- 
lievers, as such, — that it is nowhere matter of 
revelation that we are so; that hence, we must 
wait for the abundant fruits of holiness, ere 
we can confidently reckon ourselves believers* 
But this is carrying truth to a dangerous ex- 
treme, — exaggerating a just, scriptural, prin- 
ciple, till it becomes error ; and, doubtless, 
arises, in part, from not knowing or experi- 
encing personally, the remarkable blessings (to 
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their full extent at least) which are promised, 
— and which were experienced by the first 
Christians immediately on believing, (1 Thess. 
i. 6 ; Eph. i. 13, 14.) Had " Abel" to wait 
for months and years in well-doing, ere he 
"obtained witness that he was righteous," — 
that Ee was accepted in Jesus? No. The 
very first recorded expression of faith in the 
coming Saviour brought down the divine tes- 
timony. The Lord hastened to set his seal to 
his faith. And though he is " dead, yet" even 
from the grave, he is described by inspiration 
as still speaking — as if he were holding forth 
to all ages, the testimony he had received of 
his immediate acceptance — as being the privi- 
lege of every true believer, (Heb. xi. 4.) And 
hence, from that day to this, God has con- 
tinually testified, in one degree or another, 
to the consciences of those who had even 
newly fled to Jesus, — that they were " ac- 
cepted in the Beloved," Thus, no sooner 
did the Eunuch believe the Gospel, than he 
"went on his way rejoicing." (Acts viii. 
39.) No sooner did the Philippian jailor 
receive the truth, than his fears fled, and 
joy filled his soul. (Acts xvi. 34.) 

It is, doubtless, true, that a stead&st cou- 
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Hnuance of holy fruits — re-ads on the great 
principle which produced them ; — and while 
it thus enlarges our faith, — ^it also strengthens 
the confidence that we have indeed received 
the truth. For "hereby we know (or con- 
tinue to know) that we are of the truth, and 
shall assure our hearts before him." (1 John 
iii. 19.) Hence the peace of those, who are 
not perscveringly bringing forth fruit to the 
glory of God — who are not truly " holding on 
their way," — ^is all a delusion. They are not 
abiding in Christ. (John xv. 5, 6.) No 
matter what they once felt or experienced, — 
if they flee not to the cross, and do not abide 
there, — they shall be eternally destroyed. 
But, notwithstanding, such mournful failures, 
— ^it remains gloriously true, that the spirit 
of adoption — the peace with God — the deli- 
verance from an evil conscience, which tm- 
mediately proceed from God at conversion, 
through the true understanding and belief of 
the Gospel, — are quite enough to convince the 
believer, that he really is reconciled to God 
through Jesus Christ ; and thus, even then, to 
deliver him from the fear of death. 

What, then, is the conclusion which wo 
have now reached in the illustration of the de- 
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claratlon of the angel ? That the message he 
brought, contained "good tidings of great joy,*' 
— that is, tidings which must produce this in- 
tense happiness, when their import is fuUv 
received. But let us flee from unscriptural 
extremes. It t* not (as some have most ex- 
travagantly asserted) that those who do not 
•habitually possess ** great joy" from the know- 
ledge of the Gospel, — and perfect deliverance 
from slavish fear, have, therefore, on that ac- 
count alone, — no title to be regarded as 
Christians. Far, — very far from it. Such 
reckless extremes, do much to hinder the pro- 
gress of the Gospel. But it is to show, that 
a fully distinct knowledge or belief of the 
Gospel in its scriptural purity, will invariably 
produce, under God, these blissful results. 
For ^^ blessed is the people," exclaims the 
Psalmist, " that know the joyful sound, — they 
shall walk, O Lord, in the light of thy coun- 
tenance." (Psalm Ixxxix. 55.) And, again, 
— that where any true Christians — (any who 
are consciously resting on Christ alone for 
salvation, and bringing forth, according to 
their light, the fruits of eternal life) — are yet^ 
not enjoying "the fulness of the blessings of 
the Gospel of peace,** — that the xe^ cssna^ Ns^ 
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— a prop'niiotial deficiency in their knowledge 
of Ike Gospel. For, if it be truly received at 
all — it is to them like the light of the sun 
ere it appears above the horizon, — but far 
short of the same light in its meridian splen- 
dour ! Doubtless, the joy of many pious 
Jews, and even of the Apostles themselves, 
was far greater after Pentecost, than before it, 
— when the full blaze of Gospel truth shone 
into their minds. 

And surely this conclusion is reasonable, 
as well as scriptural. For if an inspired pies- 
seuger (one truly authenticated by God) ap- 
proaches to any man with tidings from heaven, 
(as the Angel did to the Shepherds), and dis- 
tinctly declares that, when the message he is 
about to deliver, is plainly understood and be- 
lieved, — it will fill him continuously with cer- 
tain emotions, — and produce, without delay, a 
peculiar variety of mental experience, — ^would 
he not confidently expect these effects ? 

But if, after the message were delivered, 
these results did not immediately follow, as 
described, — ^What ought to be the conviction 
in his mind ? Unquestionably, (if the inspi- 
ration of the messenger could not be doubted) 
that the message has not yet been dccureUefy, 
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understood. And what ought then to be the 
immediate aim, but to seek — imder a con- 
sciousness of ignorance — ^a clearer discernment 
of it ; with the firmest belief that, when thai 
has been obtained, • the predicted effects will 
certainly be realized ? Who would not blame 
the man, in such circumstances, if he ascribed 
the deficiency of his experience to any other 
cause, than not fully understanding j or be- 
lieving, the tidings of the messenger ? 

It is thus of infinite importance that every 
one, whose experience is manifestly deficient, 
should realize the real cause, or causes, of his 
not enjoying the full benefits of the Gospel ; 
and should immediately seek, with intense 
earnestness^ to have that cause, under the 
blessing of Grod, immediately removed ; — or, 
according to the language of Christ to the La- 
odiceans, — should " be zealous therefore and 
repent '* — that is, to get his mind savingly en- 
lightened. (Rev. iii. 19.) But those who 
slothfully feel satisfied to dwell on the borders 
of the kingdom of grace,— even when called 
by God to press into the interior by believing, 
— and thus enjoy the beamings of his love, — 
do not only suffer great and eternal loss, (even 
though they may be saved at last as by fire)- 
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but this very unwillingness to press to the 
mark — this very contentment to have as much 
(and no more) grace as will barely bring them 
to the shores of heaven — give too much rea- 
son to fear that they have never truly tasted 
that the Lord is gracious. For he who even 
tastes of the river of the Water of Life — ^longs 
for deeper draughts, — ^longs to reach the glo- 
rious fountain-head. 

If it is truth — if it be a principle of reve- 
lation — that the spiritual state of the Church 
of God, in her most prosperous periods, (as 
that state is distinctly attested by inspired 
men) was recorded as an ordained pattern for 
the Church in all subsequent ages of the same 
dispensation, — and if it be also true that this 
ascertained holy condition was but the infal- 
lible consequence, or essential fruit, of that 
"eternal life," which consists in the know- 
ledge of the " true Grod and of Jesus Christ, 
whom he has sent," — that it was but the cer- 
tain result, under the Divine blessing, of a fuD 
and habitually realized perception of the glo- 
rious Gospel, — then we become possessed of a 
most iuvaluable principle, which, followed out 
to its scriptural limits, "vvill not only explain 
the true cause of all the evils and shortcom- 
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ings amongst the people of God, individually 
or collectively, now or in any age of the world, 
but also point out the way — the only way — 
for their entire and permanent removal. It is 
simply this, — that the vital holiness of a be- 
liever, or of a Church, will ever be found to 
correspond to the degree of vivid distinctness 
with which the truth of the Everlasting Gos- 
pel is seen in the light of the Holy Spirit — 
thoroughly separated from every shade of 
error — and habitually contemplated for pre- 
sent pardon — present enjoyment — and present 
strength to do the will of God ; — in a word, 
that the cause of God rises or falls, — ^recedes 
or advances, — as the grand elements of the 
Gospel — without admixture — are continuously 
kept before the minds of believers, and conse- 
quently yielded to, in their holy constraining 
influence. For it is only through " the truth" 
that the Spirit of God sanctifies the soul ; ac- 
cording to the dying prayer of Jesus for his 
Church, " Sanctify them through thy trvth^ 
thy Word is trvJthr (John xvii. 17.) 

We are thus, in the first instance, furnished 
with an infaUible criterion of the reality, or 
index, of the extent of our present knowledge 
of the Gospel^ — even thp measure of our coa- 
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tonsutjj €fr Don-eoofi^rmitjy in ^iritoal life, — 
to the inspired pattern in jnimitiTe timea. 
HeDce we are bound to condode that, where 
there U an habitual £Edling short of this hcity 
pattern, — whether in a sin^e belieTer, or in 
an isolated Chorch, or in the entire cause of 
God, — so to tliat extent is there continned 
practical unbelief (if not also, more or less, 
theoretical ignorance) of the fall glorj of the 
Gospel. 

O ! this criterion forms a part, at least, if 
not the whole, of that " golden reed " in the 
hand of the Apocalyptic Angel — hj which he 
measures the "city of God" — and by which 
the absolute spiritual dimensions of every be- 
liever will be finally taken, as he passes out 
of time into eternity — ^that it may be regis- 
tered to the day of Christ's appearing, when 
he will reward every man according to his 
works. (Rev. xxii. 12.) 

But while this exalted standard is exhibited 
from Scripture, that the Church of Christ col- 
lectively, and every believer individually, may 
sec not only how far they practically reflect 
its immortal beauty — and to what extent they 
arc thus proved to have become acquainted 
with tlie "LIVING God," — let no young 
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Christian — no real believer — ^be discouraged, 
whatever be the measure of his spiritual sta- 
ture, or tempted to let go his hold of the de- 
gree of truth he has received, by contemplat- 
ing the spiritual superiority of other Christians 
in past ages. For these only reached their 
eminence, under the Spirit of Grod, by per- 
ceiving the same truth more fully developed, 
and in a far clearer and more comprehensive 
point of view. But let him vigorously follow 
in their upward path, "looking to Jesus;" 
and << whereto he has already attained, let him 
walk by the same rule — ^let him mind the same 
thing." Let him rejoice that he has yet dis- 
coveries to make in the glory of the Grospel — 
by the simple knowledge of which (through 
the Spirit) he shall realize a life, a joy, a 
strength — of the extent of which he has yet 
perhaps but a faint conception ; and by which 
he will feel himself at home while reading the 
history of the Church at a period when, ac- 
cording to the testimony of God, — ^believers 
abounded in the fruits of holiness, and ** re- 
joiced with joy unspeakable and Aijl of glory." 
(1 Peter i. 8.) 

Let every professing Christian then, what-' 
ever be his own estimate, or that of otlieTC^ <sl 
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his real standing or stature in Jesus Christy 
go through the inspired epistles ; and most 
prayerfully inquire, how far the testimonies 
there borne to the actual condition of very 
many, at least in these early Churches, will 
describe his own general or habitual state in 
the sight of God ? And where the decision 
is altogether against himself — there being no 
distinct family resemblance whatever — then let 
him make haste to renounce the name " Chris- 
tian," till, as a perishing sinner, he beholds> 
in the blood of Christ, and in the revealed 
love of Grod to the world, a perfect reason for 
immediate peace and confidence towards Grod; 
apart — altogether apart — from the perception 
of the least preparatory goodness in himself ; 
and thereby enters into the enjoyment of that 
record which declares that " God hath given 
to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son." 
(1 John V. 11, 12.) Then shall he exhibit the 
true image of God, " For to them that re- 
ceived him, to them gave he power (or pri- 
vilege) to become the sons of God, even to 
them who believe in his name/* (John i. 12.) 
But where, on the other hand, the decision 
is against the solemn inquirer, not in the na- 
ture of his essential principles or enjoyments, 
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but in their degree^ as compared with these 
divinely certified primitive Christians, — then, 
let him at once lay aside human systems, and 
be altogether emancipated from human autho- 
rity, in the great question — tchai is the Ever- 
lasting Gospel 9 Let him come to the Word 
of God, like the "more noble** Bereans, (Acts 
xviL 11.) and, deeply conscious of partial ig- 
norance or mistake somewhere, in regard to 
" the truth," — ^from the ascertained deficiency 
of the revealed effects of it on his own soul, — 
and willing to unlearn, in the light of Scrip- 
ture, any preconceived or long established opi- 
nions, however supported by venerable names, 
— or tenaciously adhered to by multitudes of 
real or professing Christians, — ^let him look up 
with steadfast expectation, " nothing waver- 
ing," for the guidance of him who hath said 
— " If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask 
of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and 
upbraideth not, and it shall be given him.** 
(James i. 5.) 

Thus, shall he " know the truth" " more 
perfectly,'' and " the truth shall set him free.'* 
The object on which he formerly rested for 
eternity, will be still the same; — ^but how many 
beauties will now be seen and felt, of ^hicK^ 
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he previously had no perception ! Like as the 
traveller who — having come from a distance to 
behold some magnificent landscape, — ascends 
a hill before sunrise, in the morning, to have 
a commanding view of the scene in its varied 
aspects, — ^finds his pleasure enlarged, and his 
admiration called forth more abundantly, as 
the light of the sun steadily brightens from 
the early dawn, to the perfect day, — ^gradually 
dispelling the mists, and revealing, from one 
ascending degree to another, the attractions of 
the prospect, in their varied proportions; — yet 
the scene on which he has gazed from first to 
last was the same seene^ — and the light through- 
oat was the light of the same sun. So with 
the true believer in Jesus, as he becomes in- 
creasingly acquainted with the "Everlasting 
Gospel." He is progressingly " changed into 
the same image, from glory to glory." For 
thus it is written, — " Then shall we know, if 
we follow on to know the Lord, for his going 
forth is prepared as the morning. (Hosea vi. 3.) 



CHAPTER IV. 



THE GOSPEL AS PROCLAIMED TO THE SHEPHERDS 
IN BETHLEHEM—CcoNTiNUBD.) 



The first feature in the great message, which 
would especially arrest the minds of the Shep- 
herds, and give a most emphatic interest to 
the wondrous tidings proclaimed to them by 
the angel, was — its individual designation. 
" Behold, I bring you good tidings." " For 
to YOU is bom a Saviour." 

Now, the very genius of the Gospel carries 
this great principle on its front, — that it is a 
message to men as individuah. For, indeed, 
no one can understand it fully, without per- 
ceiving this principle. How all-important, 
then, are the pronouns— " you," "us," and 
" OUR "—to the setting of it forth, in its true 
meaning and glory ! Without them — it neces- 
sarily appears, to the natural mind, little more 
than a sublime, — a splendid theory, — or an aw- 
fully grand abstraction ! For it is the great 



124 THE INDIVIDUAL SUPERSCRIPTION. 

fact, — that Christ was born, — lived, — and 
died, —for every man, — which especially comes 
home to the bosom, — and, through the Holy 
Spirit, engrafts the truth on the heart of the 
sinner, to the saving of his souL (Eph. i. 13.) 
Everything depends on his seeing these pro- 
nouns of the Gospel as including himself. 

In man's constitution generally, — espe- 
cially while in his unconverted state, — the 
question of his own personal safety and hap- 
piness, — of the grand bearing of all events on 
himself, — is ever uppermost. And, from the 
strongest principles of his nature, all events, 
— however great and imposing, — beautiful 
or interesting, — in which the natural mind 
cannot perceive any advantage, — directly or 
indirectly, — radiating to itself, are listened to 
with comparative indifference. They do not 
take an immediate hold of the heart. 

But the Gospel is perfect in its adapta- 
tions to man's actual state. It thus makes 
its first appeal to his constitutional love 
of himself, — to his natural dread of injury, 
and desire for happiness ; — and only obtains 
an audience, as these natural or constitu- 
tional principles in the human breast are fairly 
awakened. But how can these principles be 
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awakened, — especiallj from their insensibilitj 
to eternal things, — ^where the man cannot see 
the tidings as most distinctly pointing to him- 
self, and assuredly involving his own highest 
interests ? Therefore, the Spirit of .God, in 
convincing the world of sin, — so enables his 
servants to bring home the truth to the 
sinner's heart, — that he can almost hear the 
piercing voice of the prophet exclaiming,— 
" Thou art the man." And whatever 
covers, obscures, or renders doubtful, the dt- 
redness of the Gospel tidings to the indivi- 
dual himselfy — ^whatever tends to prevent the 
sinner from seeing his own relationship to 
the great fiacts of redemption,— interposes a 
potoerful barrier in the way of his conversion. 
Hence, we have, in every part of the Scrip- 
tures — ^where the Gospel is introduced, an 
abundant use of the pronouns, — not merely 
to declare — that God sent it to every man, — 
or that its blessings are offered to every man, 
— but that all its wondrous facts were actually 
accomplished for the everlasting benefit of 
those to whom it is individually sent. 

" And was the Ransom paid ? It wai ; 
And paid (what can exalt the bounty more !) for j/ou." 
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Thus, for example, the fifty-third chapter 
of the Prophecies of Isaiah is intersected al- 
most throughout by Gospel pronouns. " He 
was wounded for owr transgressions, — he was 
bruised for our iniquities. The chastisement 
of OUT peace was upon him, and by his stripes 
we are healed." Whence this repetition ? It 
was required, — it was fitted to teach ecery 
inhabkani of Israel that all that Christ did — 
was done (though not exclusively) for him. 
The Spirit of God would not have reiterated 
these little words, — ^which brought the truth 
home to every man's case, — ^had it not been 
essentially necessary. 

But those who hold a limited atonement 
are compelled by their system to set aside, in 
preaching, every pronoun which would ab- 
solutely connect the events of the Redeemer's 
life with their unconverted hearers indivi- 
dually. These events may be true for them 
(they will allow), — in their fullest sense, — 
or they may not. They regard the pronouns 
of the chapter referred to, as denoting the 
Elect ! But where is the proof? Nowhere. 
This prophecy was first addressed to the 
whole nation of Israel ; and every Jew (open 
to coDviction) was thus, doubtless, taught to 
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see his own name included in the ever recur- 
ring pronoun, — ^was taught to retire from the 
perusal of that prophecy exclaiming, " For 
me the Messiah is coming to suffer and die*' 
This, at least, (whether he believed or re- 
jected the report) was manifestly its grand 
intention. But that the pronouns of that 
chapter of the prophecy, included the Gen- 
tiles also, may be established from the fact, 
that from that scripture, Philip preached the 
Gospel to the Ethiopian eunuch. (Acts 
viii. 35.) 

The message of the angel is thus a pattern 
to all preachers, — for its distinct individual 
bearings, — for its absolute directness. The 
pronoun " you " manifestly formed to them 
an essential part of his Gospel. While as if 
to fix the minds of the shepherds on this 
great feature, — ^it is repeated once and again 
in different forms ; and placed in the most 
emphatic and conspicuous place of the an- 
nouncement. Even had not the pronoun 
been distinctly employed to make manifest 
the relationship of the shepherds to the tid- 
ings he had brought, they would have found 
it in the wider description — " all people.** 
For the general term, doubtless, embraces tha 
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individuaL But to put this beyond a doubt, 
— and to concentrate the full blaze' of the 
Gospel on themselves, — the angel isolated his 
hearers twice— in announcing their joyful con- 
nexion with the tidings. Thus we perceive 
— that the individual nature of its facts and 
tidings form its chief glory. 

Here, then, is a rock on which every 
hearer may immediately commence to build 
for eternity, — isolating every man from his 
fellows, and placing him directly before a 
God of boundless love to himself. At Mount 
Sinai, — the place of law and justice, — every 
awakened sinner feels cdone before the of- 
fended Majesty of heaven. And at the 
Judgment Seat, — ^where, at length, the whole 
human race shall be collectively assembled, 
-—every human being shall feel individuated 
from all the vast assemblage, when passing 
under the blaze of the eye of God. And 
so, also, to comprehend the real nature and 
genius of the Gospel — every sinner must, as 
speedily as possible, perceive that God has 
sent the message direct to himself^ — as if he 
were the only being living on the earth ; — and 
as if all had been done, suffered, accom- 
/)lished, for his salvation ! 
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The frequent occurrence of this individual- 
izing principle, we repeat, is remarkable both 
in the Old and New Testament scriptures. 
Thus, again, in the first verses of the fifty- 
fifth chapter of Isaiah — which are, doubtless, 
addressed to the myriads of all nations, — we 
read not,— *^ Ho, the whole world,*'— or " Ho, 
the inhabitants of this or that country,"— but, 
"Ho, every one that thirsteth." Here, God 
addresses the human family — one by one,- In 
accordance with this, we find that, in the com- 
mission of Christ to his Apostles, ere he as- 
cended to glory, he does not say, — "Go, 
preach the Gospel to the whole world," — or 
" Go, preach it to every class of mankind," — 
but, " Go, preach the Gospel to every crea- 
ture'' " And, if there is an island (as if he 
had added) with only one man on it, — go, 
tell that man, that I sent you to proclaim it 
to him,— that the great facts of the Gospel 
were accomplished for him." 

In the conversations of our Lord with Ni- 
codemus and the woman of Samaria, the 
same principle is beautifully exhibited. In 
the case of the Pharisee, he repeatedly de- 
clared the necessity of a man being born 
again, before he could see or enter the kin^- 



130 ILLUSTRATIONS OF PRINCIPLE. 

dom of God. But, lest Nicodemus should not 
perceive that he himself was du'ectly included 
in this language,' — ^and to teach every reader 
how to apply such general expressions to his 
own case, — the Lord immediately added, 
— "Marvel not that I said unto thee,- — ^ye 
must be born again." In a similar manner, 
we are to interpret the opening words of our 
Redeemer to the Samaritan woman. "If ^Aow 
knewest the gift of God, and who it is that 
saith to thee gi^e me to drink, thou wouldst 
have asked of him, and he would have given 
thee living water." What could more evi- 
dently manifest that the great gift from hea- 
ven, to which our Saviour referred, was in- 
deed for her benefit, than the declaration — 
that, if she had simply known it, — that know- 
ledge would immediately have inspired con- 
fidence in her mind, to apply boldly for the 
water of eternal life, — and that this confi- 
dence would as quickly have been responded 
to, by the bestowment of the blessing ? And 
so, doubtless, are the same words addressed 
to every creature. 

But how many have their minds diverted 
from the certainty — the directness of the 
Gospel to themselves; as fully denoting a 
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corresponding provision, alreadj made for 
their salvation; — diverted from looking to the 
love of Grod, which, like the rays of natural 
light, comes in straight lines from the Sun of 
Righteousness to melt down their individual 
enmity, and kindle a corresponding i9ame in 
their hearts, — leading them to exclaim — "We 
love him, because he first loved us" ; — di- 
verted from their consequent individual res- 
ponsibility for the Gospel, — ^as if none had 
ever been favoured with it but themselves, 
— ^and that by unscriptural theories, which 
vainly describe what sense the finished work of 
Christ secretly bears to one class, — and what 
lower sense it bears to another! And all this, 
— without one plain declaration of Scripture 
to bear them out in their conclusions. How 
easy is it — ^to supplement the Word of God — 
to be wise above what is written, — when its 
plain and unsophisticated declarations do not 
harmonize with human creeds, or the theories 
of intellectual men ! Now, on the contrary, 
there is not a vestige of Scripture to prove 
that Jesus died in any other sense for Paul, 
than he did for those, who afterwards denied 
the Lord who bought them. (2 Peter ii. 1.) 
The same "new and living way" to God, was 
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opened for both, by the atonement, — but the 
one through grace entered,— »the others reject- 
ed the counsel of God against themselves, and 
did not. The same immortal medicine was 
procured for both, — but the one through grace 
tasted of it and lived,— the others put it from 
them, practically counting themselves un- 
worthy of eternal life. (Acts xiii. 46.) 

But, whatever were the causes of the ul- 
timate reception of the Grospel, on the one 
hand, or the rejection of it, on the other, — 
these causes are not to be found (in any 
sense whatever) in the intrinsic meanings of 
the atonement. The propitiation was made 
for all~(l John ii. 2.), — eternal life was pro- 
vided for all, — and suspended— in regard to its 
personal enjoyment — on the sinner's hearing, 
and responding to that cry of love from the 
cross, — addressed to every human being, — 
" Look unto me, (as having finished this 
work of redemption for you), and be ye saved 
— all ye ends of the earth. For I am God, 
and there is none else." (Isaiah xlv. 22.) 

Thus, the Gospel speaks so plainly home 
to the human mind, that a " wayfaring man, 
though a fool," need not " err therein," — and 
demands of every hearer, an individual re- 
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ception of it, in all its fulness of meaning^ — 
as if an angel from heaven liad brought it as 
directly to him, as to the shepherds of Beth- 
lehem. When he hears it, he is, in the first 
instance, not to think of its bearings on 
others, — any further, or any longer, at least, 
than to ascertain its true meaning, and the 
extent of its glorious bearing on himself. He 
is quickly to reason from the general to the 
individual — from the collective words — *Hhe 
world," — "all," — "whosoever," — "all the ends 
of the earth," — to his own name, clearly in- 
cluded in each of these comprehensive terms. 
If, for example, the will of a deceased per- 
son had described that a legacy was left to 
this or that family, would not each member of 
the family quickly urge his individual claim 
on the legacy, as if his own name at length 
had been inserted in the will? And, were 
it disputed, — ^would not every legal tribunal 
affirm the claim ? But, though the sinner is 
not to have his mind distracted from the truth 
of the Gospel, by a consideration of others, 
yet, when he has seen and believed it for 
himself, and joyfully responded to it — like the 
shepherds of Bethlehem — he is immediately 
to thinh of others^ as they did, making known 
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the glad news of salvation to every sinner, 
both at home and abroad, as far as his ability 
or influence may extend. 

** Then will I tell to sinners round 
What a dear Saviour I have found ; 
1*11 point to His redeeming blood, 
And say — Behold the way to God ! " 
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Having ascertained, on sure grounds, — to 
whom the Gospel was sent— to whom every 
element of truth— every fact embodied in the 
glorious message, belongs, — ^and the infallible 
criterion of understanding and believing it, 
let us now consider its grand import, as ad- 
dressed to the shepherds, and to all. 

The announcement is brief, — ^but, taken 
in connexion with the manifold prophecies of 
the coming Messiah, of which, it was the ful- 
filment, — it is complete and comprehensive. 
It manifestly includes the grand foundation 
truths — of the essential Godhead of the in- 
fiint newly bom — of his actual bestowment on 
the world (with every possible blessing) for 
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its salvation — of his propitiatory sacrifice, as 
a ran^m for all — and his final and universal 
Lordship. 

The ancient Scriptures abundantly testified 
that the promised Redeemer should verily 
combine in his own person the Divine and 
Human natures, — that while he would em- 
phatically be designated a " child bom," and 
" a man of sorrows," he should, yet, at the 
same time, be justly called — "The mighty 
God — the Eveilasting Father — the Prince 
of Peace." But, beyond the direct testimony 
of inspiration to our Lord's divinity, — the very 
work he is described as performing when he 
had appeared, — and the very offices he would 
sustain as our Saviour — as mediator between 
God and man, — absolutely confirm the con- 
clusion, — that he would be "Emmanuel — 
God with us" — " God manifest in the flesh." 

He is described in glowing terms, as one 
" mighty to save," — ^as one intrinsically able 
to redeem man fi:om the ruins of his fall, and 
elevate him to the highest glory, — as one em- 
powered to justify myriads of sinners by the 
knowledge of himself. (Isaiah liii. 11.) But 
it is ^^ God that justifietK' — that forgiveth sin- 
ners. The very stupendous fact, therefore^ of 
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Christ becoming, by his obedience unto death, 
"the Lord our (justifying) Righteousness," 
draws an essential line between him and the 
highest created being. For the most exalted 
creature, — however holy,— however elevated, 
— in respect to power and attainment, never 
could, in the nature of things, fulfil the law 
of God in the room of others,^-or place the 
righteousness of his obedience to their jus- 
tifying account. The reason is obvious. 
Every creature derives all his powers and 
possessions from God ; and, therefore, — by 
the essential law of creation, his personal 
responsibility to God for perfect obedience, 
on his own account, — rises up to the full 
extent of his ability^ — so that he has nothing 
over, — ^nothing to spare for others. All is 
demanded for himself. How, then, could 
his obedience avail for the disobedient ? But 
the Redeemer enjoys infinite, underived, re- 
sources, — therefore, he became a sin-offering 
for us, "that we might become the righte- 
ousness of God IN HIM." He is " Jehovah 
OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS." He could uot havo 
been " our righteousness," — if he had not 
been " Jehovah." (Jer. xxiii. 6.) 

Now, the very fact of Jehovah appearing 
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in this world, as the " child bom," strictly in- 
volves in it the entire Gospel. . For, by unit- 
ing himself with the family of mankind, — ^by 
his becoming our great relative, — ^partaker of 
our flesh and bones, — he became, in certain 
respects, identified with us, in the eye of the 
law, — and thus morally hound, by his birth, 
to seek our deliverance, — to suffer on our ac- 
count. Hence, the force of the expressions — 
" God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, 
made under the law,'^ that he might redeem 
them who were under the law. (Gal. iv. 4.). 
I. — ^The fact of his real brotherhood to 
the human family, — his being made of 
a woman — ^is doubtless involved in a great 
variety of Scripture passages, (as, for ex- 
ample, in the Gospel by Luke, where our 
Lord's pedigree is traced up to Adam — the 
father of the race, chap. iii. 38.), and even 
of itself, exhibits a glorious ground of hope 
for time and eternity. And, although he 
could not complacently acknowledge his bre- 
thren of mankind, as such, — ^while they were 
living in the "far country" of unbelief and 
rebellion, — under the headship of Satan, — 
otherwise than by frequently terming himself, 
in their presence,— the "Son op Man,"— an 
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expression, at once implying the deepest hu- 
miliation on his part, — as making himself ''of 
no reputation,"— and the tenderest relationship 
to the universal family, — who are all sons and 
daughters of man, — yet, no sooner are any of 
them brought back, — than he hastens to dis- 
close to them, in all its fulness, — both earthly 
and spiritual, — this wondrous relationship. 

O ! how does this view illustrate the words 
of Jesus to the overjoyed Mary Magdalene, 
on the morning he rose from the dead, — when 
he had been thus publicly declared Lord of 
all. Did he exclaim — "Go to my subjects" — 
" my servants"? No — but, " Go to my bre- 
thren, and say unto them, I ascend to my 
FATHER and YOUR FATHER — to my God and 
your God." As if he had said, — " Let them 
not be afraid, because I have now received 
the reins of universal government, — that I 
have altered my relationship to them ? No ; 
though I am Lord of all, I am still their 
brother, and long to meet them in all the 
fulness of a brother's love." 

Thus, when the sons of Jacob trembled 
in the presence of the governor of Egypt, — 
he quieted their fears, and gave them assur- 
ance of every kindness, by these words — " I 
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am Joseph, your brother^ — whom ye sold into 
Egypt. And, behold, your eyes see that it is 
my mouth that speaketh unto you. And ye 
shall tell my father of all my glory in Egypt." 
(Genesis xlv. 3. 1^, 13.) 

n. — ^But not only is Christ said to be 
made of a woman, — and thus our brother, — 
but also "made under the law." 

(1.)— He was made under the law of Moses, 
Now, according to this law, if any brother had 
waxed poor, and had sold his inheritance or 
himself, then one of his nearest relatives 
might redeem him. It was the special pre- 
rogative and privilege of a kinsman to do this. 
(Leviticus xxv. 25. 48, 49.) But, whatever 
were the advantages of this benevolent law, 
in a civil point of view, — it, doubtless^ had a 
grand typical reference (like the law regard- 
ing the jubilee) to the coming Saviour. For 
he was " made under tlie law, that he might 
redeem them who were under the lawT But 
as the proclamation of the jubilee year, with 
all its privileges, was, by the law of Moses, 
literally restricted to the land of Judea, — 
(and yet our Lord proclaimed it spiritually 
for the whole world — Luke iv. 19.) so it is 
manifest — that the spirit of the typical law, 
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regarding the redemption of brethren, (under 
which Christ was made), included (in refer- 
ence to this great "friend and brother of 
mankind") the whole human race. He be- 
came their kinsman, — that he might redeem 
them. 

The family of mankind had become ruined. 
They had sold themselves, with their fair in- 
heritance, and were under the curse of the 
LAW. Who could redeem them ? There was 
no kinsman, — no member of the family, — able 
to do this. For all alike were involved in 
ruin. But in the view of redemption — a 
kinsman was required, — one who would be at 
once qualified, as a blood relation, to redeem 
them ; and intrinsically able to effect it. But 
where could he be found ? What mighty one 
could, or would, so unite himself to the ruined 
family, as to be not only legally entitled, but 
able, in every respect, to effect their redemp- 
tion ? — able, for instance, to meet, single 
handed, the Apostate Spirit, who had con- 
quered them ? — able to bear their iniquities ? 
— ^to meet every demand of law and justice ? 
— able to restore their lost liberty and their 
forfeited inheritance ? 

The answer has been given from above. 
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" God SO loved the world, that he gave," or 
" sent forth," his Son, made of a woman," 
(thus constituted — our kinsman) " made 
under the law," — not only that he might 
" fulfil all righteousness" on our behalf, — but, 
also, that he might obey the prophetic spirit 
of the statute — which empowered a near 
kinsman to redeem his brethren from ruin. 
Hence, he proceeded at once to make a grand 
provision for the redemption of the family of 
mankind, to which he had voluntarily united 
himself. Scarcely was he born, ere he began 
to meet the claims of law and justice by his 
sufferings,— by his blood. 

But he had also the usurped claims of 
Satan to meet by his sword, — ere man could, in 
every sense, be justly redeemed. For by the 
Devil's victory over " the first man" in Eden, 
— he had become, in certain respects, *' the 
Prince of this world." Having conquered 
Adam, — its visible king or head, — he thus 
immediately sat down on his throne. Hence 
the conqueror required to be conquered, ere 
the inheritance could be honourably restored. 
No sooner, therefore, was Jesus Christ de- 
clared fi-om heaven to be the beloved Son of 
God,— (and just as he was setting forth to 
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proclaim at Nazareth, and everywhere, "li- 
berty to the captives,") — than he was led up, 
by the Spirit, into the wilderness, — as a grand 
preliminary step, — to meet the Usurper ; and 
wrest from him, by conquest^ the sceptre of 
the world. In this way, the prophetic inti- 
mations of the Gospel in Eden began to have 
their great fulfilment. " The seed of the 
woman" was to deliver the family, to which 
he had become related, — by bruising the 
HEAD (destroying the Headship or Prince- 
dom) of the Serpent. 

This great battle in the wilderness, — of 
Christ — as the mighty champion of the hu- 
man family, — and Satan — their oppressor — ^is 
remarkably illustrated by the single-handed 
conflict between David and Groliath. Both 
wore the representatives of opposing king- 
doms, — and the destinies of each were staked 
on the issues of the battle. And so with the 
Lord and his wicked rival. They fought 
alone; while the universe looked on to see 
the issue of the momentous struggle. And 
never, did the angels appear on behalf of the 
Redeemer till the victory was gained, and 
the enemy had fled. Thus he fought and 
conquered as the " seed of the woman,'* — 
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of Eve, "the mother of all living," — of 
Christ and of us. He thus fought and 
conquered as our great redeeming kinsman. 
Being related to "the mother of all living," — 
he is thus related (according to the flesh) to 
every one of her descendants. 

(2.) — He ^'was made under" the universal 
law of love, — that law which requires every 
man to love his neighbour as himself. Now, 
by condescending to become man, the Lord 
was constituted, in that respect, *• neighbour" 
— not merely to the people immediately 
around him, <»: to those of the land where 
he was bom — ^but neighbour to every man, 
— of every country, — age, or clime. For this 
law of love is not restricted to immediate re- 
latives or fellow-countrymen. It extends,— as 
Christ so beautifully illustrated by his parable 
of the good " Samaritan," — to every human 
being ; — even to enemies. For so the Jews 
were to the Samaritans. Thus, the infinite 
condescensipn of the Lord from heaven, in 
becoming a child born,^ — and the neighbour of 
every man, — ^in being made under the law, — 
clearly involved, and, doubtless, implied, his 
bringing himself under a holy requirement, 
to give the utmost manifestation of love, — 
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consistent with his entire character, — to the 
world. 

But lest any should infer a limitation in 
the value and extent of Christ's propitiatory 
work, — from the fact, that the typical law re- 
ferred to, under which Christ was made, was 
only for the JewSy — and that the liberty to 
redeem was only given to brethren, — to those 
most nearly related, — let it be remarked, — 

(1.) That we are not literally to measure 
the antitype by the type. The lambs or sa- 
crifices offered up in the temple of Jerusalem 
on the great day of atonement, — and on other 
occasions, according to the law, on behalf of 
Jews only, — were figures of a sacrifice which 
was to be the propitiation "^br the sins of the 
w/iole world" (1 John ii. 2.) 

(2.) The Apostle Paul, in referring to this 
typical law, (Galatians iv. 4, 5.) sets us the 
example of this principle of extended appli- 
cation. For while the literal law applied 
only to a very few relations — " nigh of kin," 
(Levit. XXV. 25. 48, 49.) the Apostle clearly 
shows that Christ became our kinsman, to 
" redeem them who were under the law J* 
Were these, then, only a few " nigh of kin " ? 
No. They included myriads — in which ever 
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way the words are applied. 1. The entire 
Jetoish nation were under the law of Moses. 
2. The entire human race were under the law 
of love. To this — it will not do to reply, — that 
the limit must be made to those who were ac- 
tually redeemed, and received ^' the adoption 
of sons." For the style of the Scriptures 
often speaks of the provision made to accom- 
plish any gracious desire on the part of God ; 
as if the end in view were certain to be ef- 
fected, and would not, in any case, be resisted 
or frustrated. Thus, we read, " Christ came 
not to condemn the world, but thai the world 
might he saved^ This was God's holy desire. 
For this he made provision. But how many, 
like the Pharisees and Lawyers, have rejected 
(i. e. frustrcUed) the counsel of God against 
themselves ! (Luke vii. 30.) 

m. — The same principle of the divine go- 
vernment embodied in the law is also empha- 
tically referred to in the following words of 
Paul to the Philippians, — and that without a 
shadow of restriction : — "Who, (that is Jesus 
Christ) being in the form of God, thought it 
not robbery to be equal with God. But made 
himself of no reputation, and took upon him 
the form of a servant ; and was made in 
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the likeness of men. And being pound in 
FASHION AS A MAN, he humbled himself, and 
became obedient unto death, even the death 
of the Cross." (Chap. ii. 6, 7, 8.) 

No sooner had he appeared " as a man " 
than he was ^^/ound,*^ — or (so to speak) ar- 
rested by " law and justice," — as having thus 
become related to, — and thereby identified 
with,, — the ruined bankrupt family; and hence 
righteously subject to every claim upon them. 
This wondrous identification, or relationship, 
and its legal consequences, may be illustrated 
by many cases in our common civil law. As, 
for example, — if a man enters a copartnership, 
and thereby becomes identified with them in 
all theii* business transactions, — he is at once, 
in the eye of the law, bound for the whole of 
their debts, — even should they become insol- 
vent immediately after the partnership is ra- 
tified. And so, in a higher sense, it was with 
Jesus. The moment he entered the human 
family, he became related to all, — and thus 
liable for the claims on all. He was ^^found^* 
in fashion as " A man." This was enough to 
fix the eye of Justice upon him, — and, without 
delay, to cause " the iniquities of us all to 
meet " on his devoted head. (Isaiah liii. 6.) 
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It was no surprise to him, — ^that " Righte- 
ousness" stood, as it were, at the portals of 
the worid, as he entered it, saying — "pay me 
what thou owest," — and demanded of him, as 
one already under sentence of death> — that he 
should be divested of his previous riches, — 
that he should become so poor as to be born 
in a stable, — as not to have a place of his 
own during his afflicted life, where to lay his 
head, — and not a grave of his own even to lay 
down his mangled body. He did not count 
it strange, — that he had scarcely been bom, 
when many swords were at once unsheathed 
against him, by the sentence of Herod, — so 
that his mother and Joseph had to flee with 
him to Egypt. For he knew, ere he came 
into the world, — the awful variety and depth 
of the sorrows that would successively assail 
him, — by virtue of his union to the human 
family. He knew that we deserved to be de- 
prived of every blessing, — deserved to be pur- 
sued with swords of vengeance. Therefore, 
he viewed all his ovm sufferings — far beyond 
the question of their instrumentality, and as 
being most righteously inflicted. Thus, even 
when but a babe in his mother's arms, he be- 
gan to pay the ransom price of our redemption. 
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Thus, the very " sign" given by the angel 
to the shepherds of the truth of his words, — 
and that the " child bom" was indeed the true 
Messiah or Christ — ^predicted by the prophets, 
— was the fact o£his low, — suffering^ or abased 
condition, " This,** said he, " shall be a sign 
unto you, ye shall find the babe wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, l^ng in a manger" Won- 
drous depth of abasement ! But this very 
" sign" of his being the Christ, — even his hu- 
miliated condition, — so far from being a con- 
finnation, — became a stumbling-stone to the 
proud Jews, — who expected their Messiah to 
come in worldly magnificence I 

Nevertheless, these circumstances of des- 
titution were deliberately chosen and ar- 
ranged by Christ, ere he entered them. How 
different with us ! We have no choice in 
regard to the place or circumstances of our 
birth, and might have been bom in the most 
distant regions, — unspeakably far from our 
present privileges. But Jesus, looking do^vn 
from the height of his* throne, — far above 
angels, principalities, powers, — fixed on the 
lowly place in Bethlehem, as the scene of his 
prospective nativity. He was to come into the 
world under condemnation of death on our ac- 
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count, — and this stable in Bethlehem was the 
most suitable landing-place in his awful cir-^ 
cumstances, — a place which we may liken, 
in respect of rugged destitution, — to the cell 
or dungeon^ — usually set apart, in our prisons, 
for those under sentence of death. 

The " sign" given by the angel, appears to 
correspond, in some degree, with the " sign" 
afterwards given by Jesus to those who ques- 
tioned his being the Christ. "An evil and 
adulterous generation seeketh after a sign, 
and there shall no sign be given it, but the 
sign of the prophet Jonah. For, as Jonah 
was three days and three nights in the 
whale's belly, so shall the Son of Man be 
three days and three nights in the heart of 
the earth." Both the signs, — that of the 
angel, — and that of the prophet Jonah, were 
essentially one. They both pointed to his 
deep abasement for our redemption. And 
what otiber sign, to this day, does any one 
require, to demonstrate the love of God to 
himself,— or the infinite willingness for his sal- 
vation, — than this one — the one continually 
held up to his view by the Gospel? He needs 
no more to assure him of a most forgiving 
reception, — no more to lead him to cxftleiixv— 
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" I will arise and go to my father/'— than to 
» perceive that " God was manifest in the 
flesh" — that he became man, and humbled 
himself to the death for our sins. 

Thus, it has been shown that the birth o£- 
Emmantiel, — God in our nature, — involved 
essentially good tidings of great joy to every 
man ;— that the fact of his incarnation be- 
speaks of itself— that he is the free bestowment 
of infinite love to a lost world. For, had he 
not been first given by God for us, he could 
not have taken "part of our flesh and blood.'* 
They are identical truths. The one neces- 
sarily implies the other. Thus, we find them 
conjoined by the prophet Isaiah,— " To us a 
child is bom, — io us a son is given" (Isaiah 
ix. 6.) 

If, therefore, it was directly revealed to 
the shepherds of Bethlehem — that Christ was 
BORN FOR THEM — GIVEN TO THEM, — had al- 
ready, in his humiliation, begun to suefer 
FOR THEM, — then we have seen, that it is no 
less clearly and directly revealed — that he 
was born for even/ man, — given to every man 
— SUFFERED for even/ man. For these an- 
nouncements to the shepherds (let it be re- 
joeated) constitute that "Everlasting Gospel" 
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which Christ commanded to be proclaimed 
in the strength of the Holy Spirit to every 

CREATURE. 

Thus, by birth, the Lord of glory was con- 
stituted " the Saviour of the world." (John 
iv. 42.) For, whatever were his higher and 
more illustrious relationships, — to those es- 
pecially who were " born again of the Spirit" 
(emphatically, therefore, termed his brethren), 
still these do not preclude the fact of his 
being born, — the ^^ friend and brother of man- 
kind.'* Hence, not only Jews, — summoned 
by an angel, — but gentiles also, — from a far 
distant land, led on by a sign in the heavens, 
— hastened to welcome and worship the in- 
fant Redeemer. How vain, therefore, is it 
for men to labour to get Christ to become their 
Saviour, — ^as if he had not given us assurance 
of his being already constituted our Saviour, 
the moment he drew his first breath in our 
atmosphere, — as if he were not fraternally 
drawing near to every man in the Gospel, — 
saying,— i-" What will ye that I should do 
unto you ? I am come to bless you, in turning 
every one of you from your iniquities;*' (Acts 
iii. 26.) — as if he were not mournfully com- 
plaining of those who would certainly perish 
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by not accepting his loving aid, — saying — 
" Ye will not come to me that ye might have 
life ! " For who can believe that Christ is i>om 
his Saviour, withont joy and confidence ? 
Who can be in suffering, and believe that 
he has a relative able to deliver him, (one 
possessed o£the heart of a broilter)^ without in- 
stantly seeking to take hold of him for help ? 
This natural principle of confidence in- 
spired by relationship, is ahnost universally 
acknowledged, and acted upon in common 
society ; — and no small degree of depravity is 
ascribed to the man who practically denies 
it, — who hides himself from his own fiesh. 
(Isaiah Iviii. 7.) How could we imagine, for 
example, — the sons of Jacob discovering so 
unexpectedly their relationship to the governor 
! of Egypt, (apart from their former treatment 

I of him), — ^without at the same moment realiz- 

ing the immediate claim on his help and 
kindness, which this relationship included? 
I Nothing more was needed to assure them of 

p salvation fronr the horrors of the prevailing 

j. famine,7r-and the bestowment of innumerable 

|; kindnesses, than the knowledge — that the 

ji great governor of Egypt was indeed — Joseph 

THEIR BROTHER. The relationship being once 
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known, — was quite enough to present them 
with an indissoluble claim — a title to his 
kindness. And so would it be universally 
with the human family, did they discover 
their wondrous relationship to the antitype 
of Joseph — the Son of Man^ — who is ex- 
alted to the throne of the universe, to be " a 
Prince and a Saviour." All that is needed 
for the deliverance of any aoul, — is to know 
through the Spirit — this Lord of All — in rela- 
tion to himself, — and receive the gifts of his 
love, — to know him, in some respect, as Jacob 
came to know that the person of whom he 
was so much afraid, was not his enemy, — ^but 
was his beloved son, — exclaiming in a rapture 
of joy — " Joseph, my son, is yet alive, I will 
go and see him before I die." Nevertheless, 
this relationship to Christ will of itself avail no 
one, where it is not truly believed, — ^where it 
does not inspire confidence to draw near to 
him. (John xii. 32.). But, on the contrary, will 
a thousand-fold aggravate the condenmation 
of that day, when the Son op Man shall sit 
on the throne of his glory. (Matt. xxv. 31.) 

*' My heart ! awake I 
What can awake thee — unwaked by thit — 
Expended Deity on human weal ? " 
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Having thus shown the extent of Christ's 
relationship on earth, — and the foundation 
which it laid for immediate confidence to- 
wards God, —we proceed to consider the great 
office which he appeared in this world to sus- 
tain. " To you is bom — A Saviour." 

A Saviour! — illustrious — joyful designa- 
tion ! But few professing Christians appear 
to understand its rich significations. For 
while many unscripturally limit the relation' 
ship of Christ, — full as many limit, or misin- 
terpret the nature — ^the grand design of this 
great office. 

Every man wants a saviour of some kind. 
For no man can long exist, without having 
some evils to contend with, or to fear, — ^from 
which he inwardly, from time to time, groans 
for deliverance. Many of these evils are 
earthly ; — others, spiritual and etemaL The 
saviour, therefore, generally speaking, which 
men want, takes his character in their minds 
from their previous knowledge, or ignorance, 
of themselves,— of their real circumstances, — 
and of the causes of their miseries and dan- 
gers. Thus, unrenewed men, everywhere, 
are unhappy — dissatisfied, or restless ; but are 
profoundly ignorant of the real sources of 
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their wretchedness and desolations. . They 
dream that these causes are external to thei^- 
selves ; and that the saviour which they need 
is one who shall deliver them fi*om external 
evils, — whether in this life or that which is 
to come. Thus, they continually respond 
to the cry, (when any new theorist, about 
earthly happiness, — or any political leader as- 
cends the horizon,) " Lo ! here is Christ " ; 
or, " Lo ! He is there." 

The Jews, for example, looked earnestly 
for a coming saviour ; — but not such as God 
sent them. They desired a mighty political 
liberator, — who should expel the Homan le- 
gions from their coasts, — exalt their couatry 
to the highest pinnacle of power and glory, — 
and cause all nations to bow to his sceptre ! 
But not finding the Lamb of God — such a sa- 
viour as they longed for, — ^and having no 
desire to be saved from the moral evils in 
their own hearts, — the true sources of every 
misery, — from which Christ came to deliver 
them), — they crucified him. 

More refined at this day, — nearer to the 
truth of revelation, — but no less dangerous 
are the common ideas regarding Christ as 
a saviour, even amongst many who regard 
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themselves as evangelical Christians. Let us 
came to the root of these errors. Christ is 
too generally regarded as a mere saviour from 
an external hell, — as one who came to die, 
that those who believe in him should, at their 
dissolution, be admitted within the gates of 
heaven. This is considered the great end of 
his death. Hence people are urged to believe 
the Gospel, — on the principal ground, that 
when they thus receive it, — they are secured 
against the danger of eternal misery, and are 
certain (whether they know it before hand or 
not) that, at death, they shall receive a happy 
reception into the abodes of glory. Thus, the 
peace and joy, which is described in Scrip- 
ture as following the belief of the Gospel, is 
set down, in this way, to mean — the gladness 
of the newly converted soul, from discovering 
that it has escaped the gulph of misery, and 
is on the way to the mansions of the blest ! 
Hence, — holiness in heart and life is often 
valued, under this aspect of the Gospel, — not 
for its own sake, or for the glory of God, — 
but as necessary evidences that true faith has 
been exercised ; and these title deeds, — so to 
speak — are regarded as a security for ulti- 
mately obtaining the two great ends — de- 
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livei^ance from hell, — and admission into 
heaven ! 

Such being the chief aspect in which many 
view the Grospel,— it is, therefore, not to be 
wondered at — that every expression in the 
New Testament which speaks of being saved — 
should be regarded primarily as meaning — 
h^mg saved from hell; and that the expres- 
sion " everlasting life " should be understood 
to mean — everlasting existence in heaven / 

But what saith the Scripture ? Let the 
Word of God be permitted to define these 
great terms — ^ Saviour," — " Salvation," — 
" Saved,"—" Everlasting Life," — " Li\dng 
Water," — ^let it be allowed to speak of the 
grand designs for which the Gospel is to be 
proclaimed, — and the views just mentioned 
will at once be seen to be exceedingly de- 
fective, — as indeed containing truth — glorious 
truth, — but very for from being the whole 
truth of the subject, — or, indeed, the princi- 
pal meaning of the inspired terms. For, al- 
though deliverance from hell, and admission 
into heaven at death, form an infallible con- 
sequence of true salvation, nay even an essen- 
tial part of it, yet they are far from being the 
primary aspect of the great svib^^^s.!. ^\i.Oa. 
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a view of salvation is at once partial, — 
DISTANT, — and chiefly external. 1. It is 
partial — embracing onlj same of the blissful 
consequences of salvation, — ^while that which 
is set forth in Scripture, chiefly relates to the 
restoration of the souL True salvation be- 
gins its blessed work bj revolutionizing the 
whole man, and reaches to every present con- 
sequence of his original fall, as well as to its 
awful results in eternity. 2. It is distantj — 
referring principally to the moment of dis- 
solution, when the soul enters eternity, — 
while the salvaticm which Christ {HXMslaimed, 
was primarily a present blessing, to be en- 
joyed immediately on the reception of the 
truth. Hence, Christ said of Zaccheus, when 
he joyfully received him, — " this day is sal- 
vation come to his house." (Luke xix. 9.) 
3. It is chiefly external^ — ^relating to an es- 
cape from punishment in eternity, and the 
consequent translation to a position of out- 
ward prosperity and happiness, in the realms 
above. But where is the unregenerate man 
(who believes in future rewards and punish- 
ments) who does not abstractly desire such a 
salvation f Who does not fervently and na- 
turaUHj seek freedom from pain, here and 
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hereafter, and, generally speaking, the at- 
tainment of happiness? Whereas, on the 
other hand, the salvation which the grace of 
God brings to every man, (Titus ii. 11), is 
intrinsically opposed to all the desires and 
feelings of the unrenewed mind. Men put 
this salvation from them, counting themselves 
unworthy of eternal life. They hate it, — for 
it seeks to save them from their false gods, — 
from their sinful desires and gratifications, 
and to introduce them to a state of mind 
which they identify with the very opposite 
of happiness. 

Now, while the minds of unrenewed men 
ought to be plied with the hopes and fears of 
immortality, — ^while they ought to be warned 
to flee from the wrath to come, and encour- 
aged to commit themselves to the will of 
God, (along with higher enducements) by 
the bright prospects of the believer in eter- 
nity, — ^nevertheless, to hold forth the Gospel 
to them, as if its primary object was to ex- 
empt them from destruction and secure them 
a title to heaven, — is unspeakably beneath 
the lofty design of God, or the dignity of his 
message. It is making that the chief end, 
which, even, could we suppose it to be a6- 
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tiracily obtained, would leave the rod of 
man's misery almost untouched, — his salva- 
tion not even begun. For, where the enmity 
of the heart to God, and the secret love of 
sin, remain untaken away, — there is a soul 
which would carry with it misery and deso- 
lation into heaven itself, — were it possible for 
it to find entrance there. No ; the salvation 
of the Gospel is not mere deliverance from 
hell, or admission to heaven. It is something 
which would be as absolutely needed for 
man's true haj^iness, even were he ordained 
to spend his immortality in this icoridy — never 
to depart from it. For every unregenerate 
man carries in his own bosom the self-feeding 
elements of eternal misery. How can he be 
happy while these remain ? The moment he 
dies in that state, his whole being becomes 
enveloped in agony. For, not to speak of 
the fearful circumstances into which he has 
entered, and become located for ever — ^which, 
as a judicial punishment assigned by God, 
the Judge of all, — are unutterably dreadjul ; 
he has brought with him from the world, — 
where he has just ceased to breathe, — the 
elements of wrath ; — elements which, during 
his lifetime, were treasured up in his soul; 
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and which, at the moment after death, be- 
came in a state of full combustion. (Romans 
ii. 5.) For sin and wrath are essentially con- 
nected ; so that, where unpardoned sin in this 
world exists in any soul, there its intrinsic 
^&>T^J^ — designated " wrath," — necessarily 
abides ; though this fearful power is then 
partially neutralized, and is chiefly suspended 
over the head of the sinner. The " wrath of 
God" is thus an expression often used in 
Scripture, to indicate the misery caused by 
striy — either through judicial punishment, or 
through its own native malignity. In the last 
case, it may be said to be embodied in sin ; 
even as pain and death to the human frame 
may be viewed as embodied in mortal poison. 
Hence the awful descriptiAi of one who dies 
rejecting the Gospel — " The wrath of God 
abided on him " — (John iii. 36) — or, as the 
same truth is elsewhere expressed by the Re- 
deemer, in other words, " If ye believe not 
that I am he, ye shall die in your sinsJ' 
(John viii. 24.) 

During the brief period of the sinner s life 
in this world, — the native tendency of these 
elements of sin to inflict misery, and sink down 
the soul, is greatly restrained by Almighty 
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power, — to afford him a season of merciful vi- 
sitation, — a gracious opportunity of being de- 
livered. And this principle of the Divine go- 
vernment sheds light on what has often times 
appeared so trying to the faith of the righte- 
ous, namely, — the temporary prosperity, — the 
outward blessings and freedoms granted to the 
vricked in this world, — not excepting even the 
times when, ^vith a high hand, they were re- 
sisting God and his people. But at death, — 
that day of grace is past and gone, — the re- 
straining hand is removed, — at once the guilty 
soul gravitates to its centre in the place of woe. 
There sin manifests all its hideous nature, — ^its 
never ending sources of anguish to the wicked. 
For " their worm shall not die — nor their fire 
be quenched." They have treasured " up 
wrath against the day of wrath and revelation 
of the righteous judgement of God." 

What, then, is salvation f It is the pre- 
sent deliverance of the soul from these inward 
elements of sin and misery, and from all con- 
demnation ; it is the restoration of the long 
lost wanderer to his home<t in the love of 
God ; it is a reunion to God as his all sa- 
tisfying friend and father ; it is freedom from 
the guilt — the misery — and power of cor- 
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ruption ; — freedom from Satan — from the 
world; — it is everlasting happiness. For these 
great ends especially, the Gospel is sent to 
every man ; while the terrors of the Lord are 
to be proclaimed only to awaken the sinner 
to his true circumstances, — to lead him to 
consider the real sources of his danger, — the 
guilt of his past life, — ^and the state of his 
diseased soul, — that he may see his need of 
an immediate salvation. For while it is true 
that many are drawn to Christ, at the first 
awakening, by love, or by the desire for hap- 
piness, — ^yet sinners are often convinced of 
danger and alarmed, that being convinced 
in some degree of sin, — like the publican, 
who smote on his breast — (Luke xviii. 13) 
— they may, through grace, gladly accept 
the wondrous remedy. For no one can un- 
derstand his real need of Christ — as a phy- 
sician — till he perceives, in the light of God, 
his sinful state ; and no one will drink a 
medicine which he naturally dislikes, unless 
he believes the existence of inward disease. 
(Mark ii. 17.) Hence, we see that conviction 
of sin is not required as a legal satisfaction, — 
penalty, — or condition to be performed, — in 
order to obtain pardon ! Far— very fai* from it. 
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But simply as a means of cure ; being both 
spiritually and naturally required, in some de- 
gree, to dispose the sinner to look to the Physi- 
cian, and to receive freely the precious remedy 
from his hands. Some are convinced of sin, 
through the Holy Spirit, amidst the terrors 
of the "Earthquake," — the " Fire," — the 
"Hurricane;" — others again, without any 
agitation, — by the persuasive, " still small 
voice" of love and mercy. (1 Kings xix. 
12.) But all are alike welcome to the Phy- 
sician, who see their need (f himf and come 
to be healed — ^whatever may have been their 
previous experience. It is true, indeed, 
that no man can be fulfy convinced of sin 
till after he believes the Gospel, and is at 
peace with God. For never ^7/ then does he 
truly know the excellence or character of that 
God — against whom he has been all his life 
rebelling. How then, before this knowledge, 
could he imderstand the exceeding evil of his 
enmity against (the unknown) God ? Never- 
theless, however, the Gospel cannot be joy- 
fully understood, or fully apprehended, till 
the sinner is so far convinced of the wicked- 
ness of his sin, — as to acknowledge from his 
heart, — that he is justly condenmed to that 
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awful punishment which shall be inflicted on 
the wicked at the last day ; — and that his 
whole nature is so essentially corrupt, that 
he mu$t be bom ctgairu For then alone will 
be see the true necessity of Christ dying for 
his sins. How did Paul come to know and 
bo constrained by the love of God ? He 
tells us, "Because (said he) we thus judge 
(or reason), that if one died for all, then were 
all dead " — that is, all spiritually dead ; and 
again, — all dead in the eye of the law — ^being 
already justly adjudged to destruction. Thus, 
the awftil light at Calvary, — shining on the 
pierced body of the Son of God, — revealed 
at once to Paul the tremendous — the unutter- 
able guilt and danger of man, on the one 
hand ; and the consequent infinite love of 
God in saving him, on the other. (2 Cor. v. 
14.) Therefore, we conclude, that not merely 
the lawy (responded to from the natural con- 
science) but the great fact of Christ's death 
for OUT sinSj must be preached, — ^in order that 
men may thus see the evil of sin, — their guilt 
and danger, — and thus be led to apprehend 
the love of God in that wondrous propitiation. 
To prevent any delusion on so momentous 
a subject as the nature of salvation, we find, 
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in the very opening page of the New Testa- 
ment, a definition of its true nature, '^ He shall 
be called Jesus, for he shall save his people 
from their sina,^* At the very dawn, there- 
fore, of our Saviour's existence on earth, the 
true nature of his great office was thus at 
once explained, — that the eyes of all might 
be arrested to a great plan of mercy, — ^not ef- 
fecting primarily— a mere immunity from the 
punishment of sin in eternity, (when tempta- 
tion to iniquity no longer existed) — but effect- 
ing a deliverance now from the source of all 
suffering, — from sin itself. Thus, again, the 
sudden intimation to Nicodemus by our Lord 
of the necessity of regeneration, — or a radical 
change in his entire moral existence, (while 
he also disclosed the wondrous means for its 
accomplishment) — revealed at once the nature 
of the salvation he brought nigh. Not, how- 
ever, as the Pharisee dreamed he should ob- 
tain, — ^namely, a mere series of directions to 
show how he might, in his unrenewed state, 
be admitted to the kingdom of glory; and 
that as the price or reward of some external 
selfish obedience. Most delusive imagina- 
tion ! And yet what else than this is the 
vain desire, or expectation, of multitudes who 
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attend, what thej designate, the means of 
grace ? They believe, (at least many of 
them) that they are in danger of eternal 
misery, — that something most be done on 
thdr parts to avert that danger. They are 
partially ccmvinced of danger from the tes- 
timony of Scriptore and the voice of con- 
science ; but itfe not also inwardly convinced 
of the justice of God in their exposure to that 
awM danger, — ^nor of their absolute spiritual 
incapacity for heaven in their present state. 
Th^ are not convinced cf tin as having 
pervaded their whole existence and history 
hitherto, — ^nor of that fountain-head sin, (in- 
cluding in it all guilt) — ^imbelief, — ^and re- 
jection of the Lord Jesus Christ. They feel 
an unhappiness, and they desire to be deli- 
vered from it, — they perceive a danger, and 
they desire to escape it ; but they are com- 
paratively ignorant of the causes in them- 
selves, and in the character of God, of the 
one and of the other. They do not see that 
all the misery and danger of men originated 
in their forsaking God, — the fountain of hap- 
piness; — and seeking satisfaction in cisterns 
of their own hewing out — (Jerem. ii. 13) — 
and that they can only be restored to peace 
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in time, or safety for eternity, by turning 
away from all the cisterns ; no longer seeking 
supreme happiness or contentment in created 
things ; and returning at once, through the 
blood of Jesus, to the ancient — the eternal 
fountain of the love and fellowship of God. 
(Mat. xi. 28.) 

Ignorant of these things, the first question 
of men often is, — ^not, How shall we be truly 
reconciled to God, — restored to his fiivour 
and the enjoyment of his love? — ^not, How 
shall we be saved from the awful disease of 
sin? — How shall we be bom again? but 
merely, — How shall we escape hell, and yet 
walk on secretly, more or less, in the path of 
rebellion ? Being unwilling to surrender un- 
reservedly to the Lord, their inward questions 
are, — " How little may we give up ? — How 
small may be the change in om* characters ? 
— How much of our old gratifications may we 
retain ? — How limited may our service of 
God be, — and yet after all be saved — be 
made safe f " 

They resemble the man (a case which, 
though not existing, may, at least, be ima- 
gined) who is suffering from the effects of a 
malady which he loves, — which affords him 
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gratification, — and who at last, finding him- 
self exposed to speedy dissolution, in alarm, 
sends for a physician, if possible, to save him 
firom death ; while yet allowing his cherished 
disease to remain ! He is reluctantly assured 
by the physician, — that he can only be saved 
firom death hy first being saved from the dis- 
ease. At length, (through fear of death) he 
gives himself into his hands,— only earnestly 
entreating that no more of the distemper 
may be removed than just as much as may 
be absolutely necessary to deliver him firom 
death. Of such a case, physically considered, 
we know nothing. Yet what can be more 
common than the spiritual antitype of this 
picture ? Men are in love with their disease 
of sin ; have, therefore, no desire to be de- 
livered fi'om its principles and motives, — ex- 
cept in so far as may be indispensable to their 
deliverance firom hell. Hence, their con- 
tinual aim is to find out a middle path to 
heaven^ — in which they may have a good 
hope of being saved at last, — without giving 
themselves wholly up to the service and glory 
of God, constrained by the love of Christ, — 
without denying themselves, — forsaking all, 
— taking up their cross and following Jesus. 
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And what can be expected, — ^where a profes- 
sion of religion is made under this delusive 
principle, — but apostacj in the day of trial, — 
and eternal ruin hereafter ? 

Men must be taught that the very ha{^i- 
ness they are thirsting after, — ^ihe safety from 
eternal judgment they long to secure, — can 
only be had — ^through such an acquaintance 
with Grod in Jesus Christ as will effectually 
destroy the love and the power of sin. And 
that all ideas of obtaining a charm against 
the consequences of sin in eternity, — ^while 
yet they are not regenerated here by the 
Spirit and Word of God, — are but the re- 
finements of self-deception, — which, if suf- 
fered to remain, doom their victims to a 
fearful — ^to an irretrievable overthrow I 

Thus, an ignorance of the true nature of 
salvation and eternal life almost necessarily 
leads to the fatal delusions — of resolving all 
religion into a compromise with God for mere 
deliverance from future punishment, and ad- 
mission into heaven ; and regarding faith and 
holiness more as a price to secure these ends 
than as being themselves, truly, the very es- 
sential elements of salvation, — as being the 
verj- cqpacily to begin heaven on earth, and 
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enjoj it in its fruition in glory. Hence the 
anxietj of many minds — ^is to be assured that 
they have paid enough of repentance and 
faith to secure the deliverance they desire ! 
It is not the knowledge of Grod, or the per- 
ception of the infinite value of the gift of 
Christ, and the fuU acceptance of his work 
by LAW and justice, on their account, which, 
properly speaking, is relied upon, — as a sure 
foundation of rest to the soul, — ^but the ac- 
cumulated amount of their occasional reli- 
gious feelings and mental exercises ! 

How much of the theological writing and 
general teaching in our day systematically 
feeds these delusions ! But not to speak of 
their grosser, — ^their direct Pelagian forms, — 
there is a manifest danger, — even in those who 
are more enlightened, — of indirectly setting 
forth reccmciliation to God, through Christ' and 
vital holiness, as the mere means to an end ; 
and not, as they are, the very ends for which 
the Redeemer laid down his life. The blood 
and righteousness of Jesus are thus exhibited 
as if they were a mere arch-way over the 
gulph of perdition ; and not chiefly a " new 
and living way" to the bosom and everlast- 
ing embrace of the Father. No wonder, in- 
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deed, when men have secured (as they vainly 
unagine) as much religion as will ensure their 
iafetyy — ^that Christ himself and the Father 
should be frequently lost sight of,— or only 
beheld at transient intervals, especially^ in 
seasons of temporary alarm, — and that the 
world should so quickly regain its footing in 
their souls. They did not ^''joy in God^^ 
through whom the atonement came. (Rom. 
v. 11.) Jesus was not regarded at first as 
their end, — ^their life, — their all, — ^but only as 
an instrumental means to the securing of this 
personal safety. And, as ever happens with 
human nature, when a mere end for self has 
been secured, the means employed to secure 
it are proportionally forgotten or laid aside. 
When the sudden fear of losing property is 
excited, the title deeds which secure it are 
eagerly brought out and perused ; — ^but when 
the fear is gone, they are quickly put away, 
and almost forgotten. And so it is with many 
and the Gospel. 

But Christ is not revealed as a mere in- 
strument to save men from the pit of woe. 
He is himself the great end. The all, and in 
all. The reward, — the bliss, — the element of 
heaven. For " the Lamb is the light there- 
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o£." Doubtless, he delivers every one who 
believes in him from friture wrath. For he 
distinctly declares, they '^ shall never perishJ* 
(John X. 28.) And no language can utter, 
— ^no mind conceive, — the value of this deli- 
verance. But still this does not (as already 
said) comprehend, or fill up, the glorious 
view of salvation set forth in the pages of 
revelation. For were it consistent with the 
character of God to ordain unpardoned men 
to spend their immortality in this world in 
their present state, — so as to be in no danger 
of any oiher hell than the misery of their sin- 
ful condition, — ^they would most emphatically 
be withoui salvation — unsaved. 

Much of the conventig^al error, — restrict- 
ing salvation to a mere point in eternity, — 
has arisen frx)m misunderstanding the Scrip- 
tural expression, " saved,"— especially, for ex- 
ample, as found in the recorded case of the 
Jailor of Philippi. (Acts xvi. 30.) The 
eager question of the Jailor is understood to 
mean — " What must I do to be saved— yrowi 
hell?** And the answer of the Apostle is re- 
garded in the same light. But where is the 
evidence that this was the primary meaning 
of the expression " saved," in the lips of the 



174 THE PHILIPPIAN JAILOR. 

Jailor ? or that it was even directly included 
in his mind? The expression does not, by 
itself, necessarily imply this meaning, — of 
being delivered from future punishment And 
though it may be justly appropriated in this 
sense, by an awakened sinner, who believes 
in revelation, (for it is both natural and most 
reasonable that sinners should, in their first 
alarm, be chiefly anxious to flee frx)m " the 
wrath to come ") yet, where is there ground to 
conclude that this heathen man was so far 
visited with the light of revelation as to know 
the doctrine of the soul's immortality ? or to 
be acquainted with the Scripture representa- 
tions of a heaven and a hell? It is easy, 
indeed, to suppose «that, through the earth- 
quake and other circumstances, he was sud- 
denly enlightened, by the Spirit of God, to 
perceive the nature and extent of his danger. 
But without entering on this probability, the 
simple narrative, by itself, affords no reason- 
able ground to conclude that, at the time he 
proposed the memorable question, he had any 
distinct ideas of an hereafter. The internal 
evidence would rather lead us to conclude 
that he chiefly sought relief from inward 
misery ; or from some indefinite apprehen- 
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sions of retribution ; partly, perhaps, excited 
hj the words of the woman under the spirit 
of divination. (Acts xvii. 16.) But a few 
minutes before he was on the eve (as the 
philosophy of that day fully sanctioned) of 
committing suicide, — ^to escape the public con- 
sequences of the (imagined) flight of his pris- 
oners. His mind, therefore, was in a tumult 
of misery. He had seen, and most probably 
heard, — ^the indications of great happiness on 
the part of Paul and Silas, — ^notwithstanding 
their treatment ; — for their songs of praise had 
resounded through the prison. And now the 
calm majestic voice of Paul, seeking to save 
him from self-destruction, completed his con- 
viction that they were indeed the servants of 
the Most High God, and that he had acted as 
their enemy. But whatever were the causes, 
he was manifestly at that moment in deepest 
mental suffering; — and perceiving hi& prisoners 
so peaceful, — or, in the language of the prodi- 
gal son, to have " bread enough and to spare," 
(the symbol of abundant happiness), while 
he perished with hunger, — that is, misery, — 
(Luke XV. 17) — ^he immediately applied to 
them — we may believe, — to be delivered irom 
his anguish, — or from his indefinite feai's, — 
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and to be made a partaker of their blessed- 
ness. In the absence, at least, of any direct 
information on this point, we may as readily 
conclude, from the facts of the case, — that it 
was chiefly the hell wUhin his own breast 
from which he sought to be "saved," — and 
not merely some distant evil in the world to 
come. But the question returns, — ^What is the 
meaning of the expression " saved," in the 
answer of the Apostle, " Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved** 1 Now, 
here there is no diflSlculty. We have only to 
ascertain in what sense this frequent expres- 
sion is used in other recorded parts of apos- 
tolic preaching or writing — to perceive its 
meaning here. 

It most generally relates to a restoration 
from dangerous distempers, whether natural 
or spiritual, — ^to deliverance from some evil 
then existing in the soul or body of the indi- 
vidual, or immediately at hand, — and not un- 
frequently is employed as synonymous with 
being hectled. The same original word, («'«»^m) 
for example, is in various places employed to 
express a miraculous recovery from diseases. 
A few instances will suffice : — (1.) "As many 
as touched him were made whole**— {lit, saved)» 
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'^ If we be examined ai the good deed done to 
the impotent man bj wbat means he is tmade 
whole"" — (JUL saTed^-Acts iv. 9.) « Lord, if 
he sleep, he shall do weW — (liL he shaD be 
saved, or reooTer from his sickness — John xL 
12.) ^'The prayer of Mth shall sat^e the 
sick **—( James v. 15.) 

(2.) ''Thj Mih hath wared thee— go in 
peace** — (Luke viL 50.) " The \jorA added 
to the Chorch daily sach as ^oold be saved** 
{liL — the saved — ^Acts iL 47.) " Unto us, 
which art savedj it is the power of God " (1 
Cor. i. 18.) "The engrafied word which is 
able to save jour souls " — (James i. 21.) 
" Take heed onto thyself and onto the doc- 
trine—continue in them — for, in doing this, 
thou shalt both save itself and them that 
hear thee"— {1 Tim. iv. 16.) 

From these, and many similar expressions, 
we perceive what was the apostle's meaning 
when he addressed the trembling jailor. We 
perceive that men nuist be saved now^ if 
saved at all, — (in other words, healed or de- 
livered, by means of the Gospel) — ^from the 
fearful disease of sin, — ^which preys upon the 
whole being of man, — \& the cause of all his 
suffering here and hereafter, — which, like a 
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foul leprosj, cuts bim off from all that is holy 
or blissful, — ^and prepares bim rapidlj for that 
place of endless misery where its own worm 
shall never die, — the fire of its own kindling 
never shall be quenched ; and not only must 
they be delivered now firom the source of 
these calamities, — ^but restored even here to 
the image, — the favour, — ^the fellowship^ — ^the 
everlasting Mendship of Grod. And where 
" so great salvation " has been effected (sub- 
stantially) in this world, — ^through union to 
the Bedeemer — How can these souls be left to 
perish ? " No," said Jesus, " they shall never 
perish, neither shall any one pluck them out 
of my hand." How can they be excluded 
from the glorious mansions above? No. The 
Word of God declares, that " the nations of 
them who are saved shall walk there." (Rev. 
xxi. 24.) 

There is thus an awful relationship and 
connexion between our character and con- 
dition on earth and our state in eternity. 
Heaven and hell, in their essential elements, 
are indeed begun in the souls of men in this 
life, and fully developed in the world to come. 
If the bud and blossom, therefore, be des- 
trojed in a tree, the fruit will never appear. 
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And so, if we be saved here from the power 
of sin, by £utli in Jesus, we have an infallible 
security of being delivered from the fully- 
ripened vintage of sin — ^the second death. 

Heaven is a place of character, — the full 
development of those principles and disposi- 
tions which are received and cherished on 
earth, by tbe knowledge of Jesus and tJie 
t^u^hing of his Spirit. How vain, then, to 
expect admission into heaven, without being 
first created anew in Christ Jesus unto good 
works, through the knowledge of the glorious 
Gospel ; and thus made to possess the tem- 
pers, — learn the principles^ — and imbibe the 
dispositions of its blessed inhabitants ! ^' For 
except a man be bom again he cannot enter 
the kingdom of heaven." He is spiritually 
incapacitated for such a place, — and could no 
more enjoy it than a deaf man could natiu*ally 
enjoy a concert of music ; or a blind man a 
gallery of paintings. For while our only and 
all-safficient title to glory is the blood and 
righteousness of Jesus, — imparted to every 
soul the moment he understands and really 
believes the glad tidings of salvation (and 
personal holiness never can increase that 
title) — ^yet, let it ever be remembered that 
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this faith in Jesus necessarily produces, — 
through the Spirit, — a preparedness, — a meet- 
ness, — for the inheritance of the saints in 
light. For ^^ without holiness no man can 
see the Lord." 

Such, then, is the nature of salvation, — ^its 
boundless extent. It waits not for eternity to 
communicate its blessedness, — ^but opens even 
now a spring of satisfying enjoyment, — a " well 
of living water," — in the soul of him who wel- 
comes it, (and that, too, the moment of its 
true reception) — which pours forth its streams 
into his happy spirit while he is traversing 
the desert below ; and, at length, bears him 
on its bosom into the presence of Grod and 
the Lamb I (John iv. 14.) How great, then, 
is the gift of a Saviour. The child bom 
was thus called Jesus, — the Saviour, — ^not 
merely because he came to meet the flaming 
sword of justice, and quench it in his bloody — 
or because he would actually save us from 
every enemy and danger, and open for us the 
gates of everlasting glory, — but because he 
contained in himself all that man lost by the 
fall, — aU that he needed to make him su- 
premely blessed, both in time and in eternity. 
Who can estimate, therefore, the height, or 
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depth, or infinite grandeur of this bestow- 
ment from heaven ! Well may it be termed, 
" the unspeakcihle gift " ! It will require eter- 
nity to disclose its treasures ! 

We read of Jesus, — that it pleased the 
Father that in him should all frdness dwell, 
— that he should enter the world (over- 
spread as it was with wretchedness and deso- 
lation) as the richest possible manifestation of 
Divine love to men, — as a grand treasure- 
house, — containing in it every good gift, — 
every possible blessing. For all things em- 
phatically are included in the gift of a Savi- 
our. It pleased Him that every human being 
should forthwith be invited to this infinite 
treasury, — should be assured it was the gift 
of sovereign love and compassion to him, — 
and be commanded to draw forth immediately 
(for his present and eternal blessedness) all 
that the most enlarged heart could desire. 
Let us imagine, for illustration, a condemned 
criminal waiting the day of his execution. 
From a variety of causes, he is regarded by 
his sovereign with most compassionate love, 
who, therefore, determines to give him such 
a manifestation of kindness as could not be 
exceeded. A messenger is despatched to the 
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dungeon bearing a golden casket, wldcli he is 
instructed to present to the prisoner as the 
free gift of his king. The condemned man 
hears the message, without any J07; for he 
perceives, at first, no adaptation in this gift 
to his moumfid circumstances ; and exclaims, 
^' What is a golden casket to me ?-*— I am in a 
prison, — ^my life is forfeited, — take it away." 
The messenger entreats him to accept of it,— 
assuring him that it contains everything he 
■could desire. '^ It is now locked, (said he) 
but I am commissioned to give you the key, 
and thus put the contents of the casket in 
your possession,— CM soon as you believe the 
love of your sovereign, and that this casket 
w « gift to you. Receive it, and you will 
find in it a pardon'^ The prisoner believes ; 
expresses his confidence ; receives the key ; 
and, on opening the treasure, finds a sealed 
pardon lying before him. He sees nothing 
else. The joyful discovery of pardon fills all 
his thoughts. He is now delivered from an 
ignominious death ! This is enough. He 
imagines the gifl contains no more. 

When his feelings have subsided, he re- 
turns to examine the casket ; and what is his 
astoDishment to find, under the pardon^ a sue- 
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cession of princely gifts, — the richest and 
highest,— eifcch one exceeding the other; an 
order, for example, on the king's treasury for 
a great sum of money, — ^an order for a palace, 
— ^for magnificent clothing, — for a supply of 
jewels, — ^a title to a princedom, — and, last of 
all, a right in succession to the crown ! 

How &X above and beyond the realities of 
this life on the one hand, — and how infinitely 
beneath the love of Grod to sinners on the other, 
— is this illustration of the unsearchable riches 
of Christ ! Were it attempted to be given as 
a matter of earthly history, it would find little 
credit, and be generally regarded as but the 
extravagance of fiction. And yet it can be 
proved to a demonstration — that this illustra- 
tion exhibits but a faint outline of the glori- 
ous facts of the Grospel, — scarcely a shadow 
of their reality ! Well might the apostle in 
rapture exclaim, " Behold what manner of 
love is this, that we (the heirs of wrath, — the 
spiritual children of Satan, — the condemned 
rebels against God) should be called the Sons 
OP God." (1 John iii. 1.) "He that spared 
not his own son, but delivered him up for 
us all, how shall he not with him also freely 
give us all things 9 " (Romans viii. 32.) 
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Christ, then, is this golden treasurj, — con- 
taining in himself the infinite resources of 
Godhead, — and all given to the world, — all 
set apart for the salvation of man. But no 
man can truly" see or possess any part of its 
treasures till he first believes the compassion- 
ate love which sent it fi'om heaven to his very 
door, — beseeching him at once to accept of it, 
and immediately avail himself of its glorious 
contents. The moment, therefore, that any 
sinner knows this gift of God to himself — 
(John iv. 10) — the treasury is opened to his 
view. He boldly looks in. The ^rst object 
on the surface which arrests his eye is a Jree 
pardon, — a deliverance fi:om condemnation. 
He rejoices in the discovery ; and, like the 
man in the illustrative case, seems for a time 
to feel as if pardon was all, — ^as if he had ob- 
tained that for which the golden treasury was 
given. But no. For though pardon is the 
first blessing enjoyed by the believer, and the 
entrance door to the possession of every other 
— (Psalms xxxii. 1 — 1 John ii. 12) — yet it 
is infinitely far from being the whole. Be- 
hold, then, under the pardon, he quickly finds 
an order signed by the justice and faithful- 
ness of God for light, — joy, — liberty, — the 
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Holy Spirit, (as a constant river in the soul) 
— ^perfect access to the welcome presence of 
God as a Father, — power over sin, — over 
Satan,— over the world, — a right and a title 
to heaven, — ^to a throne, — ^to eternal glory, — 
yea, — ^ti*easure on treaaure,— gift on gift! And 
all to be received and enjoyed,— even as freely 
as pardon was at first received, — not by virtue 
of any good feelings in us, or good works 
done by us, — ^but by simply believing in that 
infinite love which gave us Christ, and by 
fiuth united us to him, — that in him we might 
ever have a claim on all the ftdness of Grod. 



ci^ 



CHAPTER V. 



EVERLASTING LIFE. 



We are now brought to the ponsideratioii of 
aii expression of deep, rich, and eternal mean- 
ing, — ^including in it, the entire amount of the 
glorious treasures just referred to, — and com- 
prehending in one term the true nature of 
Gospel salvation. It is the expression "ever- 
lasting LIFE," — ^an expression often used by 
Christ and his Apostles — especially when en- 
treating men to receive the love of God and 
the gift of his Son, — as holding out the grand 
inducement for their thus letting go, or ex- 
changing, the world, and all its vanities, for 
the Redeemer. Like the word " saved," it 
is much misunderstood. How many imagine 
the meaning of the often-used term to be 
simply, — deliverance ifrom the condemnation 
of hell; or an evcrlastiug exi9.tence (abstractly 



THE ETERNAL FOUNTAIN. l87 

considered) in that liappj locality — designated 
" heaven." But in the Scripture it has no 
such limitation. For while it includes all 
these, — it primarily signifies an immediate and 
everiasting participation of the blessedness of 
God himself, — of a happiness which is essen- 
tially immortal and all-satisfying, — and might 
have been rendered, (as illustrative, at least, 
of its true meaning) "everlasting happi- 
ness." The word " life " manifestly bear^ 
this definition in many parts of Scripture,— p 
as, for example, where our Lord addressed the 
man who was contending for some worldly 
property, saying, " Take heed, and beware of 
covetousness ; for a man's life (or happiness) 
consisteth liot in the abundance of the things 
which he possesseth." (Luke xii. 15. ) 

Before the universe was made, — before a 
created being existed,— we discover from re- 
velation — that the Jehovah lived alone in un^ 
speakable grandeur and blessedness. The 
source of that blessedness was, doubtless, his 
own perfections. All power, — all existence 
belonged to him. He had no need of crea- 
tures to add to his happiness. He had no 
need of their service. Why, then, did he 
make either men or angels ? Because hii5 
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Tery self-existence was "lovb" and "light,'' 
— the essential disposition to communicate 
happiness. Therefore, he determined to create 
intelligent beings with a holy resemblance to 
himself, — that, in serving him, — ^in reflecting 
his mind and will, they might, according to 
the extent of their capacity, partake of hi« 
blessednesSy^drink out of his fountain. Thus, 
He was revealed as being himself the foun- 
tain of living waters, — the only source of hap- 
piness for the universe. (Jeremiah ii. 13.) 

There is not a question on earth in which 
we are more deeply interested than this one, 
namely, — What is the basis of true " life,*' or 
happiness t What produces that spiritual 
element which, from the ascertained consti- 
tution of the hum€kn mind, is adapted to make 
the soul of man thoroughly satisfied, — per- 
petually blessed ? The eager question is 
everywhere incessantly agitated. For the 
wretchedness of man ever demands its agita- 
tion. Thus many rush forward in the pursuit 
€^ gain, — others of pleasure, — others of intel- 
lectual attainments, — in quest of happiness, — 
. some climb the rugged heights of ambition, 
striving for distinction in the eyes of their 
JeJJoW'Creatures, — while many anxiously look 
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to certain domestic relationships and circum- 
stances as the sum of their wishes. 

Now, none of these things, — gain, ho- 
nour, science, or domestic arrangements, — 
are sought for their own sake ; — neither of 
them is the goal to which the individuals are 
pressing. That goal lies beyond them all. 
They are but means to an end. And that 
end is a permanent state of enjoyment, or com- 
plete satisfaction ; in scripture language, — it is 
LIFE. And what is the issue of these experi- 
ments ? but corroding disappointments follow- 
ing each other in fearfully undeviating suc- 
cession, till existence itself often becomes a 
burden. But man is not only blinded to the 
spring of his wretchedness ; but is alike igno- 
rant of his high original,— of the real nature 
of mental felicity; — of his boundless capacity, 
— as of his eternal destiny. His spirit, in its 
very nature, bounds away from creation, or 
rather from present possession, — however 
long the objects of anxious or unwearied pur- 
suit, — and do what he can, it still stretches 
forward to an endless eternity. But oh I fu- 
turity is dark to him ; and every palliative 
pf present excitement is eagerly received to 
drown the recollection of that word — " eter- 
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NiTY." Place before him of earthly treasure 
or created things what you please, — yea, the 
very acm^ of his desires, — the amount of all 
his previous wishes, — and the very moment 
after he has counted his riches, — ^hailed the 
arrival of the creatures of his choice, — after 
his eyes have been dazzled with his jewels, — 
his degraded, yet immortal, spirit rises almost 
in insulted majesty, and demands for full sa- 
tisfaction, — that which bears the stamp of im- 
mentality, — that which presents to his spirit 
everlasting happiness or life^ But alas ! crea- 
tion cannot give this. For when he strives to 
meet the unbounded cravings of his deathless 
soul with these possessions, he soon finds him- 
self as far from blessedness as at any former 
period of his existence. 

But why is it so ? Let the cause be duly 
considered,— and no more mystery will cha- 
racterize this mournful experience, than what 
appears in the (^ration of any known cause 
in the natural world, — such as the falling of a 
stone to the earth, under the law of gravita- 
tion. It is but the invariable and necessary 
result of the violation of the law which God^ 
at creation, gave to the human constitution. 
Let us consider it. 
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There is nothing more conclusively proved 
than that there is a God, — and that he is the 
creator of all things. The very fact, then, of 
an intelligent fountain-head of created exist- 
ence, necessarily proves that He is the continu- 
ous source of all happiness, either directly or 
indirectly. For, whence could that element 
called " enjoyment," or " happraess,^" pro- 
ceed, if it did not originally proceed from 
God? He that created the capacities both 
of the intelligent, and merely animal creation, 
absolutely required (if they were to exist 
at aU) to create those aliments which were 
suited to their nature, and adapted to satisfy 
them. For what is complete happiness, — ^but 
the satis&ction of our different mental and 
physical capacities ? To suppose that God is 
the author of our being, and not the author 
of the necessary sustenance of that being, is 
an absurdity. From what other source could 
it come? Again, to allege that God could 
create a being, and not also provide for the 
complete satis&ction of the faculties bestowed 
on it— -and thus ordain it, — in one degree or 
other, — to pine away in misery, or discontent, 
— ^is such a reflection against the known good- 
ness of G^d, as could only arise from the 
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most perfect ignorance of his character and 
works. 

Look, first, at the lower animal creation. 
Do not we find as a general fact, that each 
creature, in its appropriate circumstances, is 
fully provided for, and is as perfectly happy 
as its nature will admit. Can wo, then, sup- 
pose that GU)d would provide for birds — ^beasts 
— and fishes, — ^and not for the nobler being, 
man ? Impossible. Let us come to the next 
higher stage of created existence — the body 
OF MAN. K we look at his body in all its 
senses or faculties, — and then at the world 
around, — ^we shall find that the most complete 
and luxuriant provision has been made for its 
support and enjoyment. The earth — the air 
' — the sea, appear as one great store-house, 
richly furnished for its nourishment and satis- 
faction. Not one faculty — appetite— or na- 
tural desire exists, — but a perfect correspond- 
ing provision for it has been created. Hence 
the beauteous expressions — " The eyes of all 
wait upon Thee, and thou givest them their 
meat in due season. Thou openest thine hand 
and sctHsfiest the desire of every living thing.** 
(Psalm cxlv. 15, 16.) 

But, while the Almigjity ^scl liaa been put 
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forth to provide for, and satisfy to the very 
utmost, the body of man, and all the lower 
sentient creation, — ^let it be specially observed 
— that IT has created no sufficiency for the 
mind or soul of man. Thus, the Creator ap- 
pears (apart from revelation) as if he had, in 
a great degree, at least, overlooked the im- 
mortal spirit ; so that, while every other ex- 
istence was satisfied, — it should not be satis- 
fied, — but should wander—like a wretched beg- 
gar, over the face of creation, — ^gathering any 
scraps of temporary comfort,— and glad of any 
sudden gleams of pleasure, or sparks of excite- 
ment, — which for a little, might cause it to 
forget its many sources of wretchedness] 
How shall we explain this extraordinary ano- 
maly — this apparent contradiction to the good- 
ness and wisdom of God ? 

Did God neglect the soul* at creation? 
Was it of any less importance than the body, 
so that, — ^while he created a richly-furnished 
storehouse for our bodily wants and com- 
forts, — ^he should have refused to call into ex- 
istence a sufficient provision for it, — even for 
a single day ? Did the heavenly Father deal 
with our body and soul as many misguided 
parents do with their children, — richly en- 
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dowing tlie one child, while the other was let\ 
to comparative poverty ? 

No. He did not neglect the soul. How 
could he? It proceeded directly from him- 
self. He was its Father. For " we are 
His offspring." (Acts xvii. 29.) When man 
was fully constituted, at creation, God set 
before his view no lower standard or model 
than Himself, — even his own moral perfec- 
tions, — exclaiming — "Let us make man tit 
our image — after our likeness.'* He deter- 
mined to bestow on him a spiritual capacity 
— ^a mental constitution, which would be sa- 
tisfied with nothing less for its enjoyment 
than that which satisfied the heart and mind 
of its great Original. And what was it which 
satisfied the infinite mind of Grod? Was it 
heaven ? — angelic hosts ? — or the universe at 
large! No. * It may be absolutely proved 
that none of these is the fountain from which 
God's infinite happiness arises. For it is cer- 
tain that God is eternal — never had a begin- 
ning, — ^while it is equally certain that every 
other object or being — the material heavens 
— angels — the universe — had a commence' 
ment. What, then, satisfied God ere these 
things iad existence! He was satisfied from 
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Himself. He was essentiallj his own foun- 
tain. His bliss arose from his own glorious 
perfections— from the infinite union and fellow- 
ship of Father, Word, and Spirit, — and from 
the prospective manifestation or delineation of 
Himself through Christ Jesus to the uni- 
verse, — by the creation and government of in- 
numerable existences, — and especially by the 
redemption of man. 

Thus, God, in infinite love to his offspring 
— the soul of man — determined to bestow 
upon it, a portion, — infinitely transcending all 
the works he ever made — all the materials he 
ever created. He determined to confer upon 
it Himself, — as its everlasting life — ^as 
its nourishment — its perpetual satisfaction. 
He knew its capacity ; (for " known unto God 
are all his works ")— he knew that its nature 
was so noble— so majestic— so resembling him- 
self — that the whole created universe could not 
satisfy it ; — that, like the eagle, that disdains 
the earth, (though compelled from time to 
time to lodge in it) and soars away to the 
sun ; — that it — the heaven-bom spirit — would 
not — could not rest without the continued 
friendship of its God, and everlasting commu- 
nications of life from him — without the con- 
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tinued smile of that countenance which makes 
glad the city of God. 

Thus the mystery vanishes — the awful se- 
cret appears,— even why God, while he pre- 
pared by creation so much to satisfy the body, 
and all the lower animals, absolutely created 
nothing to give full satis&ction, — ^life, — or 
blessedness, — to the soul of man? And again, 
— why man should be so miserable, — so dis- 
satisfied, — when alienated from the Parent 
source of life, — strength, — peace f 

For no sooner did man forsake God, by 
preferring (as is so beautifully illustrated in 
the parable of the Prodigal Son) " the portion 
of goods which fell to him," rather than his 
Father's house and Father's fellowship ; — ^no 
sooner did he prefer the creature to the Crea- 
tor^ than the paternal blessing of the Creator, 
which ever warmed and vivified his spiritual 
nature, was withdrawn. He was cut off from 
that friendship, — fellowship, — eternal life, — 
which was with God ; (for with Him alone is 
the fountain of life. Psalm xxxvi. 9) and 
though none of his mental faculties were taken 
a-way, yet he was instantly deprived of that 
secret nourishment and aliment for his spirit 
which his mysterious Mnion to God had 
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hitherto afforded him ; and being thus spiri- 
tually separated from God,— he sank, like the 
natural body, when separated from the soul, 
(to which it was no less mysteriously united) 
at once into corruption. 

His first fatal error, — that which is em- 
phatically — the root of all evil — was the be- 
lief, that the mere possession of created things 
(such as money — 1 Tim. vi. 10. ; — for, on the 
same principle, money may be regarded as the 
symbol of created enjoyments), — that honour, 
power, or knowledge, could afford perfect sa- 
tisfaction to the mind, — ^in other words, that 
— apart from the direct shining of the Sun 
of Righteousness into his soul, as its life or 
blessedness — the universe could afford, in 
some manner or way, a substitute for the 
urviNG God, — so as to render him truly 
happy ! Hence, under this delusion, he 
ceased to regard the Lord as the only life of 
his spirit ; and immediately disbelieved his 
perfect love — through his withholding from 
him even a single tree, and placing him under 
any responsibility. He would be a god to 
himself. 

Who could restore him to that august re- 
lationship which he had thus once and for 
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ever forfeited ? Had not the Son of Grod ap- 
peared in this world — to open, through his < 
wounded side, the fountain of " that eternal 
life, which was the Father," and was now 
freely given to man, — the universe could only 
have echoed — Who ? 

Is it any wonder, then, that man is miser- 
able, while he forsakes God ? — that his soul 
should be ever craving — ever thirsting, and 
yet never satisfied — ^while he departs from the 
only source of true happiness ? Is it any 
wonder that, as we ascend the scale of so- 
ciety, through the ranks of those distinguished 
for power, — ^riches, — knowledge, — ^honour, — 
either now or in former ages, — we should (as 
a general rule) find internal misery increasing 
rather than diminishing, — till, in the records 
of history, we arrive at a monarch pre-emi- 
nently exalted in knowledge and external pos- 
session above all men, — and elevated to that 
summit as if for the very purpose of making 
an awfully grand experiment in the foee of 
the universe, — ^whether creature aggrandise- 
ment could render us happy, or supply the 
lack of God in the soul? And what was 
the deliberate verdict, — the verdict left for 
the solemn perusal of posterity ? '' All is 
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VANITY AND VEXATION OF SPIRIT." (Eccles. 
ii. 11.) 

How could it be otherwise I Can man 
suspend or rescind the law of his mental con- 
stitution ? As well might he labour for ages 
to reverse any of the fundamental laws of 
the natural world. No — his constitution was 
built as the illustrious temple for Jehovah, — 
" the habitation of God, through the Spirit," 
— ^where He might dwell for ever, and hold 
his high court over this lower world. For 
this lofty design it had a perfect adaptation. 
God was not to be a casual visitor in the soul 
of man ; so that his being consciously present 
or absent might not materially affect the ope- 
ration of its powers. But he made it for a 
combined movement with Himself,— even as 
the soul and body move together. How then 
can creation, in its loveliest forms, sustain an 
equality with God? or fill up a gap which 
was originally filled with his own blissful 
presence 1 

Man is not a part of God (as the Brahmins 
and many mystics of the East declare)— just 
as every ray of the sun may be said to be a 
part of the sun. He was rather made like the 
planets, which revolve in their orbits round 
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the sun, and find all their light and heat iu 
the inexhaustible splendour of his beams, — 
but yet form no part of that luminary. He 
was endued with capacities by which he might 
ever be enabled to behold the love and cha- 
racter of God, — by which he might have such 
an intercourse with God as a son has with a 
beloved father, — or one beloved friend with 
another, — and ever find supreme blessedness 
in His love and favour. 

We often hear of infidels, — ^who deny the 
Word of G^d, — insisting largely on " the laws 
of nature " being fixed and unalterable ; and, 
therefore, their unwillingness to believe in 
the past existence of miracles, — ^because it 
would, in their estimation, have been a re- 
version of these fixed laws. But without 
entering into the folly of this argument, (as 
if the Lord, who stamped his laws on the 
works of his hand, had not power, — or might 
not wiU for higher purposes, — ^to suspend their 
execution for a moment) — let the fact of these 
laws be fully conceded, — and then let it be 
maintained — ^that there is not a law in the 
whole length and breadth of creation which is 
more fixed and unalterable than the one which 
God has assigned to the mental constitution 
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of man — namely, that nothing should afford 
him true rest or satisfaction apart from the 
conscious possession of God's favour and 
friendship, — and, as a consequence, that when 
he violates the law of his soul, and seeks his 
happiness on this side of the love of God, 
(and what multitudes of professing Christians 
do this !) that he should be like a planet 
which has departed from its orbit, and is 
wandering in the labyrinths of space. 

The analogical argument is thoroughly 
conclusive. If we look through the whole 
range of the animal creation in the air, — 
earth, — or sea, — we find invariably, that He 
who gave these animals their different organi- 
zations has wisely and graciously placed them 
in those circumstances, and provided for them 
those aliments which are fitted to their na- 
tures ; and that wherever any animal, who is 
thus constituted to live in one particular way, 
—or on certain kinds of food, — is deprived of 
these, by necessity^ (for no animal willingly 
departs from its assigned element or provi- 
sion), — the creature is immediately restless, — 
unhappy, — or dies. And why ? Because it 
is cut off from that which is alone fitted, ac- 
cording to its constitution, to give it susten- 
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ance and satisfaction. Now, — let it be re- 
peated, — the same law applies to man ; and 
the same account is to be given of the source 
of his miseries. 

The Lord created him, as we have seen, 
with such a mind that all the universe could 
not render him happj or satisfied, — if he was 
cut off from the conscious and direct enjoy- 
ment of his Creator's countenance and friend- 
ship. If, then, the various animals are dis- 
contented and miserable, — ^when they do not 
enjoy the particular circumstances or aliments 
for which they were made, — ^is it a matter of 
wonder that man should be restiess and un- 
happy, — when refusing the lovb of God, — 
for the enjoyment of which, especially, his 
mind was constituted ? Why should he be 
an exception to the whole creation ? If no 
other being can break the laws of its consti- 
tution without suffering the consequences, — Is 
man to transgress them with impunity? When 
he departed from God, had he left behind him 
some of his noble capacities of soul, — or had 
they been so reduced, as to become like the 
highest of the animal creation, he might, — 
yea, in some respects he would, — have had 
more equable satisfaction than he has had, — 
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resembling the mournful satisfaction of the 
king of Babylon, when his faculties were sus- 
pended, and he seemed for a time to receive 
the nature of a brute. (Dan. iv. 33.) 

But, no. He carried with him the very 
original, Grod-like constitution by which he 
was made to seek his happiness in the favour 
and friendship of God ; and, therefore, he 
carried with him the means of his own crav- 
ing misery and endless disappointment. The 
more powerful his talents were, — the more en- 
larged the chasm for sorrow. His high facul- 
ties could of themselves afford him no more 
settled rest or peace, — while he continued a 
siroMffer to God, — ^than could the many win- 
dows of a high and noble building admit a 
sufficiency of light when the sun had gone 
down beneath the horizon. 

Thus we have found that man must have a 
God. If he does not find the living God — 
for whom he was essentially constituted — he 
must array some creatures — ^real or imaginary 
— ^with attributes, more or less, which belong 
only to God. He cannot be at rest without 
seeking incessantly some object adequate to 
his immortal longings, — to which he should 
ever look for happiness — for perpetual peace 
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—eternal life. This is the law of his exist- 
ence. Hence,^-con8trained by this law, — 
every man is actually, by a mighty instinct, 
in pursuit of such a Being. But where can 
he be found 1 Who can show him ? The 
deep cries — ^he is " not in me." Creatures, — 
riches, — honour, — wisdom, — successively echo 
the same reply — " not in me." When, lo ! 
Jesus suddenly presents himself to the miser- 
able — oft-defeated wanderers — ^and exclaims, 
"I am the God your inward capacities blindly 
seek aft;er ; I am the Being for whom they 
were created. Come unto me, and I will give 
you rest The love of God is the aliment — 
the only food — which can satisfy your hunger, 
— quench your thirst, — or meet the desires of 
your immortal spirit. I am the gift of that 
love. Believe all this, and that moment you 
ikave everlasting life." 

Who can be arrested in his vain career by 
this illustrious stranger, — ^who can truly un- 
derstand and believe this unexpected address, 
— without having the sovereign promise of 
God fullilled in the immediate entrance of 
Christ into his soul? — without being con- 
scious that he has found an inexhaustible, 
eternal treasure ? — ^without perceiving that he 



THE GLORIOUS RECONCILIATION. 205 

has discovered the only God for which his fa- 
culties were firamed? For no sooner does 
Christ thus enter into the throne of the heart 
than they instantly bow to him as their Lord 
and Redeemer, — while joy overspreads the 
whole existence. 

This, then, is eternal life, — even everlast- 
ing God-like happiness, — to know " the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom he has 
sent." (John xvii. 3.) For now the native 
enmity of the heart to God is slain, — the Holy 
Spirit breathes over the soul, — ^and the invi- 
sible union to God, which was disannulled at 
the fall of man, — is restored for ever. 

Thus we have arrived, in this outline of 
truth, at the grand end for which the Gospel 
is sent to every man ; — not merely, as we 
have seen, to deliver from the condemnation 
of hell, and to secure an admission to heaven, 
— but to reconcile man to his God. For 
though both of the former are necessarily in- 
cluded, they are but the externals of salvation. 
The internal — glorious element — that which 
is the fountain of all the believer's joy both in 
time and in eternity — is this restored friend- 
ship — this peace with God — this indissoluble 
union to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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But let it not be forgotten — ^tliat this life 
this holy peace or blessedness — ^which flows 
from the true knowledge of God in Christ — 
is as far removed as heaven is above earth 
from all the ideas of happiness cherished by 
the unrenewed. They are essentially distinct. 
How, then, can he go to heaven in his pre- 
sent state ? He may dream of heaven ; but 
it is one of his own imagination — not the 
heaven of Grod. Like the Mahomedans, he 
pictures out to himself a paradise of sensual 
sweets, — ^a series of enjoyments, — ^in which 
fellowship with God the Father and his Son 
Jesus Christ are as effectually excluded as if 
they had no existence. He knows nothing of 
eternal life. 

Now, the life or happiness of God cannot 
possibly be enjoyed either here or hereafler^ 
apart from a participation in his high princi- 
ples — in his disposition or character. Iliere 
are pleasures, for example, peculiar to the 
lower animal creation, — and those again which 
are peculiar to intellectual men. But how 
widely different I Nothing is more easy than 
to make an animal happy, according to its 
distinctive nature. But never could we pos- 
siblf give it the essentiaX ^\i'S&Ation of an 
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intelligent man. Before this could be done, 
it would require first to be miraculously en- 
dowed with the nature or spirit of a man. 

Now, though the cases are essentially dif- 
ferent, — ^yet these natural facts may serve, in 
some degree, to illustrate the wondrous change 
which must be effected in every unrenewed 
man ere he be fitted to enter into the joy of 
the Lord. No man can drink of the river of 
God in glory who does not first taste of it 
here, — who does not become more or less a 
partaker of the felicity of God, even in this 
life. And no man can be a partaker of this 
felicity without immediately before, — or at the 
same instant, — receiving, in some degree, the 
spiritual principles or nature of God. He 
needs no*new mental faculties, — and yet he 
must be bom again. For " except a man be 
bom again, (said Jesus) he cannot see the 
kingdom of God." But the great question 
ever returns, — By what means does the Spirit 
of God effect this new creation — impart this 
new spiritual capacity! And again. How 
does the working of this all-quickening Spirit 
harmonize with human responsibility ? Have 
we no analogous eases which may light the 
way of the anxious inquirer to a blissful 
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conclusion T Assuredly we have. The cases 
of Naaman the Syrian, and the serpent-bitten 
Israelites — ^besides many others — stand forth 
to illustrate the awful Scripture combination 
of — Divine agency on the one hand, — and 
personal responsibility on the other. The be- 
stowment of new flesh on the Syrian, and the 
healing of the deadly wounds of the Israelites, 
both alike proceeded from the creative energy 
of God. But that energy was suspended in 
each case on means which were distinctly 
within their reach to employ. And no sooner 
did they obey God in employing these or- 
dained means,— simply believing that, through 
this obedience, the Lord would appear to their 
help, — than they found their bodies won- 
drously restored. 

Now, it is remarkable that in answering 
the great questions, — How is a man to be born 
again ? How is he to receive everlasting life f 
— our Lord brings forward one of these cases 
to illumine the path of the sinner, both in 
regard to his privilege and responsibility ; ex- 
claiming—" As Moses lifted up the serpent in 
the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man 
be lifted up ; that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish but have eternal life." "For 
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Grod SO loved the world that he gave his only 
begotten Son; that whosoever belie veth in him 
should not perish bat have everlasting life." 
(John iii. 14 — 16.) All that was necessary 
on the part of the wounded Israelites in order 
to be cured, was, in obedience to the com- 
mand of Grod, to fix his eye on this heaven- 
ordained object And so also with the Gros- 
peL By looking to the crucified One— perish- 
ing men are saved. 

Thus, by beholding (that is, fixing the 
mind stedfastly and corUimwusly on) the love 
of Grod to every creature, — the gift of Christ 
and the great satisfaction which he offered to 
law and justice, — for the sins of the whole 
world,— (here set forth under the single ex- 
pression of being " lifted up")— by keeping the 
eye of the soul intently Jixed on these glorious 
truths — till they be simply understood, be- 
lieved, and confided in, — the awakened sinner 
becomes a subject of Divine operation, — is 
bom again,— receives the blessings of ever- 
lasting life. (James i. 25.) The grand link 
which unites the soul to God,— (according to 
the sovereign arrangements of grace) which 
brings the grand electric chain of truth around 
the heart of man, and causes it to vibrate to 
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the innermost recesses of his spirit, — is con- 
fidence in the word and heart of God ; — such 
confidence as arises natively from a perception 
of the truth of the GospeL And no man can 
understand and beKeve the Gospel in its bear- 
ings on himself without this confidence, — with- 
out truly adopting the language and following 
the example of the Prodigal, when he ex- 
claimed — " I will arise and go to my Father." 
No sooner did the Ephesians hear ^' the Gos- 
pel of their salvation" than confidence was 
inspired, — they trusted in Cirist,— and with- 
out delay received the seal of heaven on that 
confidence — the gift of the Holy Spirit. (Eph. 
i. 13.) 

Here, again, we discover one of the prin- 
ciples on which faith overcomes the world,— a 
principle quite in accordance with the consti- 
tution of the human mind. It is simply this. 
When objects of difierent value come before it 
— from which to choose as a source of happi- 
ness — they are immediately contrasted, and 
that one is chosen which the heart reckons the 
best or most profitable. For every human 
being is seeking after that which his heart 
reckons the chief good — such as money — plea- 
sure, or honour,— liowevet xDWk!t\v his inward 
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choice may be concealed by the profession of 
something else. But when a higher good, — as 
the Gospel — ^is presented for its supreme ac- 
ceptance,— the heart immediately and instinc- 
tively brings this new competitor into compa- 
rison with what it already holds or seeks after, 
—and never will let that go till the new can- 
didate for his heart is seen to be more worthy 
or desirable. This is the law of the heart. 
Nothing, therefore, will cause a man to cease 
from seeking the things of time and sense as 
his portion till his soul perceives, in the light 
of God, the vast superiority of the Gospel 
provision as a fountain for happiness — ivith 
the absoltUe certainty of obtaining it. It is 
quite in vain to argue, — that it is his dtity to 
let go his hold of the world, — that it will not 
afford him true happiness, — that there are 
many miseries connected with it. These 
arguments, theoretically, may not be denied, 
— may even be allowed by his judgment. But 
what then — they will never persuade the heart 
to give up its idol, — to renounce the world as 
a portion. It requires another kind of argu- 
ment, — ^namely, the bringing before it very 
clearly a better object^ — which can immediately 
be received, when it is seen as a free gift and 
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chosen in preference to the other. (Heb. xi. 
15. 16.) It was the sight of "the pearl of 
great price," — its superiority to every other, — 
and the joyful certainty ofoUaining it, — ^whidi 
at once induced the man, in the scripture il- 
lustration, — to go and sell all that he had to 
secure it. (Mat. xiii. 44.) 

Even an infant in his mother's arms may 
afford us an illustration of this principle. He 
has obtained a toy, for example, with which 
he is delighted. A stranger advances — and, 
by signs, begs to have the toy from the child. 
But all in vain. Again and again he gentlj 
urges the child to give up its treasure. Bujk 
his entreaty only produces an opposite effect, 
leading the child to grasp it more firmly, — 
be still more unwilling to part with it. How 
then can he overcome the infant's love to the 
toy ? There is an infallible expedient. Lei 
him draw from his pocket another toy — far 
more beautiful and attractive — and hold it 
forth to induce the child to let go the other. 
And what follows ? No sooner does the in- 
fant see the svperiority of the new one, — and 
understand he may obtain it, when he lets go 
his hold of the first, — than he at once throws 
// airaj—even that oiv which his heart had 
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been fixed— and eagerly stretches forth his 
hand to seize the prize. 

The case of Zaccheus, too, presents a re- 
markable scripture illustration of the power 
of one affection to overcome another. (Luke 
xix. 5, 6.) His chief good, as far as we may 
judge — ere he ascended the tree to see Jesus 
passing by— -was money and worldly honour. 
He was " chief among the publicans, and he 
was ridi.^ Christ came to the foot of the 
tree — another claimant for his whole heart — 
and was joyfully received. And why 1 Be- 
cause the two portions— Christ and the world 
— were at that moment brought into juxta- 
position,— and, in the light of the Holy Spirit, 
the transcendent superiority of the one above 
the other — ^was seen and acknowledged. This 
also explains, in some degree, the scripture 
expression of " buying gold tried in the fire," 
— " buying wine and milk " ; — that is, the 
giving up, or renouncing, what had been for- 
merly valuable to us, in order to the reception 
of things now seen to be of greater value. 
(Rev. iii. 18.) 

Thus, then, when Jesus Christ— as the free 
gift of Grod— with all the blessings of redemp- 
tion, are brought near to the soul by the 
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preaching of the Gospel, and presented in the 
light of the Holy Spirit,— and when it is be- 
lieved — firmly believed — that no interval need 
elapse ere the enjoyment of this proferred 
treasure is begun,— than the soul buys them— 
so to speak — "without money or price," — that 
is, lets go its hold of the world — creatures — self 
— and joyfully receives, like Zaccheus, the b:e% 
and everlasting bestowment. 

Of what vast importance, therefore, is it 
that the Gospel should be so stated (as it is 
always done in Scripture) as to hold forth to 
all sinners a certainty of immediately obtain- 
ing eternal life, — when they imderstand and 
truly credit the tidings of salvation, — when 
they see its value and jfreenesSf and become 
willing thereby to part with anything or 
everything which stands in the way. " For 
he that believeth on the Son hath (even now) 
everlasting life." " And as many as received 
him, to them gave he power to become the 
Sons of God, even to them that believe on 
his name." (John i. 12. ; iii. 36.) No 
matter what abstract beauty or excellence the 
preacher points out in the Gospel, if he inter- 
poses a doubt — something like a peradventure 
—as to the certainty o£ ila bV^s&mg^a being now 
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^^>eely obtained by any one who is truly will- 
ing to receive them. In doing this, he puts a 
^^arftil, and too often a fatal, barrier in the 
"way of the sinner. For the soul will never let 
go its present hold of tkat from which it seeks 
its scanty enjoyment — for prospects which 
have A PERADVENTURE Connected with them. 
Hence we find the first preachers of the 
Gospel — and especially the Redeemer — la- 
bouring, so to speak, to overcome the suspi- 
cions of their hearers, as to the certainty and 
freeness of the blessings of salvation, — assur- 
ing them, in every variety of language, or vi- 
vid illustration — of the impossibility of failure 
or disappointment^ where their simple message 
was truly responded to. Hence, too, we find 
the God of love closing his written communi- 
cations to man with a fourfold entreaty to 
sinners to come to the river of the water of 
Kfe,— as if all his former invitations had not 
been strong enough, and a doubt still lingered 
with some of his sincerity; or — lest they should 
not be welcome or successful in coming. Thus, 
his last command —and almost the last words 
of the Bible— are given as if to destroy that 
suspicion, and affirm, in the strongest possible 
language, the perfect freeness of salvation^ — 
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" Whosoever will, Ut him take the water <f 
life f reefy:* (Rev. xxii. 17.) 

In the historic case of the brazen serpent, 
(to which allusion has been made) Where 
was there any doubt or uncertainty mingled 
with the announcement of the heaven-ap- 
pointed cure ? The possibility of a wounded 
Israelite looking to the brazen serpent, and 
not absolutely and at once obtaining a cure, — 
never, we may believe, entered the mind of 
Moses nor of a single sufferer. Doubtless, 
therefore, every dying man turned his eyes to 
the consecrated remedy with the perfect con- 
fidence of recovery, through simply perceiving 
the object. And why should any doubt rest 
in the mind of an awakened sinner of a pre- 
sent salvation ; or that— the simple perception 
— ^in its true signification — of the truth of the 
gifl and death of the Lamb of God as a sacri- 
fice for him, — shall as effectually convey ever- 
lasting life to his soul— as the sight of the 
serpent of brass conveyed life to the bodies of 
the dying Israelites? Let but the one be 
seen as distinctly with the eye of the mind» — 
as the other was seen with the eye of the 
body, — and the glorious recovery shall be in- 
faUihly realized. Let no oi^e say with Nico- 
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demus, " How can it be " ? The mouth of 
the Lord hath spoken it. The command — 
" Look unto me and be ye saved " — addressed 
to ^^ all the ends of the earth " — was not given 
as an awful experiment to be tried — as too 
many practicaUj regard it — but as a sure 
ground of confidence— to fill with immediate 
joy. 



CONCLUDING CHAPTER. 



THE GREAT FOUNDATION. 



Every human being, in regard to duration of 
existence, is infallibly declared to be Immor- 
tal. His life, therefore, on earth, appears, in 
the light of his revealed immortality, but as a 
span — a moment — a twinkling of the eye! 
And yet the Word of God assures us—that 
on that span — that momentary life, depends 
the character and colouring of his endless 
existence; — that he is kept here by infinite 
love for an appointed season, — ^not merely to 
secure, under grace, a happy admission to 
heaven at death, — but to obtain also, through 
faith in the blood of Christ, an increasing con- 
formity to his spiritual image, — and thus, a 
still larger capacity for the enjoyments — en- 
terprises — and fellowships in glory. 

But not only does all eternity thus take 
its character and coVouim^ feom \\m^^ — but 
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this chequered life carries with it iuto eter- 
nity its ultimate holy or unholy character — 
as having been derived from the very source 
fi-om which the soul habitually drew its mo- 
tives for action, — from the place on which 
it built all its confidence and hope towards 
Grod. Thus, our Lord, in one of his pa- 
rables, describes every man, — who believes 
in the immortality of the soul, and in the 
judgment to come, — as engaged in erecting for 
himself an eternal house, — which he believes 
or imagines will afford a shelter for his spirit 
when the coming storms shall have devastated 
all below, — ^while the character, stability, and 
perpetuity of every such building is most gra- 
phically represented to be altogether depen- 
dent on the nature of its foundation— rAc basis 
on which the first stone is laid. For as is 
the nature of that basis, — so is the nature — 
the strength — the perpetuity of the building. 
(Luke vL 48.) 

Here, then, we learn, that those who build 
their hopes for eternity on the rock — that is, 
who repose all their confidence on the love of 
God — the gift and relationship of Christ — shall 
abide for ever ;— that he on whom they trust 
shall effectually secure the strength— the glory 



220 SUPERSTRUCTURE OF HOLINESS. 

of their superstructures in the hour of trial, 
— shall cause these noble edifices to endure 
when all visible nature shall have been over- 
thrown ; — ^while those who have died repos- 
ing vain confidence of acceptance with Grod 
—either in whole or in part— ^<m the ima- 
gined intrinsic virtues of their own character, 
works, or feelings — as if they could stand the 
searching eye of Infinite Purity, — shall be 
overwhelmed. Their building shall fall, — 
and the ruin of those houses shall be great — 
eternal — ^irreversible I 

Now, in the preceding pages, we have seen 
substantially the grand foundation principles on 
which every man, who would be saved, must 
continually rest his confidence towards God 
and eteriiity, — while, reposing on that foun- 
dation, he seeks progressively, by strength 
from above, to build a superstructure of vital 
holiness. Both are essentially necessary to 
attest the existence of living Christianity in 
the souL If the latter is not habitually going 
forward, — we may truly fear that the former 
has not been found. For he who truly under- 
stands the Gospel in its practical bearings, — 
who relies alone for acceptance with God on 
the revelations of Calvary,— vdU necessarily 
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be led, by the Holy Spirit — be constrained by 
the love of Christ, — to live not unto himself, 
but unto him that died for him and rose again. 
He will manifest the existence in his soul of a 
new creation — a new principle of life — a 
heavenly fountain of motives — of joy — of 
strength. (2 Cor. v. 16. 17.) 

But how many are there who imagine that 
they actually began at some former period to 
build on the true foundation, — and vainly 
comfort themselves with the dream of what 
they once did, — once felt or experienced, — as 
if these cherished items of their past history 
could atone for subsequent dead formality ! 
Miserable delusion! They forget that the 
flight of Lot's guilty companion but a little 
way across the plains of Sodom — in apparent 
submission to Divine authority — did not 
shield her when she looked back, from the 
judgment, which suddenly changed her into 
a monumental warning for all ages. (Luke 
xvii. 32.) Neither do such remember that 
the former convictions and evanescent feelings 
on which they complacently depend (as if 
then* passing existence had left with them the 
title deeds for glory) shall only be found to 
enhance the cruninality of drawing back. 
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For even had this bygone experience 
been the fruits of the Spirit, and con 
almost in uninterrupted abundance t 
present hour, — ^What then? these cou 
atone for a single sin, — nor be a p 
righteousness to entitle the soul to ent 
mansions above. No deadlier sign, 
fore, can b© exhibited of the self-deceive 
vainlj supporting his mind in the co 
of spiritual apathy or death — by dc 
reminiscences of his former history, 
first to last, the prospering Christian f 
" the things which are behind," — incl 
in one great sense, all bygone fruits of 
ness, — and looking only to Christ — 
same yesterday, to day, and for ever" — ^p 
to the mark of the highest conformity 
image. (PhiL iii. 13.) 

How many are there again, — who, 
they nominally profess to be rearing an e 
fabric on the bock, — are, nevertheless, 
building on the sakd ! Their superstruc 
indeed, may, for a time, look outwardly { 
and beautiM to the cursory beholder, - 
as if they were on the true foundation, 
the day of trial is at hand, — either in ti 
ia eternity J — ^which sYiaW \fta\ \Xv^ alrenj 
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their bases^ and the true character of their 
elements. 

But even now, in this life, the frequent 
moumi^l overthrow, or manifest instability, 
of very many goodly buildings (as they ap- 
peared to be) has shed a searching retrospec- 
tive light on the manner, as well as on the 
ground, in which the foundations were laid. 
And oh ! surely, therefore, the very sight of 
these fearful moral ruins ought especially to 
awaken builders to re-examine, with deepest 
prayerfulness, the awful questions — How and 
WHEBE should every building for eternity be 
BEGUN I How carried forward to completion ? 
Even in regard to earthly buildings, we 
find, that according to the prospective height 
and grandeur of the intended edifice, so are 
men interested in laying the foundation. 
Surely, then, a superstructure, which is de- 
signed to be everlasting,— which is to be scru- 
tinized in every part, not only by an angel 
from heaven, with an awful plummet in his 
hand,— (Rev. xxi. 15.), — ^but by the mighty 
Architect, whose eyes are as a fiame of fire, — 
a house, which is to endure in this world the 
force of the " gates of hell,**— on which the 
rain shall descend — the winds shall blow — 
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and the waves shall beat to try the stability of 
its foundation — and which, if unable to with- 
stand the violence of these successive shocks, 
shall fall and bury the unhappy inmate in 
everlasting ruin and despair ; — surely, the 
foundation of such a house ought, above all 
things, to be rigidly examined and most care- 
fully laid. "Woe be to that man who does not 
"toA« heed"* to the foundaticm on which he 
builds for eternal ages ! 

How needful, therefore, is trial in this life 
for the professed disciples of the Lord ! For 
besides the advantages to the believer himself 
— in deepening his faith and confidence in 
God — it manifestly demonstrates to all, be- 
yond a doubt — who are building on the only 
ROCK ? and who on the sand ? Thus, a sea- 
son of trial (if not even of persecution) is 
mercifully ordered or permitted for the true 
convert, while being sustained by inward 
peace, — (John xvi. 33.), — ^as eventually in- 
creasing, under the blessing of God, his con- 
formity to Christ, — preparing him for more 
eminent services here and in the world to 
come, — and strengthening him to endure, in 
the presence of God above, without fainting, 
Hnd without fatigue,— a ^ax mot^ exa^^^iing and 
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eternal weight of glory. But it is mercifully 
ordered, also, for the self-deceiver, — to dis- 
cover to himself his true .character, — to open 
his eyes to his actual unconverted position in 
the sight of Gk>d, — ^notwithstanding his being 
arrayed in the paltry garb of the pilgrim, and 
adorned with the tinsel of a religious profes- 
don, — ^that knowing his danger, he may yet 
flee to the Rock and be saved. Thus, the 
times in which men may be allowed to wear 
a profession of Christianity, (as, comparatively 
speaking, they are at present) — without pass- 
ing through an ordeal of trial to test their 
principles, — are awfully designated by the 
apostle, ^^ perilous times J* For then they 
may live on to death, — dreaming of going to 
heaven, while they are on the road to perdi- 
^tion, — "having a form of godliness, but deny- 
ing the power thereof." (2 Tim. iii. 1.) 

The wise builder — the obedient hearer of 
the Gospel — is described by our Lord as one 
who DIGGED DEEP, and laid the foundation on 
a BOCK, — while the foolish — the self-deceiver 
— ^is represented by a man who without a 
foundation — ^without digging deep— built his 
house on the earth — on the mere surface of 
earthly motives and selfish hopes. Now, this 
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" digging deep " is essentially necessary to 
every one who would find the rock. With- 
out it, large numbera of houses may be rapidly 
erected, and b3come very high, and, for a 
time, bid as fair to stand permanently as those 
which are truly founded ; but they shall every 
one be overthrown. What, then, is this " dig- 
ging deep" on which all depends ? It cannot 
intimate the necessity of any tedious self- 
righteous process ere the anxious spirit finds 
rest in Jesus. Far from it. Such vain de- 
lusive efforts would only be adding to the 
amount of sand and earthy rubbish which 
existed before, as a ground of false confi- 
dence, — ^which only hid or covered over from 
sight the glorious foundation. But it means — 
the effectual removal of all vital error from 
the mind, — relating to the character of God^ 
— to sin — to our own character and pros- 
pects for eternity ; — in a word, relating to 
everything which so darkens the soul, and 
feeds the depravity of the heart, that, if per- 
mitted to remain, would necessarily prevent 
the full discovery of the glorious Gospel. And 
(without entering here into the too common 
perversions of the term) this renunciation of 
vital error for revealed \x\xl\v. — ^la the simpio 
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meaning of the scripture expression, repen- 
tance — or change op mind. 

So far from any compensatory tedious la- 
bour being required of the sinner ere he is 
forgiven, — the Word of God continually con- 
denms it, as being virtually a rejection of the 
"gift" op eternal life in Christ Jesus; 
and everywhere holds out a present salvation 
— free to all,— a salvation which is so abso- 
lutely free that the chief barrier to its recep- 
tion lies in the unwillingness of the awakened 
inquirer to accept of it, — without meritorious 
labour, — without previous efforts to garnish 
his character or improve his feelings, — with- 
out money or price. (Isaiah Iv. 1.) But no 
sooner does he see his need of it in all respects, 
and become willing to accept of it gratuit- 
onsfy, for the veri/ ends for which it was given, 
(and where the Gospel with its antecedent 
truths are clearly exhibited, in the light of 
the Holy Spirit, this may take place — there 
and then) — no sooner does he thus simply 
credit the declarations of God encouraging 
all sinners to approach him implicitly for 
mercy and grace, — than this salvation or spi- 
ritual life comes as quickly into his heart as 
it came into the heart and house of Zaccheus 
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the publican — (Luke xix. 9.) — or into the 
heart and house of the Philippian jailor — 
(Acts xvi. 34.) For he that believeth on the 
Son HATH " everlasting life," — hath it in pos- 
session, — the moment he so understands and 
believes the Gospel as to have filial courage to 
draw near to God,— crying, " Abba, Father." 
Hence, we perceive (as will still farther be 
shown) that no other preparation, or digging 
deep, — no other previous illumination, or 
change of mind, — is naturally and necessarily 
( 7Mt judicially ) required — ere a sinner enjoys 
the blessings of eternal life, — than that which 
gives him thus simply to perceive his need of 
Jesus, and to welcome truly his salvation. 

Thus, the necessity of digging deep — ere the 
sinner experimentally realizes the true ground 
of confidence towards God — ^relates simply to 
the removal of such previous darkness, or spi- 
ritual ignorance, (by scriptural teaching, in 
the strength of the Holy Spirit, and deep 
personal consideration) as may be necessary 
to light the way of the soul to the only true 
Basis — the finished righteousness of the Re- 
deemer. For so long as any neutralizing 
error, — or ignorance in regard to the actual 
state of the soul before God, axvdiVa righteous 
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exposure to destruction on account of sin, — 
is suffered to remain, — so long as false de- 
pendence, or unwillingness to give up any 
known iniquity, is deliberately cherished, — 
how can any man, in such a state of mind, 
see or understand the glory of the Gospel? 
"'How can ye believe^' said Jesus to his op- 
posing hearers, " who receive honour one 
of another, and seek not the honour which 
Cometh from God only ? — [who determinately 
cling to the error — ^that happiness lies in the 
favour or applause of man " ?] (John v. 44.) 
Hence, so long as the sinner does not per- 
ceive his need of Christ, (still believes the lie of 
Satan, that he " shall not surely die ") — is not 
truly awakened to his guilt and danger, — and 
so long as he determinatefy cleaves to his sins, 
— he will not come to the light, — vdll not fairly 
permit his understanding to rest on Gospel 
truth with its evidence,— lest his deeds should 
be reproved. (John iii. 20.) Nay, such 
is the hatred of the unawakened soul to the 
Gospel — ^that where it pours its bright beams 
around him, — ^he vdll close his eyes lest he 
should see— understand — be converted — and 
healed. (Acts xxviii. 27.) Thus, many af- 
fecting passages of the Bible expressly declare 
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(what, indeed, is maDifest from the nature of 
our mental constitution) that no man can come 
to understand the Gospel, — or, indeed, any 
subject,— AGAINST HIS WILL,— especially where 
it necessarily requires for its comprehension 
some degree of continued self-denying atten- 
tion. This is self-evident. And this all-ab- 
sorbing attention the Gospel ever demands — 
as the infallible way to salvation — saying, 
" Behold [that is, continue stedfastly to look 
at] the Lamb of God." For it is " the en- 
grafted word which is able to save the 
soul." (James i. 21.) "Why do you not un- 
derstand my speech, (said the heart-broken 
Jesus to his enemies) even because ye cannot 
[bear to] hear my word " f (John viii. 43.) 

But, again : How, in the nature of things, 
can a man see his need of Christ — ^where self- 
righteous confidence and intervening sinful de- 
lusions prevail ? Will he, in that state of mind, 
dig deep to find the true foundation, — when he 
is akeady pleased or satisfied with the ^se 
giound on which he is then reposing his de- 
lusive hopes ? No, — that ground must be pe- 
netrated by the heavenly ploughshare, other- 
wise it will effectually conceal the only rock. 

A distinct i\luatra\ioii of this heaven-or- 
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dained principle, in conveying truth to the 
minds of unrenewed men, — may be found in 
the conversation of our Lord with Nicode- 
mus. Before pointing the inquiring Pharisee to 
Himself as the only true foundation on which 
to build for eternity, — he first taught him how 
to dig through, or renounce, his self-righteous 
ground — by the awakening announcement— 
" Ye must be born again,*^ And lest Nicodemus 
should not see the emphatic importance of 
that declaration, — which at once thoroughly 
condemned every element of his life or cha- 
racter, on which he had hitherto reposed his 
confidence towards God — our Saviour repeated 
it again and again. For till the vain confi- 
dence in his own character was thoroughly 
penetrated and cast aside, — he could not truly 
understand, and would not receive, the glori- 
ous announcement which soon fell on his ear, 
— " God so loved the world that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believetb 
in him should not perish, but have everlast- 
ing life." Hence, his illustrious Teacher 
(when almost repulsed by his incredulity) in- 
directly revealed the fact — that his not receiv- 
ing the self-condemning truth, which had al- 
ready been announced, (were such really the 
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case) would be an effectual barrier to his com- 
prehending the great mystery about to be dis- 
closed by the Gospel. " If I have told you 
earthly things" — things- occurring in the world 
you inhabit — demonstrable by facts in all ages, 
— and now illustrated to you by several well- 
known earthly illustrations," and ye believe 
not, — how shall ye believe if I tell you of 
heavenly things" — ^things which occurred in a 
far distant worlds and which can alone be re- 
ceived on my simple testimony 1 Now, it is 
plain, from the words of our Lord to Nicode- 
mus, that if a man believes no such depravity 
or worthlessness in his character as to con- 
vince him of the necessity ^ — even in this world, 
— of spiritual regeneration, — he will not, in the 
very nature of things, understand or believe 
the necessity for the incarnation and sufferings 
of the only begotten Son of God ; — or the na- 
ture and designs of that love which sent him 
as a gift to the world. If he believes not in 
the existence and alarming consequences of 
his diseases, — how can he see the wisdom, 
and gratefully respond to the benevolence, 
which voluntarily prompted the Physician to 
travel at such an expense^ and so great a dis- 
tance, freely to relieve and xecover him I 
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From this conversation let us at once pro- 
ceed to the next recorded case — the Woman 
of Samaria. She had no lofty superstructure 
of fancied excellence based on the sand, like 
the Pharisee — requiring to be undermined and 
OTcrthrown. Hence, we find the Saviour 
adopting a different introduction; — suddenly 
announcing, without any preamble, the glad 
tidings of the free gift of God. But why did 
he adopt such an introduction, seeing that she 
was not in circumstances, when our Lord first 
addressed her, to understand the wonderful 
meaning of his words ? For much — very 
much beclouding ignorance of herself — of sin 
— of the nature and character of God— syet 
interposed between her and direct rays of the 
Sun of Righteousness. How, then, could she 
comprehend, even in any degree, the glorious 
Gospel ? It was manifestly to unfold, in the 
clearest way, the nature of the Gospel. It is 
indeed interesting, and most illustrative of the 
Gospel, to consider these conversations suc- 
cessively^ — ^that with the Pharisee, — and this 
again with the ignorant woman ;--and to mark 
the distinct and prominent lesson which each 
was recorded to illustrate. The former case 
was manifestly designed to show the impossi-. 
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bility of a mind — still cleaving to its self-righte- 
ousness, (and thus unconvinced of guilt and 
danger)— •« such a state, — receiving the Gos- 
pel ; — the latter was, doubtless, to exhibit in 
a brilliant light — the absolute freeness of 

SALVATION ! 

Thus, the very fact of the sudden an- 
nouncement of the love of God and the gift of 
Christ to a woman sunk in heathen darkness 
and worthlessness, — the fact of an immediate 
intimation of her own personal interest in that 
infinite bestowment, — ^pours a fl^ood of light on 
the nature — the freeness — the glory of the 
Gospel. Had our Lord paused, ere he had 
revealed his joyful tidings to the woman — until 
he had first removed her ignorance in reference 
to necessary antecedent truths, — or, until he 
had perceived some dawnings of conversion — 
some indications of the work of the Holy Spirit 
— such, for example, as conviction of sin and 
fervent desires for forgiveness, — it might have 
led self-righteous souls, in after ages, to ima- 
gine that such feelings — such awakenings and 
hopeful dawnings— had in some degree recom- 
mended the sinner to his special grace and fa- 
vour. Thus the glorious Gospel would have 
been more or less darkened. 
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But no, — to this wretched outcast (who 
was indeed a representative of the entire 
Gentile world — as far as worthiness is con- 
cerned — ^and of every sinner to this day) our 
Saviour threw open at once the treasury of 
his grace, — without wailing for any favourable 
sign ; and assured her of a welcome reception 
the moment she boldly entered it! No sooner, 
however, did he, by this introduction, pro- 
claim the nature and perfect freeness of sal- 
vation, (and doubtless, also, disarm her mind 
of all prejudice by his unexpected benevo- 
lence, and thus dispose her to receive his 
after instructions) — than he quickly left the 
simple topics of the Gospel, — to teach her 
those antecedent — searching — soul-condenm- 
ing truths, which, under his blessing, would 
enable her to understand his wondrous in- 
troduction, — and soon exclaim with rapture, 
" Come, see a man who told me all things 
that ever I did. Is not this the Christ ? " 

Now, along with the preaching of the 
Gospel, — which, of itself tends indirectly to 
"dig" through the ignorance of sin, and 
other opposing moral barriers, which conceal 
the " great Rock," — and which should, there- 
fore, clearly accompany all endeavours to 
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remove existing delusions from the sinner's 
mind, with the design of '^ shutting up to the 
faith " of Jesus ; — along with the Gospel, 
(which, let it be repeated, ought ever to have 
a prominent place in the beginning — ^middle 
— and end of all spiritual instruction) — the 
minds of men ought to be clearly — directly 
and emphatically instructed on all things es- 
sentially needfril to its true understanding, — 
such as the Sovereign Majesty — the holiness 
and inflexible justice of God — the spirituality 
of the law under which man was created, and 
under which he fell, — reaching to the thoughts 
of the heart and demanding its supreme love 
— the consecration of the whole existence ;— 
the infinite evil of sin — ^not merely from its 
natural and judicial consequences to the sin- 
ner — ^but as rebellion — as high treason against 
the Father of our spirits — seeking by its ten- 
dencies His destruction ; — the utter depravity 
and just condemnation of man — the necessity 
of regeneration by the Word and Spirit of 
God. These and other antecedent truths are 
as urgently required to be explicitly taught in 
their own place and measures — as setting 
forth, along with them, — the freeness of par- 
don — the glory of t\ie Gros^el. 
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A passing reference to them in preaching 
the Gospel will not suffice, — neither will it 
do to imagine that the hearers generally are 
already sufficiently acquainted with them. 
For the tendency of such a course is to pro- 
duce spurious — " morning cloud " conver- 
sions — even those delusive restorations which 
the Lord mournfully charged on unfaithful 
prophets, saying, " they have healed the hurt 
cf the daughter of my people slightly. ^^ (Jer. 
viii. 11.) And surely none require to be more 
anxiously instructed on these points than those 
who, with little previous scriptural knowledge, 
profess to be now rejoicing in the good tidings 
of the Gospel, — lest (as in the case of the 
"stony ground" hearers, who ^^ anon with 
joy " seemed to have found eternal life) igno- 
rance or delusion, m regard to some essential 
point of revealed truth, should be still secretly 
interposing between them and the true im- 
derstanding of Christ, and thus — by endanger- 
ing their shipwreck on some fatal rock — im- 
peratively requiring to be removed. 

It is doubtless easy to refine on the sim- 
plicity of the Gospel — ^to dwell but little in 
public instruction — on soul-searching— sin- 
convincing antecedent truth — lest it should 
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appear to sully the freeness of Divine grace ; 
—easy thus to flee as far as possible from the 
very semblance of requiring self-righteous pre- 
paration ; as well as from recommending that 
submissive surrender to the Redeemer as Lord 
OP ALL, which must exist (from the very na- 
ture of the case, as well as from the Divine 
requirement) ere the soul can be at peace with 
God, through his precious blood. At first 
sight, indeed, it appears more to the honour 
oifree grace, (while it is far more gratifying 
to natural benevolence) to save nearly alto- 
gether the distressed self-condemning feelings 
of the awakened sinner, — to prevent them 
from being " pricked to the heart," (like those 
whom Peter, on the day of Pentecost, charged 
with the murder of Jesus) — to apply at once 
the soothing balm to the deep-festering gan- 
grene, — than ^rst to probe it to the bottom 
(though in much tenderness and love) with 
the faithful lancet, — ^while holding out pro- 
minently, at the same time, the ointment 
which is to mollify the wound ! But such 
unwise precipitancy is no way sanctioned in 
scripture, (though passages, isolated from their 
connexions and relationships, can be made to 
speak anything !) and \b \>\it tk*^ direct path 
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to mournful disappointment, — to disastrous 
consequences ; — the sore which appeared to 
be healed by hasty lineaments, bursting out 
afterwards with tenfold virulence I True, 
indeed, — the Gospel alone has often, through 
the Spirit of God, both wounded and healed, 
— first convinced of sin, and then of the fin- 
ished righteousness of Christ; — for indirectly 
it implies every awakening antecedent truth 
— since to tell a man that another died for 
him by public justice — is to convey, that he 
himself was previously and justly condemned 
to an ignominious death, and in the way to 
destruction. Nevertheless, (to change the 
figure) it is most dangerous for spiritual la- 
bourers to seek to abridge the necessary pre- 
vious culture of the field — (John iv. 38) in 
order U> facilitate the harvest — ^by dispensing, 
more or less, with the express commands of 
God, "to break up the fallow groundy^ and 
" to sow not among tJiorns'* (Jer, iv. 3.) For 
if these directions from the Lord of the har- 
vest are trifled with, the sad consequence will 
inevitably follow — at one time or other very 
much of the produce of such a field will be 
hligJUed / How can it be otherwise ? 

Now, wkile it is maintained that the simple 
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preaching of the Grospel should ever go hand 
in hand with all holy efforts to convince men 
of sin, and to sweep away refuges of lies — ^and 
that the Spirit of Grod has fi^quently employed 
the Gospel alone to accomplish these mighty 
purposes, (to a great extent at least) — ^yet, if 
those who labour to save souls would follow 
the path of the first illustrious preachers, and 
have their success, — they must also (while en- 
tirely depending on the blessing from above) 
give due and distinct prominency to all the 
awakening declarations of the forerunner of 
our Lord. For " the voice of one crying in 
the wilderness is yet to be heard, exclaiming, 
^^Prepare ye the way of the Lord — ^make his 
paths straight." (Matt. iii. 3.) 

The thorough — ^well-digested knowledge of 
antecedent truths — will ever be found to give 
(under the Spirit of God) a height, and depth, 
and stability to the true perceptions of the 
Gospel ; — while in regard to a large propor- 
tion of those who appeared to " run well," 
and who afterwards fell away, it will be found 
— ^that there had been, from the beginning, a 
want of S3rmmetrical completeness in their 
knowledge of Gospel truth — in its relation- 
sbipa ; — ^and especiaily m te^d t^ the ftinda- 
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mental humbling elements now referred to. 
These had been superficially and transiently 
considered both before and after their pro- 
fessed conversion to God ; • and, therefore, 
speedily lost sight of, — almost, at least — if 
not altogether. Joyfvl feelings^ and mere safety^ 
(not reconciliation to God and holiness) be- 
came the all in all ! Hence the dismal con- 
sequences. 

But all the truths of the Gospel—including 
those which are essentially connected with it 
— may be truly said to be key- stones to the 
arch of salvation, — any one of which, if re- 
moved, involves more or less the whole build- 
ing in ruin. To lose sight, for example, of 
our essential depravity, — our native worth- 
lessness, — or to forget that salvation is wTiolly 
of grace, and necessarily includes in its provi- 
sions redemption, through the blood of Christ 
— even now — from all iniquity, — ^will, there- 
fore, ultimately prove as destructive to the 
soul as denying, or practically losing sight of, 
the divinity of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. 

Nor let it be supposed, that any of the 
grand elements of the Gospel — or of its an- 
tecedent truths— can be dispensed with in the 
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habitual teaching of Christians. Far from it, 
Sach a practice) where it exists, arises from a 
great — a most dangerous mistake. On the 
contrary, they are all, without exception, to 
be kept — in their proportions — before the 
minds of believers, — along with the higher 
departments of heavenly knowledge to which 
Christians ought to be advancing. No one, 
for example, can read attentively the inspired 
epistles, addressed to the Churches, without 
perceiving how very frequently and largely 
those humbling statements were still pressed 
upon their minds, — even the very truths 
which were addressed to them when they 
were heathen idolaters. Thus the members 
of the Church of Ephesus, in its most pros- 
perous state, required to be reminded that 
they had been ^^ dead in trespasses and sins,'* 
and were by nature the children of wrath, 
even as others." (Eph. ii. 1, 3.) 

But the remaining pride of the heart — 
eispecially in young converts — often recoils 
from recollections which would keep them in 
the dust, — recoils from a continued prayerful 
application to themselves, as in the sight of 
God, of the simplest elements of saving truth, 
as well as from the BeaxOoMi^ \xvs\jiiry — 
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Whether they are every day living practically 
vender their hallowed influence ? The time 
•was — ^they will allow — that thej needed those 
abasing truths preached to them, — but now 
that they have become Christians— they think 
they know them all, — and may safely leave the 
ground on which the publican stood when he 
smote upon his breast, and exclaimed, " God 
be merciful to me a sinner " ! 

And what is the consequence of this spi- 
ritual elation ? The Gospel jfrom that hour 
has less and less power over their spiiit and 
practice. For no one can see it in its sancti- 
fying glory, or continue to realize it as " the 
power of God to salvation," — no one can hold 
fest " the beginning of his confidence," — even 
"the truth" which gave him peace with God 
when he had first seen himself on the brink 
of endless perdition, — hut by holding fast, — 
through the grace of God,— the lowest and most 
humbling views of himself For " to this 
man will I look, saith the Lord, — even to 
him who is poor, and of a contrite spirit, and 
trembleth at my word." (Isaiah Ixvi. 2.) 
Such an one was Paul. Even while shining 
in the hemisphere of the Church, as a star of 
the first magnitude, he exclaimed — " I was a 

3L^ 
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blasphemer — ^a persecutor and injurious — ^but 
I obtained mercy." (1 Tim. i. 13.) He de- 
sired no other inscription on his tomb than — 
" Is not this a brand plucked out of the fire"? 
(Zee. iii. 2.) 

But is it any wonder that those who forget 
the gulph fi'om which they were snatched — 
should become elated by their altered circum- 
stances ? — ^that those who delight more in ex- 
citing stimulants^ — ^whether spiritual or physi- 
cal, — than in secret prayer or in deep humbling 
views of themselves, should become quickly 
arrested in their course, — if not practical an- 
TiNOMiANs I Is it any wonder that they soon 
become speculative in their opinions, — " wise 
in their own conceit," — rash or precipitate in 
their interpretations of scripture, — confidently 
dogmatizing on subjects beyond the reach of 
their faculties to comprehend— especially in 
the region of metaphysics — and evidently de- 
lighting to exercise themselves on great mat- 
ters — in things too high for them — (Psalm 
cxxxii. 1) — fulfilling the language of the 
poet, " Fools rush in where angels fear to 
tread^\f Thus, the very views of Divine truth 
which they extol — and on which they plume 
^Zremseiyes — - appeax Bometimes more as an 
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IDOL on which they delight to gaze — than as 
cords of love to draw them into deeper and 
closer fellowship with God I 

In place of dwelling at Calvary — ^looking 
on Him whom "they have pierced" — seek- 
ing, by his Spirit, that nearest approach to 
" the man of sorrows " — ^the inestimable jewel 
of a " BROKEN SPIRIT " (while yet their peace 
is as a river) ; — in place of seeking to have 
thus " fellowship with Him in his sufferings — 
being made conformable to his death " — they 
seem rather aspiring to reach " a pinnacle of 
ike temple ^^ — complacently looking down on 
those who, in regfcrd to their religious opi- 
nions, are still far beneath them — still grop- 
ing on the earth! In place of feeling the 
scantiness of their knowledge — as scarcely yet 
knowing anything as they ought to know, or 
as compared with the ocean of truth revealed 
in scripture — ^how often do they appear to 
think as if they personally knew all things^ 
and could not be mistaken ! 

Alas ! how many have thus foretold their 
future career ! But a short period elapses ere 
they are found, if grace prevent not, in the 
CHtmoH OP Laodicea — "neither cold nor 
hot " — dreaming that they " are rich and in- 
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creased with goods -and stand in need of 
nothing." But not knowing that, in the sight 
of God, "they are poor and miserable, and 
wretched, and blind, and naked ! " 

Thus we perceive the infinite importance 
of keeping continually before the minds of the 
people of God the entire elements of the truth 
— even the most humbling — which were pre- 
sented to them when they were actually dead 
in sin, — and which were comprehensively be- 
lieved in relation to themselves at the mo- 
ment they obtained peace with God. 

In regard to unconverted sinners, it is in- 
deed admitted — that theyt^H never see the 
great antecedent truths referred to— in aU their 
reality and fulness — (far less experience any of 
the motives or " finiits of the Spirit," properly 
so called) imtil they experimentally receive 
the Gospel — by which, as with a brilliant 
torch-light, Christ reveals in tenfold distinct- 
ness, and in a variety of entirely new aspects, 
all their previous day-break spiritual disco- 
veries in scripture — of God — of sin — of him- 
self—of eternity. Yet, nevertheless, the scrip- 
tures clearly declare — that the Gospel will not 
be truly welcomed or understood till those 
pioneer truths — which tesuch the sinner his 
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need of Christy and thus prepare the way of 
the Lord — ^are perceived, in some degree, in 
the light of the Holy Spirit. For, let it be re- 
peated, — the knowledge of the Gospel is built, 
so to speak, on the previous knowledge or be- 
lief of other truths to which it is essentially 
related, — and without which it cannot be 
adequately comprehended. They teach the 
sinner the necessity of the cross, and, in some 
respects, sadly light his way to it, — ^while no 
sooner does he perceive it — than the glorious 
effiilgence of the cross irradiates those pre- 
vious awful discoveries, and takes away their 
dreadful power to alarm — to agonize the soul* 
Hence, we perceive the scripture philoso- 
phy of these successive commands — " Re- 
pent AND BELIEVE THE GOSPEL." (Mark i. 

15.) Understanding the former to mean — a 
thorough change of mind in reference to the 
character of God — ^to the sinner's awful state 
and prospects in relation to the Divine go- 
vernment — we see at once how obedience to 
this command is fitted to lead to a reception 
of the Gospel. There is thus exhibited a 
beauteous order in the reception of truth. 
Properly understood, the command to "re- 
pent" — in this comprehensive connexion — is 
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but the urgent call on every sinner to come to 
the mirror of revealed truth to see his real 
character — that, by stedfastlj looking into it, 
and discovering his awful condition, in the 
light of God — he may at once see the neces-- 
sih/ — ^the meaning — the glory of the GospeL 
But in place of this — ^in place of being a help 
to see the Gospel so as to rejoice in it with 
great joy — ^the expression ** repent" has been. 
BO perverted into a most unscriptural signifi- 
cation as, in ten thousand instances, to be- 
come a deep dark veil between the awakened 
sinner and eternal life, — not only overshadow- 
ing or obscuring, but entirely hiding the glo- 
rious Gospel from his view — cruelly plunging 
him (while he is anxiously groping in the 
dark, seeking for relief) into a labyrinth of 
self-righteousness — if not into absolute des- 
pair ! The subject, therefore, demands the 
most prayerful consideration of the entire 
Church of God, — the prevailing fcUse defini- 
tions being so fatally destructive. 

Reserving, however, the more complete 
consideration of the momentous subject of re- 
pentance, in detail, to a succeeding treatise — 
let H, in the meantime, be observed — that the 
above commands, "Bepeat «ivd believe the 
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Gospel," are not, strictly speaking, synony- 
mous. The first — ^namely, " Repent *' — being 
the demand for a thorough change of views in 
regard to such revealed subjects as, in the 
nature of things, must, in some degree, be 
understood in order to lead the soul to wel- 
come the glad tidings from heaven. The 
sinner must repent — that is, (as the original 
word fitravoiai simply signifies) change his mind 
on those vital subjects. His soul-destroying 
errors must be displaced by truth ere, like the 
prodigal, he will come " to his right mind ** — 
arise and go to his Father,— ere he will clearly 
understand and rejoice in the love of God, in 
having given up his Son to be a propitiation 
for his sins. But when God commands this 
"repentance," or change of mind, he is not 
unreasonable — he is but drawing the sinner's 
attention to revealed truth set before him — 
which, when duly considered, will, under the 
blessing of God, displace his radical mistakes 
— ^will find a response and an evidence in his 
own conscience. Hence^ one of the first com- 
mands of God to a sinner is, ^^ Awake thou that 
sleepest;" — (Ephesians v. 14 — consider thy 
state, character, and prospects, in the light of 
revelation, as they really are) — a command 
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which, when it is, through grace, duly obeyed, 
will, under the Divine blessing, lead on to 
implicit obedience to the Gospel. "Thus, 
saith the Lord of Hosts, consider your ways^^ 
(Hag. i. 7.) 

But this to him is a mighty demand — ^in- 
volving an entire surrender to God. How- 
few yield to it! Why were the Israelites 
ignorant of God ? They would not consider. 
" Israel doth not know " God — ^why ? — " my 
people doth not consider. ^^ (Isaiah i. 3.) Sin- 
ners remain as they are — unsaved ; becaftse 
t/iey will not stedfastfy bring their minds into 
contact with the truth and its evidence, which, 
under the Spirit of God, would effect their 
decisive change of mind, — they will not 
hearken diligently unto God, — will not hear 
that their souls may live. (Isaiah Iv. 3.) And 
yet, when alarmed, they will often sHll the 
voice of conscience, by crying to God to save 
them miraculously, — ^without the obedience of 
believing ! Their position often resembles the 
imagined case of " a serpent-bitten Israelite " 
refusing to look to the brazen serpent after it 
was erected by the Divine command, (the 
only way in which he could possibly be 
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healed) — and yet, perhaps, in the midst of this 
rebellion, — praying to God for his recovery ! 

To nothing is the unrenewed soul more 
averse than this change of mind — designated 
in scripture by the oft-abused expression — 
" Repentance." Such a revolution in his 
views is at once to break up his false peace, 
which is built on his delusions — destroy his 
native proud self-complacency— turn the voice 
of conscience against himself — condemn his 
idols and his favourite gratifications, and, to 
him, worst of all, — shut him up to the free so- 
vereign mercy of God in Christ Jesus. Thus 
multitudes are eternally destroyed by resisting 
the light of God in regard to their actual 
state in relation to God — even when they 
are otherwise surrounded with a blaze of Gos- 
pel light and privileges. The reason is plain. 
By resisting the conviction of these repug- 
nant, humbling truths — ^by refusing to allow 
them to dwell before their minds so as to be 
truly seen — the whole plan of salvation to 
them necessarily alters its character — ^becomes 
involved in contradictions. How vain — ^how 
unwise, therefore, is it to seek to bribe^ so to 
speak, such persons into the ranks of the Re- 
deemer, by even indirectly assuring them that 
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they may enjoy true peace with God— without 
any previous surrender to God I For what is 
this — ^but a compromising appeal to depraved 
humanity — a betrayal of the cause of Christ ? 
Unrenewed men, as we have seen, want a 
salvation (if such it may be called) which 
they may enjoy like the Pharisees — on the 
heights of their pride and determined selfish 
gratification. They will not humble them- 
selves like the publican — (Luke xviii. 14) — 
that is, will not take their right place as sin- 
ners before God, — ^in order to view the blood 
of the atonement. For no one can perceive 
its true glory — and thus be exalted to peace 
and holy blessedness — but on this lowly 
ground. They desire the honour and ulti- 
mate safety of the Redeemer's service, — ^and 
have no objections, in time qfpeacey to wear his 
uniform ! — ^but will not at once enlist under 
his banner, or place themselves at his absolute 
disposal. Hence a superficial view of the 
Gospel will answer all their purpose. They 
are afraid to contemplate it too closely, lest 
their will should be taken captive. But what 
said the Redeemer to such persons ? Did he 
seek to multiply converts by enticing them, 
so to apeakj into bis Berviee mXSaovxl ^^ "world- 
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renouncing decision for God? And did he 
ask or expect such a decision, without first 
presenting such views of the Divine character 
in the Gospel as, when steadfastly considered, 
would infallibly produce it ? Unquestionably 
not. 

But why is this decision first demanded 1 — 
surely not as a recommendatory qualification, 
— but chiefly as being necessary to enable them 
to understand and believe his doctrine^ — and 
thus obtain pardon and peace with God. 
Hence, while addressing a great multitude, 
Jesus exclaimed, "Whosoever he be of you 
that forsaketh not all that he hath, — ^he cannot 
be my disciplt^* — that is, he cannot truly be a 
learner of my doctrine. For the expression 
" disciple " simply means — a learner, (Luke 
xiv. 28 — 33.) And again, in another place, 
" If any man wills (that is, becomes willing or 
disposed, — as the original word ^»a« may be 
rendered) tb do of his (God's) will — he (and 
he only) shall know of the doctrine (experi- 
mentally) whether it be of God or whether I 
speak of myself." (John vii. 17.) From 
these, and many other expressions of Christ 
and his apostles, we learn that the direct way 
to the perfect understanding — ^to tke €\jil ^t- 
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ception— of " the truth," under the Spirit of 
God, (where it has first been clearly pre- 
sented) is a submissive decision for God, — 
hauling down the flag of rebellion, — saying, 
" Here I am, — a justly condemned sinner, — 
Lord, what wilt thou have me to do"? For 
till this decision — through a day-break disco- 
very of the place of mercy — till this determi- 
nation to be henceforth, through grace, at the 
disposal of Christ (even as a babe or little 
child) is truly made — the mind will not fully 
comprehend the Gospel,— or be at peace with 
God. 

But to return — though the revolution or . 
change of mind termed in scripture " Repen- 
tance" includes in it frequently — the reception 
of all the grand elements of Gospel truth, and 
the consequent displacing of vital error — still, 
in the history of that comprehensive mental 
change in every case, there would be found, if 
accurately remembered, (which is seldom done) 
an exact natural or moral order, (one truth 
perceived after another) — though, from the 
rapidity of certain minds, there may not have 
been, at the time, the distinct consciousness of 
this progression ; and one would sometimes be 
almost ready to conclude, m \v)^J^\\v% Vi^jck^ 
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that the entire change of views had been 
nearly instantaneous ! 

What holds true in regard to the acquire- 
ment of mathematical knowledge, or that of 
any science, applies equally to the reception 
of Gospel trutli. There is an essentially na- 
tural order in their acquirement. Some truths 
going first, — and leading up by a beautiful pro- 
gression to others above them, to which they 
are related. Place a problem of mathematics, 
for example, before an untutored peasant, — 
How could he understand it? But begin at 
the rudiments of the subject, and lead him on 
step by step, — and, ere long, that which was 
impossible for him previously to comprehend, 
has now become easy and pleasant ! And so, 
also, in regard to moral subjects, — we must 
begin at the lowest step of the celestial ladder, 
and thus ascend progressively. 

But sanguine, inexperienced souls, who 
look only at one aspect of the truth, are ever 
ready to forget this order, — to forget the suc- 
cessive steps of truth by which they them- 
selves ascended to their present joyful vantage 
ground. Realizing in themselves the perfect 
freeness and simplicity of the Gospel — and 
afraid of anything that might even seem to 
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compromise that freeness — ^they are eager to 
put every inquirer in instant possession of 
their blissful feelings, (which, by itself, cannot 
be too highly commended — seeing all the con- 
versions mentioned in the New Testament 
were emphatically immediate) — without, how- 
ever, pointing out sufficiently those other 
truths which " prepare the way of the Lord," 
and which, in the order of nature and revela- 
tion, must be first deeply considered and be- 
lieved. They forget that the truth of the 
Grospel is a concentration of many revealed 
truths — that, in a variety of ways, it may be 
vitcdly misunderstood — that careless souls will 
not perceive it at a glance; — for it is described 
by our Lord (Matt. xiii. 44) as a treasure hid 
in a field — found by none but by those truly 
awakened to their need of it. Such a course 
is, doubtless, more pleasant and more in har- 
mony with their overflowing benevolence ; 
but is most dangerous, to say the least of it — 
often frustrating the end in view. Their 
sanguinity nearly resembles that of the illus- 
trious German reformer, — who, when he saw 
the truth which set him at blissful liberty, 
suddenly imagined, in the simplicity and joy 
ofbia heart, that lie liad oiA^ \a xcL^^ution it to 
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every one he met in order to put Mm also 
and instantly in possession of the treasure I 
But how soon did he awake from the happy 
delusion ! The vividness of his great disco- 
very of the Gospel, (a discovery which every 
human being is freely invited to make) and 
the joyful result, in his experience, — appears 
to have obliterated for a moment the previous 
humbling truths which, under the Spirit of 
God, had cut down his former refuges of lies, 
and placed him at tJie foot of the cross. 

The Word of God is everywhere charac- 
terized by its practical attention to this rela- 
tionship of its truths, — and to the very order 
in which they ought to be conveyed to the 
human mind. Thus, in one respect at least, 
do we account for the Adamic, — ^Mosaic, and 
Christian dispensations of mercy to man, suc- 
cessively rising above each other, in their dis- 
coveries of truth ; — as also for the fact of the 
ministry of John the Baptist going before that 
of our Lord to make " his paths straight " / 
and, on the same principle, for the searching, 
awakening character of many of our Lord's 
discourses, — especially, for example, the one 
delivered on the " mountain," and recorded 
by the Evangelist at such length. (Matt, v., 
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vi., vii.) Even He— the " Prince of Peace " 
—saw it necessary to surname some of his 
apostles ^^ Boanerges, the sons of thun- 
der," (Mark iii. 17.) For the "sons of 
thunder *' to awaken must proceed, or rather 
go along toith, the '^ sons of consolation/* 
who whisper peace through the blood of 
sprinkling. (Heb. xii. 24.) 

Did the Saviour not also refer to this na- 
tural order of receiving truth when he said, 
"The whole need not a physician, but they 
who are sick. I came not to call the righteous 
but sinners to repentance "? In other words, 
" No one will receive or apply to me as the 
true physician, to deliver him from sin and its 
consequences— who is not, in some degree, pre- 
viously convinced of his diseased and perishing 
state, — and disposed, — ^from the belief of my 
ability and willingness to heal him, — to submit 
to my prescriptions and directions." Thus he 
pointed out the true hindrance to the recep- 
tion of the Gospel, — the grand reason why 
any reject at once the glad tidings — or what 
amounts to the same, — who sentimentally re- 
gard the preacher as merely one who acts 
well his part, — who plays skilfully on a musi- 
cal instrument — (Ezek. xxxiu* 32 — whom 
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thej like to hear and applaud, but wliose 
words are quickly forgotten) — ^namelj, wilful 
ignorance of their own real character and cir- 
cumstances in relation to God and eternity. 

Now, let it be specially observed, that the 
great difficulty in setting forth this all-impor- 
tant subject — is to define, with sufficient clear- 
ness, the essential difference, or distinction, 
between, on the one hand, — that which is ne- 
cessary in the nature of things, and according 
to the constitution of the human mind — for the 
sinner to understand and believe in regard to 
God — to himself — ^to sin — to eternity— ere he 
can be truly willing to welcome the tidings of 
mercy, and submit, as a little child, to the 
righteousness of God; — and, on the other 
hand, — ^the having some recommendatory me- 
ritorious qualification wherewith to draw near 
to God, — which the scripture loudly con- 
demns — ^with fearful denouncement. 

For such is the self-righteous bias of the 
human heart — that all the scripture words 
and exhortations which describe the necessity 
of men coming to know, in the light of God, 
their real state — character — and prospects — 
ere they will be led to appreciate the Gospel, 
(such, for example, as " Repent " — " Consider 
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your ways" — "Awake thou that sleepest") 
are immediately and almost instinctively re- 

- garded by the sinner as denoting or implying 
some meritorious good feelings — ^performances 
or qualifications — ^which he has to feel, per- 
form, or acquire, — before God shall be willing 
to receive and pardon,— or regard him as cn- 
titled to his favour I Mournful delusion ! 
How many souls has it ruined for ever, and is 
it still destroying ! In this way the scripture 
doctrine of " Repentance," — or, as already 
defined, the decisive change or revolution of 
mind in regard to the vital errors cherished 
by sinners, (which, like a dark veil, hindered 
the light of the Gospel from entering to glad- 
den and sanctify their souls, through the Spirit 
of God) — is vitiated into the rankest poison 
of self-righteousness- 

Thus we perceive that the greatest antago- 
nist of Jesus Christ and his apostles, — the 
DEADLY ENEMY of the Evcrlasting Gospel, — 
that which is even now its chief barrier moun- 
tain — triumphantly resisting ,its progress, — ^is 
SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS. It has cvcr been the 
ceaseless bane of the Church and cause of 
God, And the chief word in scripture which 

this insidious enemy Yiaa c^\io^u out, so ta 
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speak, and perverted &om its true scriptural 
meaning — and made the principal instrument 
of conveying, to ignorant or unwary souls, its 
own subtle, soul-ruining delusion — ^is the term 
" Repentance." How easy is it for a scrip- 
ture word to be made the medium of unscrip- 
tural error by a false definition I Now, by 
attaching to this word the signification of a 
holy, precious fruit of the Holy Spirit, — such 
as none can f)ossibly possess or bring forth 
but the regenerated children of God, (as, for 
example, David — Psalm li. ; Peter^ — ^Matt. — 
xxvi. 75 ; the Corinthians — 2 Cor. vii. 10) 
and vainly demanding its exercise by Christ- 
less souls, who are still ignorant of God, and 
that, too, to entitle them to his favour — along 
with the blood of Christ — is at one stroke to 
undermine the glorious Gospel ! 

For the Gospel ever proclaims, as with a 
trumpet, — that no recommendatory qualifica- 
tion — no previous holiness — is needed as a 
pre-requisite to pardon — to receiving eternal 
nfe. For God is revealed in scripture as 
justifying the ungodly who believe in Jesus. 
(Romans iv. 5.) ^^ Him that cometh to me, 
(said the Redeemer) I will in no wise (that is, 
on no account) cast out" Could language 
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more clearly describe the folly of directing 
sinners to seek first, in their experience, cer- 
tain holy feelings — to entitle them to acceptance 
with God — when our Lord emphatically de- 
clared the contrary, — ^namely, that no lack of 
holiness — no amount of past guilt — no hard- 
ness of heart — no previous resistance to his 
Word and Spirit — would lead him to reject 
any one who truly comes to him to be saved 
from sin and all its consequences ? Is it not 
plain from this passage, and the whole tenor 
of the Word of God, — that all that is needed 
for sinners ere they be saved — is the free ad- 
mission, under grace, of such revealed truth 
as will infallibly convince them of their need 
of the Saviour, — and induce them at once to 
arise and go to their Father? (Luke xv. 18.) 
Can it then be too often, or too urgently, 
reiterated — that the Gospel only demands, on 
the part of sinners — or rather counsels (as a 
physician would counsel his patients, Rev. iii. 
18) — such a decisive change of mind in rela- 
tion to God as will be lasting, and productive 
of corresponding fruits, — such as will lead the 
soul, through the Spirit, — to submit unreserv- 
ed// to Christ, and truly to understand and 
a/>preciate the glad ti^^nga oi a«\^«XVa\it Is it 



SUBVERTING THE GRACE OF GOD. 263 

not obvious that whatever leads any one to 
imagine that he has first some meritorioiis or 
recommendatory qualification to obtain, — ^in 
order to inspire him with boldness in drawing 
near to God — whether it be gilded over with 
the imposing scripture expressions, " repent- 
ance " — " faith " — " love " — " godly sorrow " 
— or any other of the fruits of the Spirit, 
(duties which are paramountly required in 
their own scriptural place and meaning, — ^but, 
in this manner, self-righteously wrested from 
their true place and signification)— ^M^t'cr/* the 
entire Gospel of the grace of God ? And he 
who thus seeks a ''price" wherewith to ap- 
proach God for pardon, — ^in place of resting 
alone, as a perishing sinner, on the only foun- 
dation of the Eedeemer's blood and righteous- 
ness, — ^places himself in the circumstance im- 
plied in the fearful apostolic declaration (first 
made to those who sought to add obedience 
to the ancient ceremonial law — to the work 
of Christ — as a ground of acceptance with 
God) " Christ shall profit you no- 
thing." (Gal. V. 2,) 

For if even believers who are in possession 
of the Holy Spirit — who inwardly (in one 
degree or other) realize his graces — who 
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know experimentally the meaning of godly 
sorrow and every other holy fruit, — if even 
ihe^ — dare not trust in any degree to these 
graces in dravnng near to God — or in any 
degree substitute them, in whole or in part, 
for the worthiness of Christy (which, from first 
to last — ^in time and in eternity — ^must be '^ all 
and all *') — to inspire confidence of a gracious 
reception, — ^how vain — ^how wicked is it for 
the unpardoned to seek them for this purpose! 
(Rom. X. i.) Thus, if God's own children — 
including the most eminent believers — have 
no other ground of confidence in their ap- 
proaches to God but the infinite — the un- 
changeable love which gave Christ to die for 
their sins, — and that precious righteousness of 
the crucified one, — that "best robe** (Luke 
XV. 22) which was freely given them the mo- 
ment they believed the Gospel ; and if they 
tremble, and dare not — to add the work of the 
Spirit in tJiem to the finished work of Christ 
ivithout them, — ^as a foundation for boldness in 
coming to God, — ^how delusive and unsciip- 
tural is it to exhort unconverted sinners to 
seek any of the graces of the Spirit as a war- 
ran/ wherewith (along with the work of 
Cbriat) to approach tlie tooii^ o^ ^race I 
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What is this — but seeking the effects before 
the cause exists 1 what — but exhorting them 
to seek aiwther foundation for eternity than 
that which was sprinkled with the blood of 
atonement ? But " other foundation can no 
man lay than that is laid — which is Jesus 
Christ." (Acts iii. 11.) 

Who, then, can truly know — ^who can un- 
derstand and believe the Everlasting Gospel 
without peace with God? — without becoming 
thereby, through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
a new creature in Christ Jesus ? (Romans i. 
16.) Who can believe it, without responding 
to the truth of the angelic message, " Fear 
not, for behold I bring you good tidings of 
great joy ? *' For what, let it be repeated, is 
the source of slavish fear in regard to God 
and eternity? It is sin — unpardoned sin 
lying on the conscience. It is a sense of 
God's justice — demanding the righteous con- 
sequences of that guilt in our everlasting pri- 
vation and misery. 

To render it, therefore, manifestly con- 
sistent with the character of the Holy, the 
Righteous Governor of the universe to call on 
any sinner, by divine authority, to " Fear 
not" in the prospect of eternity, — in order 
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to render it reasonable to demand of the soul, 
— awakened to its dread^l circumstances, — 
conscious of its fearful demerit, — to lay aside 
all apprehension, — JfTial is required f 

Let the question again be deeply pondered. 
For surely, as we have seen, the Gospel would 
not, in the language of the angel to the shep- 
herds, say to any sinner " Fear not," — ^with- 
out, at the same time, presenting such a pro- 
vision to his view as would be fitted to enable 
him, through grace, to render immediate obe- 
dience. 

Doubtless, it must be — ^to show clearly to 
that soul, by the evidence of attested revela- 
tion, (as the Gospel proclaims to every human 
being) that God's holy government has been 
so vindicated — honoured — satisfied — by a 
propitiation for the sins of the whole world, 
(1 John ii. 2) — ^that it now presents no bar- 
rier to the direct manifestation of divine love 
to any sinner ; on the contrary, that it can 
now be righteous or just in forgiving sins — 
all sins — in the case of every one, without ex- 
ception, who confesses,— or is willing to con- 
fess, with his mouth, (openly and boldly) the 
Lord Jesus, (truly accepting him from hence- 
forth as his Lord and ^\^aaW^ — «sv^ ^ho 
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believes in his heart (having no doubt) that 
God hath raised Christ from the dead — as a 
public testimony of the Divine satisfaction with 
the work, finished on his behalf, — and, there- 
fore, of His perfect readiness at once (through 
that finished righteousness) to receive and bless 
ungodly sinners to the uttermost. (Rom. x. 
9.) Thus, the moment the love and mani- 
festly harmonized character of God in the 
plan of salvation is really seen, or believed by 
the sinner, in its grand bearings on himself, — 
and so seen — as to dispose him (as the inevit- 
able results of believing) immediately to sub- 
mit to Jesus as his great Captain, (Heb. ii. 10) 
exclaiming, " Lord, what wilt thou have me 
to do ? " — and to inspire confidence (through 
his blood) to draw near to God as a Father, 

— HE IS ABSOLUTELY FORGIVEN JUSTI- 
FIED ACCEPTED IN THE BELOVED. 

Henceforth, the blissful results of this won- 
drous discovery are developed in exact pro- 
portion to the degree in which it is vividly 
seen and habitually contemplated. For while 
this glorious liberty — this spirit of practical 
holiness — this freedom from bondage and fear 
— ^into which the happy soul is now brought 
are but the first fruits of the Spirit, which he 
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has just received, through believing ; they 
are, nevertheless, described in scripture to be 
the infallible sequence of the liberating truth 
which has been embraced. " The truth, shall 
make you free." (John viii. 32.) For no 
sooner does the awakened soul perceive, by 
the heart-affecting light of the Holy Spirit, 
(without which the truth, in its glory, can- 
not possibly be perceived) — the love of God 
to the world, — and that the sins which filled 
him vdth alaim, and held him so long in iron 
bondage, have actually been borne by Jesus 
" on the tree," — than he perceives that this 
great sacrifice for the sin of the world has 
been publicly accepted by God, — and that a 
pardon, signed by every attribute of God with 
the blood of atonement, may be fireely ob- 
tained, — that it is even now held out to him 
and to all — by the very Majesty of Heaven 
and Earth, whom he has so long injured, and 
whose just vengeance he had incurred, — ^held 
out to him, on account of the sufferings of the 
Redeemer, — with no legal obstruction to its 
being immediately received, — no preparatory 
or meritorious qualification of holy feeling, or 
holy deeds, being at all Yec\uu'ed,— but simply 
that the gift — tlie \or^\x\^— \)kv^ ^vxc^Yv^^aXssrj 
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death of Jesus for bis sins — should be truly 
believed. Then fear flees away, — his 
chains fall off, — " the spirit of adoption " 
enters his heart, — leading him to exclaim, "My 
Lord, and my God." Wondrous transition! 
Who can comprehend it, but by the teaching 
of experience ! For it passes all understand- 
ing. And where his views of Gospel truth 
are very vivid — his surprise and wonder at 
the river of peace which now flows through 
his soul — are almost as great as would be re- 
alized by a criminal led forth to an ignomini- 
ous death, — ^but who, in place of reaching the 
scaffold, is conducted to an anti-chamber — 
divested of his chains — robed in garments of 
honour — and suddenly introduced to the ban- 
quet of a prince as one of the most welcome 
guests I 

And to those who regard the happy convert 
as beside himself, — on account of his joyful 
feelings, and his ready sacrifice to God of all 
that the world counts valuable, — on account^ 
too, of his decided separation from their fel- 
lowships, (counting their contumely or re- 
proach his greatest honour) — his earnest de- 
votedncss to the revealed will of his Redeemer 
— striving, from grateful love, and in the 
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strength of the Holy Spirit, to obey all his 
commandments, — he has, with Paul, but one, 
and only one, answer to give — " If we be be- 
side ourselves, it is to Grod. For the love of 
Christ constraineth us because we thus judge, 
that if one died for all, then were all dead. 
And he died for aU, — that they which live 
should not henceforth live unto themselves, 
but unto him which died for them and rose 
again." 
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